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ON DECEMBER 23RD 
BETWEEN 3PM — 5PM 
TUNE IN TO THE 20TH CENTURY 
CHARLES DICKENS EXPERIENCE 
FOR A SMILIN' JAY'S HAPPY HOUR 
AND A LIVE PERFORMANCE BY 


THE JAMES T. KIRKS 


SHITSTORM 


RECORDED AT THE SIDETRACK 
CAFE DURING CJSR'S 2004 
FUNDRIVE 


STOP BY THE SIDETRACK CAFE ON 
DECEMBER 23RD 

FOR A SMILIN’ JAY’S HAPPY HOUR 
AS WE RECORD 


SHUYLER JANSEN’S 
HOBOTRON 


AND 
CHAD VAN GAALEN 


BE A PART OF THE LIVE 
AUDIENCE!!! 


SMILIN’ JAY'S HAPPY HOUR IS BROUGHT TO YOU SY 
THE BOYLE STREET PERFORMING ARTS SOCIETY. MKT 
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When Penny Szmata was incapacitated by a 
crippling snow-shoveling injury (don't laugh; the 
poor wornan could barely walk), her friends rallied 
together to throw her a benefit concert. Now that 
Szmata is ambulatory once again, she’s decided 
to organize an ambitious fundraiser herself: a 
unique lowbrow-meets-highbrow-meets- 
skatebrow art show called Deck the Walls 42 
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By CHRISTOPHER WIEBE 


Papa Kroetsch 


Robert Kroetsch, a writer who has 
shaped much of Alberta's literary land- 
scape, became an Officer of the Order 
of Canada in an investiture ceremony at 
Rideau Hall in Ottawa this past Friday. 
Standing before the Governor-General, 
Kroetsch was described thusly: “A writer 
and academic of international repute, 
Robert Kroetsch has devoted close to 
four decades to exploring the identity of 
the Prairies. The author of several 
acclaimed and often-studied novels, col- 
lections of poetry and non-fiction 
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books, he is also co-founder of the influ- 
ential critical journal Boundary 2. Distin- 
guished professor emeritus at the 
University of Manitoba, he is highly 
regarded as a leading scholar in the 
development of postmod- 
ern literary theory in this 
country. In addition, he 
has given generously of his 
time and talents to 
younger writers through 
his involvement in writing 
seminars.” 

Contrary to received 
opinion, | don’t think 
honours of this kind have 
anything to do with 
embalming or closing off 
the recipient’s “legacy.” 
No, they grow out of a 
human impulse as natural 
as story: to stand quietly a 
moment and contemplate those things 
that so easily flicker past in our all-too- 
casual discarding of existence; to bring 
a sort of reverence to individual 
accomplishment in medias res. 

The lovely thing about Kroetsch’s 
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“lifetime achievement” is that it’s 
nowhere near finished. His masterful 
new book of poetry, The Snowbird 
Poems (University of Alberta), his 13th, 
resonates within and extends his earlier 
writing. The “Snowbird” 
sections take as their site 
an aging latter-day Crusoe 
on a tropical beach and 
the interactions he has 
with an alluring provoca- 
teur named Henrietta. 
Snowbird speculates on 
the unimagined sea and 
the nature of shoreline 
} and horizon: “She was 
wearing her birthday suit. 
| alone seemed to 
notice..../You are late this 
morning, | said. She went 
on, nakedly counting her 
toes./Today, | said, | would 
settle for mere desolation./She brushed 
the salt trace from her drying 
thighs./Snowbird, she said. Now real- 
ly.” There are new timbres in the wry, 
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By RICHARD BURNETT 


Jesus loves me—or at 
least he turns me on 


| am sure the amazing man we call 
Jesus of Nazereth got down on his 
knees at least once to give great head 
to a love of his life. | don’t think that’s 
farfetched—though perhaps that’s 
more a reflection of my own desires. 

But those desires are also shared by 
Roman Catholic layman Donald L. 
Boisvert, Montreal author of the just- 
published and highly controversial book 
Sanctity and Male Desire: A Gay Reading 
of the Saints. Fanning the flames (and 
flamers), the Associated Press recently 
reported that Boisvert’s book uses 
imagery “that no secular newspaper or 
broadcaster would permit.” 

So of course | immediately went 
out and got a copy. 

“| see a 19-year-old Jesus coming 
into his adult prime, working as an eager 
apprentice in his father Joseph’s carpen- 
try shop,” Boisvert writes in the chapter 
titled “The Erotic Christ.” “A handsome 
man, he is the pride of his parents. Car- 
ing and attentive, sensitive yet princi- 
pled, he has been known to turn the 
head of many a Nazareth girl, but also of 
a few young men. | am one of those. | 


Darkness 


find him sexy beyond all measure. When 
I glimpse him working bare-chested in 
the buming sun, | cannot help but stare, 
hoping that he might look up and smile. 

“One day, it happens,” Boisvert con- 
tinues. “We begin to talk. He likes me. We 
fast become friends, and | fee! increasing- 
ly that my life would be nothing without 
him. | look for opportunities to touch 
him, be with him, place my hand upon 
his shoulder, affectionately play with his 
hair. He lets me. Some months later, in 
the silence of a starry night, | become his. 
| will choose to follow him.” 

Especially that sweet ass. 

“This book is about how saints can 
instill homoerotic desire in young 
Catholic boys growing in the 1950s 
like me,” Boisvert tells me in his office 
at Montreal’s Concordia University, 
where he is a professor of religion. 
“[Saints] were my superheroes. There is 
this heroic dimension to their lives.” 

Sanctity and Male Desire’s 13 chap- 
ters deal with, among other saints, 
Michael the Archangel, Sebastian and 
Tarcicus, John the Baptist and Francis of 
Assisi (an unfortunate name, considering 
the context). “I don’t know if any of 
them were gay,” Boisvert says, “but | go 
into why they were icons and models to 
young gay people prior to Vatican Il. 
Catholic culture tends to be very homo- 
erotic and gave us all these erotic mod- 
els, possibly unknowingly so.” 

But even Boisvert’s publishers, Pil- 
grim Press, the publishing arm of the 
very liberal Cleveland-based United 
Church of Christ, and widely recog- 
nized as the most ardent denomina- 
tional publisher promoting gay 
theology, had problems with Sanctity 
and Male Desire. “in my chapter on the 
erotic Christ, they deleted an entire 
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paragraph of me making love to Jesus 
on the Cross,” Boisvert says. “I also had 
[to edit] my chapter about John the 
Baptist in which | raise issues about the 
attraction gay men have for overly 
masculine straight men. It was more a 
question of language, though | don’t 
think it hurt the integrity of my text.” 
Why do people get sidetracked by 
this language and imagery? “I don’t 
know if it’s so much straight people as 
it is evangelical Christians,” Boisvert 
replies. “There are a lot of straight peo- 
ple who have no problem with this at 
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all. The real issue has to do with this 
[evangelical] brand of Christianity that 
[buys into] the idea that Jesus was a 
pure spirit when we know he was a 
man, he obviously had a body and 
must have done things to his body. 
Few people have qualms with a black 
Jesus or a female God, But gay?” 
Boisvert also has nothing but praise 
for another Pilgrim Press book, last 
year’s The Man Jesus Loved: Homoerotic 
Narratives From the New Testament by 
Theodore Jennings Jr., which basically 
outs Jesus of Nazareth as a fabulous 
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cocksucker. “Jennings specifically and 
respectfully addresses whether Jesus 
had a male lover,” Boisvert says, “and 
in his very scholarly book concludes 
that Jesus did—likely one of the disci- 
ples, and that disciple was probably 
John. To me, whether or not Jesus was 
gay is beside the point. If you as a gay 
man relate to Jesus in a homoerotic 
way, that to me is more important a 
phenomenon than whether or not we 
can prove Jesus was gay.” 

Now that’s something for us all to 
contemplate this Christmas Day. © 
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By CHRIS BOUTET 


COURTS A-RULIN’! 


Alright everybody, close your books; 
time for a pop quiz on Canadian consti- 
tutional law. Go grab a pen and some 
paper... no, it’s okay, | can wait. Got it? 
Good. Now classify each of the follow- 
ing acts as either constitutional or not 
constitutional. Okay, let’s start with 
murder. Constitutional or not? Now 
how about treason? And sex slavery? 
And finally, what about detaining an 
individual for over a year without laying 
charges or explaining any part of the 
case against him? Okay? Time's up. If 
you answered “not constitutional” to 
all of the above, you‘re totally—well, 
wrong, thanks to a recent ruling hand- 
ed down by the Canadian Federal 
Court of Appeal that states the security 
certificates federal officials use to detain 
terror suspects without charge or bail 
are, in fact, wicked constitutional. 
According to report earlier this week 
on ctv.ca, the three-member panel of 
Federal Court justices decided to uphold 
a December 2003 lower court ruling 
which stated that Moroccan-born per- 
manent Canadian resident Adil 
Charkaoui can remain lawfully detained 
until such time as a high court can con- 
sider the merits of his security certificate, 
which are issued to individuals whose 
cases are deemed to be of importance 
to national security. Charkaoui, as you 
may or may not have heard, has been in 
custody since May 2003 due to his sus- 
pected ties to the al-Qaeda network; 
during that time, he has yet to see a 
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charge laid or even glimpse the evi- 
dence against him, but has been denied 
bail three times. The Canadian Press 
pointed out that Charkaoui is just one of 
five men currently held under a security 
certificate in Canada. 

Expectedly, the ruling had its share 
of detractors, who made their opinions 
regarding the anti-terrorism legislation 
that made the ruling possible known at 
a press conference in Ottawa. “This leg- 
islative change was meant to make this 
country safer, but on the contrary it has 
sanctioned ... harassment of those who 
are most vulnerable in our society,” said 
Deborah Bourque of the Canadian 
Union of Postal Workers, referring to vis- 
ible minorities from Asia and the Middle 
East. “These secret trials may just be 
Canada’s worst dirty little secret.” 

Our second-worst dirty little 
secret? Maple syrup: actually made 
out of old people. 


SEA LIONS A-DYIN’! 


Well, that crazy mystical force known as 
“foreshadowing” was apparently in full, 
crazy... mystic... force on Monday, as 
the CBC reported that one of the four 
sea lions recently purchased by West 
Edmonton Mall? Already dead. Dead 
before he could even get here and start 
considering dying in the mall's super- 
awesome fun-tank that previously held 
all those dolphins until they started get- 
ting sad and, uh, going away, too. 
According to mall officials, the lions 
all received a clean bill of health before 
they were shipped, and while two 10- 
year-old females and an eight-year-old 
male had successfully made the trip 
back in October, their fourth cohort, 
who was en route from the Blair Drum- 
mond safari park in Scotland, died in 
transit from reasons unknown. 
Naturally, animal-rights group Voice 
for Animals was on this development 
like an advocate group on something 
that proves their point in a roundabout 
way, telling the CBC that this was 


indeed a grim sign of things to come. 


“This should be a harbinger for West 
Edmonton mall—we went from death 
to death with the dolphins at West 
Edmonton Mall—and they’re starting 
out with the same sort of thing,” 
spokesperson Tove Reece said, perhaps 
not realizing that West Ed almost cer- 
tainly had no control over as to whether 
the animal lived or died during its jour- 
ney. But hey. It’s message that counts. 


JERKS A-NOT-CALLIN’! 


if spamming people is the sport of total 
jerks, than truly, telemarketing is... a real- 
ly jerky thing to do as well. Anyhoo, 
though, it looks like the day is nigh upon 
us when telemarketers across Canada 
will have annoyed their last dinner-eater, 
as our federal government introduced a 
bill Monday that would protect home- 
owners from being pestered by Satan’s 
little botherers via a “do-not-call” list to 
which people can add their names if 
they’d rather be left in peace. 

According to a report by the CBC, 
the proposed legislation is modeled 
after a similar American law, in which 
telemarketing companies who call any 
of the 65 million households on the 
registry risk fines of up to $11,000 per 
call. But don’t get too excited: Canadi- 
ans will still have to wait a year from 
the bill to become law—f it does, of 
course. There are people out there 
who make a lot of money by pissing 
people off: and what about them? 

Shalini Gupta, an employee of Cal- 
gary telemarketer Trinity Media House, 
told the CBC she is concerned that the 
bill could harm the business of certain 
Canadian companies and mean that 
270,000 Canadians could be forced 
out of work. “I think this is going to 
affect a lot of businesses, a lot of small 
businesses, medium and even large 
businesses adversely, because it elimi- 
nates that one form of traffic or busi- 
ness that they are bringing in.” 

Can't we all shed a tear for the 
poor telemarketing companies? Huh? 
Hey? Shedding? @ 
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By DAVID BERRY 


Force mythology 


Let's say you‘re somebody with a 
lot of power. No, like, a /ot of 
power—like, so much power, you 
can pretty much call yourself “the 
law” like you were in some really 
shitty Sylvester Stallone movie, only 
people actually take you seriously 
when you say it. Now, let’s say you 
do something that could be con- 
strued as abusing this power; 
maybe it’s intentional, maybe it’s 
just a perfectly human mistake—the 
point is, other people are mad at 
you, and they want answers. 

Then let’s say, to get those 
answers, instead of asking someone 
else, they came up to you and asked 
you if you think you did anything 
wrong, and as soon as you told 
them yes or no, they walked away 
satisfied, maybe even whistling, 
while you merrily went about still 
having all that power. 

Yeah, it seems kind of retard- 
ed, but it sure is how our police 
system currently works. Whenever 
there’s a problem, the police just 
investigate themselves—no room 
for error or public misconception 
there, no sir. Finally, though, 
things might be changing. 

According to the Edmonton Sun, 
Alberta solicitor-general Harvey 
Cenaiko has decided it’s high time 
there was a civilian oversight com- 
mittee to monitor the findings of 
internal police commissions. Novel 
idea. Seriously though, how has it 
taken this long to put some kind of 
external measure on the police? I'm 
sure almost everyone has some kind 
of gripe, legitimate or not, with the 
way our police forces conduct their 
business. But until this commission is 
established—hopefully in the spring, 
according to Cenaiko—not one of us 
has any means of ensuring those 
concerns are dealt with in a fair, 
impartial manner when it’s the 
police's job to police themselves. 

Now, of course, despite what 
the odd person might say, it's prob- 
ably all right to assume that most of 
the police force’s internal investiga- 
tions are conducted in a fair manner 
and that they usually reach an accu- 
rate conclusion. Regardless, it’s the 
public perception of those investiga- 
tions that really matters in this type 
of thing, and no public is ever going 
to be satisfied by internal reviews— 
it’s the same reason people get 
upset every time politicians vote 
themselves a pay raise, whether or 
not it might be warranted. 

The police need some kind of 
external review structure to keep 
any semblance of public trust in 
their internal affairs—anything else, 
and we might as well just keep 
merrily whistling along whenever 4 
problem happens to emerge.@ = 
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Opping 
for justice 


Did your Christmas gifts come from Santa’s 


workshop or from someone’s sweatshop? 


By MINISTER FAUST 


stmas: ostensibly it’s a season 
for hope, joy and celebration, but 
in reality it’s something we afflu- 
ent Westerners make quite different 
as we prepare to tear open billions of 
dollars of gifts produced in a global 
architecture of sweatshops. Around 
the world, 30 to 40 million women 
and girls—more people than the 
entire population of Canada—end- 
lessly toil away, sometimes on 18- 
hour shifts, for 355 days a year so we 
can slip into sneakers and hang out 
in hoodies. 

So if you're hearing the rattle of 
chains while shopping for a Gap 
sweater, Nike sweatshirt or Punk’d 
sweatshoes, you probably shouldn’t 
be surprised: the sound might just 
be coming from the man who so 
often doubles as the Soul of Christ- 
mas Present, Charlie Kernaghan, the 
head of the New York-based Nation- 
al Labour Committee (NLC), a non- 
governmental organization of global 
labour advocates who risk their own 
safety in the pursuit of justice for 
some of the most exploited workers 
in the world through exposing 
human and labour rights abuses per- 
petrated by U.S. companies who pro- 
duce goods in poor countries. 

Kernaghan, who's made a living 
as furniture mover, carpenter, cab 
driver and university instructor, 
began his crusade for workers’ rights 
in 1985, but he reached international 
fame in the spring of 1996 by rat- 
tling the chains of one particularly 
famous hypocrite, Kathie Lee Gif- 
ford, testifying to Congress that 
while a portion of Gifford’s family 
clothing line profits was intended to 
aid disadvantaged American chil- 
dren, the clothes themselves were 
made in Honduran sweatshops by 
13-year-old girls working 13-hour 
shifts under armed guard for 31 cents 
an hour. Gifford broke down in tears 
on North American television when 
the press grabbed hold of the story, 
threatening to sue him and the tiny 
NLC, but her threats proved empty 
and she was eventually forced to sign 
a code of conduct for her clothing 
manufacturers, which was to include 
independent monitoring, a story 
detailed in the Canadian documen- 


tary The Corporation. 


Being known as “the man who 
made Kathie Lee cry” is enough to 
endear Kernaghan to many; he’s 


-been written up in Mother Jones, 


been featured on David Barsamian’s 
Alternative Radio and gives some- 
where around 70 speeches a year. So 
what does he have to say about 
Christmas shopping and justice? 

“Ninety-eight per cent of Ameri- 
can consumers are going to buy hol- 
iday goods,” says Kernaghan, just 
back from investigating the case of 
Gilberto Soto, an American Teamster 
and ally recently assassinated in El 
Salvador. “They're going to spend 
$220 billion on them in Novem- 
ber/December, and each person's 
going to spend over $700, not 
including the $90-100 they'll spend 
on themselves. Very few people stop 
to think about the 16-year-old kid 
who made that garment, who made 
that CD player, whether it’s 
Bangladesh or China.” 


THE HOLIDAY SEASON, while so 
full of high expectation, joy and cel- 
ebration for wealthy consumers, is 
based on international exploitation 
so pervasive it’s difficult to find an 
industry that isn’t involved in it. 
Take Christmas chocolates, for 


example: according to a 2001 BBC- 


news report, children in Malia, West 
Africa are being sold at the going 
price of $30 (U.S.) to be enslaved for 
cocoa production. ‘At least 15,000 
children are thought to be over in 
the neighbouring Ivory Coast, pro- 
ducing cocoa which then goes 
towards making almost half of the 
world’s chocolate,” says the report, 
noting that some children younger 
than 11 years of age. And while out- 
tight slavery may not be the rule of 
production in toys, electronics, 
sporting goods or athletic wear, 
near-slavery conditions are. 

“There are 30 to 40 million gar- 
ment and textile workers across the 
developing world,” Kernaghan says. 
“These people are stripped of their 
rights. The companies claim to have 
corporate codes of conduct, but 
these are as phony as can be, and 
the monitoring is a laughable joke. 
You just have to go to the workers’ 
homes to see what kind of misery 
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they're 
in—mis- 
ery that 
would be staggering. You wouldn’t 
even store your lawn furniture in a 
hovel like these workers live in. 

“If you listen to the Nike or the 
Gap, you'd think they were the 
Jesuits going around the world to 
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help poor people,” Kernaghan con- 
tinues. “According to Nike's own doc- 
uments, there’s eight cents of labour 
in a shirt [made in the Dominican 
Republic]. They sell that shirt for 
$22.99, which means that labour cost 
three-tenths of one per cent of the 
retail price. Basically, they have wiped 
out the cost of labour. Right now, all 
across the developing world, it’s these 
young teenagers that are carrying the 
entire systema on their backs.” 


SO HOW CAN WE SHOP more ethi- 
cally during this gift-buying season? 
What can North Americans do to 
force justice upon the major corpo- 
rations? Kernaghan urges writing let- 


ters and making tele- i 
phone calls to companies, t) 
as well as using a special i 
type of Christmas card \ 
called the “I Care” shop- [4% 
ping card, which shoppers t 
leave with the cashiers who 
then pass them on to the 
store manager. “It says to r 
the manager, ‘I and my fam- 

ily like shopping here. But we're 

not buying products made by chil- 
dren or by teenagers who are forced 
to work grueling shifts for pennies 
an hour. Tell me what you're doing 
to guarantee that these products 
were made under humane condi- 
tions,’” Kernaghan says. “You fill 
your name and address out and 
demand a response from the compa- - 
ny.” But being organized, he contin- 

ues, is key. “Through your union 

local, through your religious congre- 

gation, through your school, you're 

10 times as effective being part of an 

organized campaign.” 

Here in Edmonton, you have 
options for fair-trade shopping. Slav- 
ery-free chocolate and fair-trade coffee 
and tea can be purchased from Ten 
Thousand Villages and Earth’s Gener- 
al Store, both on Whyte Ave. Farmers’ 
markets around the city specialize in. 
locally-produced food, clothing, crafts 
and art, and if you plan your shop- 
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Graham Johnson 


ping long enough in 
advance, you can ff § 
attend the annual Just 


Christmas fair at the 

Prince of Wales § 

Armoury, or for the 
especially keen, the 
May Week and Fair 
Trade Fair events, or order online 
from nosweatapparel.com and 
transfair.ca. 

While many kids won’t be 
thrilled by fair-trade fare—no 
local woodworkers have figured 
out how to produce electronic 
toys or action figures or 

videogames—fashion-hoppers 
are more likely to be delighted by 
the clothing available from Earth's 
General. Store and Nokomis, much of 
it from the sweat-free Canadian line 
ironically called American Apparel. 
Designed by Hasidic Montrealer Dov 
Charney and sewn in downtown Los 
Angeles, the threads are perfect 
Christmas and Hanukkah gift materi- 
al. Charney has 13 of his own retail 
outlets worldwide now, dispensing 
tees, stylish shirts, hoodies and other 
youth-driven apparel. Deborah Robb 
at Earth’s General Store says the cloth- 
ing appeals “to the Café Mosaics 
crowd... hip and fabulous. The styles, 
the cuts of the shirt, the fits, is youth- 
ful, and the prices are very reason- 
able.” Even local high-schoolers are 
getting into the act—teens at Harry 
Ainlay High School have organized 
their own no-sweat committee. 

So this holiday season, you don’t 
need to “sweat” the small stuff. You 
can make the season bright even for 
the people in the dark places. @ 


NOT WAY OWN... THAT'S 
Too FAINFUZ... 4 
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Y'KNOW MAW, You CouLD 
BE A LOT FUNNIER... 


7915-104 ST. 
all your Cast 
shopping! 


vuEwrnKly 


€ dispatch 


12/14/2004, somewhere 
in the Otarsis Quadrant 


“Adama, there are probably as many 
voids in the universe as there are... 
ideas!” —CoL. TiGH To Compr. ADAMA 


The DVD Revolution is really starting to 
worry me, especially when it comes to 
the continued trend of re-releasing 
every inch of tape ever aired on televi- 
sion anytime in the past 1,500 years; 
yes, those ancient Mayan variety shows 
are coming to an A&B 
near you... and not the 
edited-for-TV versions 
with the blood-drinking 
segments replaced by a 
poorly-animated robot, 
either. My problem is, 
I'm a creature of sudden 
enthusiasms, and each 
visit to the TV section 
results in a new, weeks- 
long obsession: WKRP. 
(conceived conceptual 
art show based on char- 
acters’ apartments), p 
Dukes of Hazzard (start- P 
ed writing fan fiction), Starsky & Hutc! 
(vowed to finally get driver's license)... 
and now Battlestar Galactica. 

The first thing you've got to know 
about Galactica, if you haven’t seen it 
since you were prepubescent, is that 
it’s filled with hot chicks... ‘70s hot 
chicks. Guys too, | guess; this show 
was a showcase of interstellar cheese- 
cake. | mean... Jane Seymour? Dirk 
Benedict? That chick that played the 
blonde space hooker? Rowr. There's a 
‘70s someone here for everybody, 
unless you're a hardcore chubby-chas- 
er; there’s this one portly fighter pilot, 
but in general these are in-shape peo- 
ple who (a) are dealing with a critical 
food shortage and (b) have nothing to 


Here's your 
opportunity 
to save lives. 


Book a blood 
donation 
appointment 
today! 


Canadian 
Blood Services 
8249 - 114 Street 


Donor Clinic Hours 


Monday - Friday 
8 am - 1:30 pm & 
3 pm-7 pm 


Saturda’ 
9am -2 pm 


Call 1888 2 DONATE 


for more tntecmstion ox Le book aa appuletmrst. 
bloodservices.ca 


Sarah Rush 


wear but slim-cut velour outfits. Flee- 
ing through space with a ragtag fleet 
of refugee ships keeps you trim. 

My personal favourite is Flight 
Corporal Rigel (Sarah Rush), the Galac- 
tica’s bridge officer. Man, she is one 
super astro space cutie, especially in 
the warmly erotic glow of the red-alert 
light. She keeps her eyes down on her 
screens readouts as she commands 
and co-ordinates the Viper squadrons, 
so she’s always got this adorable eye- 
lashy averted-gaze look going on. And 
she’s cool, too; even when the entire 
surviving human race was half a cen- 
ton (30 seconds or nine million kilo- 
metres; take your pick) away, she 
stayed in control, only letting her 
voice waver attractively once or twice. 
After the pilot episode they started 
shooting her from a less flattering 
angle and gave her these ridiculous 
hair-braid things, and didn’t turn on 
the red-alert light so much, but she 


A 


still had the magic. Plus, she was in 
The Nude Bomb with Don Adams! 

The second thing you've got to 
know about Battlestar Galactica is that 
it’s best enjoyed in some kind of 
altered state. Myself, | have this weird 
flu thing going on, so my potion of 
choice was the Neo-Citran Margarita. 
Unfortunately | didn’t have any tequila 
or Neo-Citran, and | didn’t feel like 
changing out of my sick clothes 
(woolen poncho and stolen hospital 
scrubs) to go to the store, so | had to 
settle for “Space Cocktails”: miscella- 
neous dregs of scrap booze (blue 
curacao, peach schnapps, “Ciclon” 
brand rum liquor) and orange juice, 
washing down a couple of extra- 
strength Tylenol, taking the edge off a 
joint rolled from bone-dry ditchweed 
shake that'd be better used as a 
biodegradable anti-slip spread for my 
treacherously icy front steps. Results: a 
half-finished and typo-filled essay on 
how Muffet (the robot dog that was 
actually a trained chimpanzee in a 
heavy fur costume) must have been a 
Cylon spy, and a camera full of trea- 
sured memories. 

Now that | look back on things, | 
guess | must have had a pretty bad 
fever. © 
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Why not treat yourself 


to long hair overnight, 


with our top quality 100% 
human hair extensions. 


We also carry a large 
selection of high 
fashion, feather light 
wigs in a personal 
and private setting 


PLEASE PHONE BEATA OR DENNIS 
FOR YOUR CONSULTATIONS 


BRING THIS AD AND SAVE $50 ON YOUR EXTENSIONS! 


VINYL CAFE 
= DIARIES 
% by STUART MCLEAN 


| HIS LATEST COLLECTION OF 
STORIES FROM THE VINYL CAFE 


MUSEUM sO 
CALLED CANADA: | faa 


25 ROOMS OF WONDER | 
by CHARLOTTE GRAY 


TREASURY OF INFORMATION; A 
GREAT REFERENCE GUIDE 


MY PENGUIN 
OSBERT 


by ELIZABETH KIMMEL 


A BE-CAREFUL-WHAT-YOU-WISH- 
FOR CHRISTMAS PICTURE BOOK 


MON JAN 10TH 7: 


AUDREYS LITERARY SALON — author of 


DOUG 
COUPLAND 


Ds re 


~ 


NOSTRADAMUS 
reads from his new novel 


GENERATION X and HEY 


Print Culture 


Continued from page 4 


sad voice we have encountered else- 
where in Kroetsch’s poetry, as well as 
mingling layers of mythic allusion. Later 
in the book, in a “Poem for My Dead 
Sister,” there is a deeply moving por- 
trait of disorientation and loss: “you 
you, you we, you my/the braked earth, 
open/open the crocus, cry/soft, illu- 
mined catastrophe/the cratered heart, 
open, tock/the click of leaves, taking.” 
There is a full-fleshed relationship 
between the downright funny and the 
arrestingly serious in Kroetsch’s body of 
work that few other writers have dared 
to explore. { would liken it to Jacob 
wrestling God or, as Sheila Watson 
puts it in The Double Hook, “That when 
you fish for the glory you catch the 
darkness too.” This is nowhere more 
apparent than in his book-length poem 
Seed Catalogue, just reissued by Red 
Deer Press with beautiful wood engrav- 
ings by Jim Westergard. It is a book 
about origins, about what and how we 
remember and dream: “Into the dark 


FOR YOUR MOM ,GRANDMA, AUNTIE & SISTER 


THE PERRICONE PROMISE: NEVER RETREAT, NEVER 
LOOK YOUNGER, LIVE LONGER EXPLAIN, NEVER APOLOGIZE; 
IN 3.EASY STEPS MY LIFE, MY POLITICS 

by NICHOLAS PERRICONE by DEBORAH GREY 
LEARN ABOUT NEUROPEPTIDES . 
AND ANTI-AGING EE 


RUSHING TO 


ARMAGEDDON 


by MEL HURTIG 


AN ARDENT NATIONALIST CONDEMNS 
BUSH'S WEAPONIZATION OF SPACE 


GRIM GROTTO FROM THE 

SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE E G YP TOL OG Y 

EVENTS by EMILY SANDS 
by LEMONY'SNICKET FROM THE PUBLISHER OF 

BOOK #11 IN THIS BEST- DRAGONOLGY, FULL OF PULL-OUTS, 


SELLING SERIES (PRE-TEEN) 


of January/the seed catalogue 
bloomed/a winter proposition, 
if/spring should come, then,/with illus- 
trations.”Just when you think you hold 
all the book’s layers of meaning in your 
hand, it circles back on itself, points 
beyond and undermines itself, until 
poetic persona and author become 
marvelously tangled beyond all unrav- 
eling. In one small sense, Seed Cata- 
logue is literary theory clarified. It 
concretizes and elaborates theory by 
bringing it to imaginative life. 

“How do you grow a poet?” is the 
famous refrain of Seed Catalogue. | 
would venture that, in part, it was 
Kroetsch’s long journey towards writ- 
ing that lead him to his incalculably 
important work as a mentor of 
younger writers at such places as the 
Saskatchewan Summer School of the 
Arts, the University of Manitoba, and 
Sage Hill, which was singled out for 
mention in his Order of Canada 
investiture. He understood the vital 
necessity of a writing community, of 
literary foundations. “I think the new 
generation of writers can take west- 
ern Canadian literature for granted,” 


Kroetsch said when | interviewed him 
in 2000. “When | set out, there was a 
sense of silence. W.O. Mitchell and 
Sinclair Ross were there, but it cer- 
tainly wasn‘t a world of world of 
abundance. Now there is a body of 
work for young writers to work out 
of, but that can be a problem too. 
What do you do with what has 
become a literary tradition?” 

While | don’t know how Kroetsch 
feels about his growing list of “lifetime 
achievement” awards, he seemed 
remarkably at ease in 2000 with 
attending academic conferences con- 
vened to scrutinize his work. “I'm com- 
fortable with the process,” he said. “I 
think it’s because of my view of litera- 
ture as a collective enterprise. If people 
want to criticize, well, that’s fine with 
me. | guess | don’t have the sense of 
the text as mine; my books have come 
out of the culture and they go back 
into the culture. And scholars find 
many things that | don’t know, or at 
least don’t recognize, in my books. If 
you think you are really on top of lan- 
guage, you are kidding yourself; it is 
on top of you.” O 
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f Drastically reduced 
new capacity limits 
send a punitive 
message to 

area bars 


BY CHRIS BOUTET 


|#pitt had been told that the maxi- 
| mum capacity for his Whyte 
| Avenue dance club was 140 people; it 
was the number he saw every year 
when he reapplied for his business 
‘permit, it was the number that fire 
inspectors and police officers 
‘enforced on their regular rounds, and 
‘he ran his business accordingly. But 
when Colpitt received his renewed 
‘license back in November, he discov- 
ered that, without any real warning, 
this capacity number had changed— 
in his case, drastically enough to 
effectively cripple his business 
“We've been operating since the 
beginning of time at 140 seats, and 
we were issued a new business 
license that put our capacity at 59 
people. Well, I can’t pay rent on 59 
peopie,” says Colpitt, who is also the 
head of the Old Strathcona Hospitali- 
ty Association. “If you're consulted 
and you know that changes like 
these are coming, then you can make 
the appropriate business decisions— 


| Fi: years, Suite 69 owner Matt Col- 


like you wouldn’t spend any money 
to renovate, for instance, or you'd be 
able to give your staff layoff notice or 
something like that. We've got staff 
asking us ‘Are we going to go out of 
business? Am I going to still have a 
job?’ and frankly, we don’t really 
know what to tell them.” 

The story was similar elsewhere 
on the strip, although the changes 
varied in severity, but overall, the new 
business licenses reduced the total 


capacity of Whyte Ave’s bars from 
12,000 to 8,000—and only making 
matters worse was the fact that a 2003 
bylaw had put a moratorium on 
applications to expand capacity on 
Whyte Ave, which meant owners 
were stuck. And when they went to 
the City looking for answers, they 
were a little surprised to hear that 
these new, lower numbers had always 
been on the books, and if the owners 
didn’t know about them before this, 
well, that wasn’t the City’s problem. 


ACCORDING TO MARK GARRETT, 
head of the City of Edmonton's Plan- 
ning and Development Department, 
up until now, the number that bars 
had been seeing on all their docu- 
mentation for so long was the num- 
ber imposed by the fire code, which 
is actually only one of three capacity 


mMmurungo 


numbers that bar owners were oblig- 
ated to adhere to. The lower number 
that was now printed on the licenses 
is the development permit number, 
set by the City when the establish- 
ment was first constructed and deter- 
mined by factors such as available 
parking and proximity to other busi- 
nesses that might be affected. 

As Garrett explains, the decision 
to choose the development permit 
number was made out of a desire to 
standardize the enforceable capacity 
in hospitality establishments 
throughout the city. “Over the last 
several years, there has been concern 
on the part of Council and citizens 
generally that maybe we weren't 
enforcing all three numbers the way 
we should be,” he says. “And in the 
late 90s, the administration made 
the commitment to Council to work 
towards using only one number, and 
the solution was use the lowest num- 
ber, the development permit number, 
and display it on the business license. 
It’s certainly true that the difference 
between the fire number and the 
development permit number is fairly 
dramatic, and there certainly wasn’t a 
wide process to involve the bar own- 
ers in any great discussion about plac- 
ing the number on the business 
license, and I guess to a certain extent 
the Planning Department would sug- 
gest that this is simply a number that 
existed since the approval of the per- 
mit, so what's there to discuss? 


g 


Whyte Ave bars become incapacitated 


“The bar operators, I think, would 
come back with the contention that, 
well, they weren't necessarily the 
applicant for the original develop- 
ment permit that may have been 
received 20 years ago, and since it was 
never posted before, they either never 
understood it was there or took it all 
that seriously, so you should have told 
us,” he continues. “And, well, I guess 
you could go either way on that one.” 


THAT THEY WEREN'T WARNED of 
the changes is certainly an issue with 
affected businesses, but the owners of 
Whyte Ave’s bars are also left wonder- 
ing why their end of town was singled 
out. Garrett states that the initiative 
will eventually be in place city-wide, 
but his department decided to start 
with Whyte Ave because of “historic 
problems in the area.” However, 
Shirley Lowe, the executive director of 
the Old Strathcona Business Associa- 
tion, doesn’t feel that lowering capaci- 
ty is the answer to concerns that have 
been raised about the nightlife on 
Whyte. “I don’t know if you've been 
down Whyte Ave in the evening here 
sometimes, but people are willing to 
wait a very long time in line on the 
street to get into a nightclub,” Lowe 
says. “So if you take two or three or 
four thousand people out of the clubs 
and onto the street, how are you solv- 
ing the behaviour issues on the street? 

“Intuitively, you might think that 
if you cut capacity, the people are just 
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going to go away, but that’s illogical,” 
she continues. “This isn’t going to 
make a difference; it’s almost puni- 
tive, because the clubs are seen as this 
cause of social unrest, but the reality 
is that throwing people out on the 
street in no way deals with the issue 
that the business community thinks 
it has with this industry.” 

For now, all Colpitt and his col- 
leagues can do is refuse to enforce this 
new capacity limit while they wait for 
Council to address their concerns. But 
ultimately, Colpitt hopes that the city 
and the Old Strathcona associations 
will be able to work together to find a 
mutually agreeable solution. “Our 
organization is hopeful and optimistic 
that there’s a solution that will allow 
businesses to remain intact and peo- 
ple to keep their jobs while ensuring 
that the concerns of the community 
and the city are met,” Colpitt says. 
“We fully accept that having this type 
of business in the area can cause prob- 
lems for the daytime businesses and 
for the residents, so what we want to 
do is talk to these groups, find out 
what the problems are, and find some 
real solutions. We have reached out to 
community groups and the City over 
this issue, hoping to start a dialogue, 
and to date we haven’t heard back. 
But regardless, just changing these 
numbers isn’t going to have the 
desired effect people think it will 
have. So let’s work together to find 
these solutions.” © 
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Daily 5:00 pm 10:00 pm 
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EDMONTONS MOST UNIQUE 
KOREAN CUISINE 
* SPECIAL LUNCH BUFFET = 
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(lots of great prizes!)) 
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Ample helpings, 
cozy atmosphere 
put this Greek 
taverna in the 
winners’ circle 


By IAIN ILICH 


and I found ourselves sitting on a 

couple of rustic bar stools in 
Koutouki Taverna, a popular 
Greek restaurant next door to the 
Roxy on 124 Street, waiting patient- 
ly for a table to free up. The place 
was packed to the rafters (which I'd 
suspected it might be), leaving me 
thankful that I’d reserved a table for 
two in advance. The staff were 
friendly while we waited for our 
supposedly reserved table, never let- 
ting us feel like we'd been forgotten, 
and after 10 or 15 minutes of wait- 
ing, we were led to a table right next 
to the front window, which had a 
great view of both the street outside 
and the action happening within 
the cramped quarters of the 
kitchen/dining room. 

When it came time to decorate 
their quaint little Greek taverna, it 
seems Koutouki’s owners went with 
their gut instincts rather than a 
high-priced interior designer. The 
result is an air of friendly, kind- 
hearted honesty that money alone 
can’t buy. The whole place has a 
glow about it, from the posters, pho- 
tos and knickknacks on the walls to 
the plants hanging from the ceiling. 
The plants, by the way? Amazing. 
There's a jungle’s worth of inter- 
twined plants and vines above the 
dining area, giving patrons the 
strange feeling of dining beneath the 


[:: on a Sunday evening, my wife 


mon-thu 
friday 
saturday 


catering 
reserve the dining 


room tor your 
special event 


canopy of some magical Greek rain 
forest. The false ceiling of greenery 
boosts the level of cozy charm, mak- 
ing it that much more romantic. The 
candles, gentle lighting and rural 
print tablecloths certainly don’t hurt 
either. 

It didn’t take long for our pleas- 
ant, helpful server to make her way 
over to take our order. Feeling a bit 
festive, we both went with beer, my 
wife choosing a Heineken, me opt- 
ing for a Mythos, a light, fizzy Greek 
beer (both $5.75). Food-wise, we 
weren’t sure about portion sizes, so 
we thought it best to consult our 
server before taking any leaps. She 
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explained that our initial choices (a 
couple of souvlakis) were large, but 
not nearly as ridiculously large as 
several of their other offerings. Since 
we were hoping to have room for a 
dessert, we went with our initial 
instincts, ordering a Kota Chicken 
Souvlaki Kebap, a grilled, seasoned 
chicken kebob with a pita, tzatziki 
sauce and onions for myself, and an 
Arni Lamb Souvlaki Kebap (which 
was the same as my kebob, but with 
lamb instead of chicken) for my 
wife (both $18). We toyed with get- 
ting an order of Greek-spiced roast- 
ed potatoes, but were informed by 
our server that they were included 
with our meal (as was a salad, we 
quickly discovered). 


WITHIN A FEW MINUTES, our serv- 
er returned with a tasty Greek salad, 
which was a pleasant enough way to 
start things off. The cucumbers, 
tomatoes, green peppers, onions and 
olives were smothered under an 
ample helping of feta and dressing, 
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Pan-seared Salmon Fillet 
with a SWeel reduction & white wine butter sauce 
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and the whole thing tasted remark- 
ably fresh. 

Not long after we'd finished and 
had our plates cleared, the rest of 
our meal appeared. Our server kindly 
warned us that touching the metal 
skewers holding the grilled meat 
would, at this point, be an uncom- 
fortable experience, so I set to work 
on the soft, delicious, lightly sea- © 
soned roasted potatoes instead. 1” 
then cautiously progressed to the 
souvlaki, wrapping the skewer of 
chicken in the pita bread and 
pulling the tender pieces of marinat- 
ed meat off the stick, squishing it 
around in the tzatziki sauce. After 
helping my wife with her souvlaki, I 
took a bite of mine: sheer, unadulter- 
ated Greek-dining ecstasy. The meat 
was wonderfully tender, perfectly 
marinated and swimming in the 
heavenly dilly, creamy tzatziki sauce. 
My wife was every bit as impressed 
with her lamb souvlaki. 

Lord knows we were already full 
enough after the main course, but we 
still decided to order a little some- 
thing to split for dessert. The bakla- 
va, a flaky pastry with nuts and 
honey ($4), sounded like just the 
thing to finish our meal on a high 
note, along with a couple of sweet, 
boiled Greek coffees ($2) to prepare 
us for the harsh, miserable, slushy 
world outside. As it turned out, the 
baklava was delicious, with just the 
right flaky texture and a generous 
amount of honey and nuts. (Again, 
the freshness made all the differ- 
ence.) I also found the Greek coffee 
delicious, reminding me as it did of 
my grandfather's muddy, earthy, 
boiled coffee, which I enjoyed so 
often as a kid, right down to the 
sludge at the bottom of the cup. My 
wife took one sip, twisted her face 
into an expression of horrified dis- 
gust and passed me her almost-full 
cup (which I gratefully accepted). 

The evening was a fantastic suc- 
cess, leaving us very full and satisfied 
as we wandered out to try our luck 
with Edmonton Transit’s late-night 
service. (God help us all.) For $55.50 
before tax and tip, it was an entirely 
affordable luxury of a meal, both in 
terms of quality and quantity. I can 
only imagine what those ridiculous 
pei would have looked like. @ 
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We arrived late at 
Wonderful Garden, 
and wished we 
could have stayed 
there even later 


By CHRISTOPHER THRALL 


were late in a way that only 
W::: parents whose babysitters 
live in a bedroom community 
could be. “We'll be right there” means 
nothing anymore, not when a step out 
the door requires you to take preventa- 
tive measures against every eventuali- 
ty. A phone call to our dinner 
companions bought us a half hour, 
but we were well beyond that by the 
time we zipped into the parking lot at 
Wonderful Garden. Just remember 
the golden rule: always blame the 
child—that’s what they’re there for. 

At first glance, Wonderful Gar- 
den’s strip-mall fagade didn’t exactly 
inspire confidence with its saloon-like 
lettering and bright neon signage. But 
my co-worker had recommended it as 
the freshest and tastiest Chinese 
restaurant in the city, so how could 
we pass it up? We invited her and her 
husband to introduce us to this Man- 
darin sensation on a double date. 

Our friends, both graphic design- 
ers, were relaxing with their Cokes and 
a single bowl of wonton soup out of 
the two they had ordered. A quick 
browse through the menus was 
encouraging; a few brief pages hit 
every base and showed some intrigu- 
ing novelty. The four of us decided on 
six entrées plus spring rolls (2 for 
$2.50), tea for me at $1.10 and hot 
chocolate ($1.75) for my wife. The 
brusque waitress, a little bit too com- 
mitted to the idea of maximum effi- 
ciency, pressed us for our orders. As she 
strode away, a customer blocked her 
for a second. We overheard a curt 
“Move.” You have to admire that kind 
of dedication. In honour of a recently 
released DVD set and my co-worker’s 
forgotten order, we dubbed her the 
Wonton Soup Nazi: “No soup for you!” 

We couldn’t fault her speed, 
though. I barely had time to mock the 
huge photo of King Ralph that graced 
the wall and yearn briefly for a place 
among the restaurant reviews blown 
up and mounted to the wall before she 
returned, bearing hot chocolate 
topped with a precarious tower of 

cream, a tasty pot of tea and 
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spring rolls. Stuffed with enchant- 
ment, the rolls were searing hot and a 
little oily but absolutely delicious. | 
wiped my fingers and watched the 
huge aquarium that divided the 
restaurant in two. We discussed the 
eternal desire to point at one of its 
occupants and say, “I'll eat him.” None 
of us had ever done so, however, and I 
doubt it ever happens. Likely, the 
greatest dangers to those fish are old 
age and kids pounding on the glass. 


THEN THE DISHES STARTED to 
arrive, and all conversation stopped. 
Lamenting the bizarre absence of a 
lazy Susan in the middle of the table, 
I spooned, passed and grazed as 
whim seized me. We had mixed some 
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standards with more experimental 
choices and were well rewarded. The 
huge, luscious shrimp in the Double 
Wong ($9.25) burst with flavour on 
their crisp noodle bed. The tender 
Beef with Mixed Vegetables ($7.95) 
was as delicious as any I'd tried, but I 
found the Pork Dumplings ($6.25) a 
little bland even with their dipping 
sauce kick. The Pineapple Curry Fried 
Rice ($6.25), meanwhile, was just 
wrong: I feel that curry has no place 
in Chinese food, but was seriously 
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outvoted around the table. 

Two dishes kept pulling me back, 
however; even stuffed with two 
hearty platefuls, I couldn't stop pick- 
ing until they were gone. The tender 
and succulent Honey Garlic Ribs 
($7.50) basked in their sweet syrup 
and beckoned me to return over and 
over again. As well, I had ordered the 
Szechuan Beef ($8.95) when I read 
the menu’s boast that it was both the 
original and the best; I’m glad I did. 
Slightly crisper and with a bit more 
bite than ginger beef, each of us 
picked surreptitiously at the plate 
with our chopsticks long after we had 
given up on the rest of the dishes. 

We chatted as the remains were 
packed up to go and puzzled ata 
small shrine high up on the wall, a 
plate of Mandarin oranges set before 
it as an offering. Four healthy 
appetites were well sated and each of 
us paid less than $20 including tax 
and tip. Most exciting, each of us 
except my co-worker had two fortunes 
in our cookies! One of mine told me 
that a thrilling time was in my imme- 
diate future, but I knew better: we 
were late to pick up our daughter. 

P.S.: I'm sorry for calling you the 
Wonton Soup Nazi, and thank you for 
running out my wife's forgotten purse! © 
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When | heard that the World Cup paint 
crew needed volunteers, | thought |’d dye 


BY JAMES RADKE 


The Lake Louise volunteer website 
read: “The annual hosting of the 
Winterstart is the culmination of 
thousands of person-hours by the 
race organizing committee and three 
to four weeks of on-snow work by a 
cadre of volunteers numbering 
around 200 on any given day! Why 
do we go to this effort every year?” 

Yes, why? I needed to find out. 
So I volunteered—and working at 
CIBC Lake Louise 


more than 20 countries gathered to 
begin the 39th season of the World 
Cup Tour. There were volunteers 
from every province there, some 
from the States, a bunch from Aus- 
tralia and even a few from Europe. | 
was surprised to hear that some peo- 
ple used volunteering at the event as 

a vacation opportunity. 
Sunday night was our first offi- 
cial safety meeting; every volunteer 
had to attend 


Winterstart World before going up on 
Cup turned out to rl the hill into.a 


be one of the most 
rewarding experiences of my 29-year 
skiing career. 

I was just one of the hundreds of 
volunteers, professional course and 
race staff on hand working tirelessly 
to deliver the goods as athletes from 


potentially dan- 

gerous environment. After watching 

the safety film, which had a lot of 

crashes in it, it was clear this week 
was not going to be a cakewalk. 

The next morning, we were all 

up at 6 a.m. so that we could be 
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down at the Lake Louise Inn in time 
for our morning meeting (and free 
breakfast!) where we found out 
what was going on for the day, 
checked in with the volunteer staff 
and met our new work crews. Each 
work crew had a different job to 
perform on the mountain (track 
preparation, spectator fence installa- 
tion, safety system installation, 
course control, gate judging, side 
slipping and course maintenance) 
and each crew is run by an experi- 
enced crew chief. I joined the paint 
crew. Our crew chief was Pete Deker, 
a professional from Whistler, and he 
had his hands full with this crew. 
There was Mike Kearney, whose 
youngest son is a first-year FIS racer, 
which means he regularly volun- 
teers at races in the lower mainland. 
But the other volunteers included 
everyone from Stephen Hope, who's 
worked with the Canadian Forces as 
a fitness director for almost seven 
years; Joe Battaglia, a data sales 
manager from Mississauga and Peter 
Karl, an engineer from Calgary 
rounded out our crew. I asked Peter 
why he did this. “If I have to 
explain, you won’t understand,” he 
replied. “It’s interesting to see peo- 
ple’s reactions when I tell them that 
instead of lying on a beach with a 
drink in hand, I chose to spend my 
week waking up at 5:45 a.m., get- 
ting on a chairlift in the dark at 
7:30, skiing around with a 40-pound 
pack of blue dye on my back until 
my leg muscles can’t take anymore, 
then shoveling snow or moving 
Safety fences until the lifts close.” 


OUR CREW’S JOB was to take the 50 
gallons of blue juice that Battaglia 
Prepared every day and highlight the 
borders of the race course, the darker 
areas, the compressions, the upcom- 
ing turns and the landing areas in 
order to create a safer, more manage- 
able course for the racers. At the 


lines : 
three training days, two downhill 
ace and one super G race. The days 


aa quickly while avoiding 
Pproaching skiers, slippers, 


snow squalls, icy patches, high 
winds, poor edges and sore legs. 

Stephen had the biggest scare of 
our adventure after getting caught 
on the inside fall line of Tickety 
Chute, the steepest, harshest drop 
on the course, with Olympic cham- 
pion Janica Kostelic flying towards 
him after taking off and descending 
far right of the preferred landing 
area. Clips of the opening credits to 
Wide World of Sports flashed through 
his head. From that day on, he 
earned the nickname “Jesus,” in 
honour of the few quick prayers he 
uttered that day. 

Our first day on the course was 
spent learning the ins and outs of 
our job and getting used to skiing 
with a large tank of blue juice on our 
backs. The following days were 
tough, especially after the weather 
changed on Thursday. High winds 
and snow canceled the final training 
run and heavy snow continued to 
fall on the course Friday night and 
into Saturday morning. Whatever 
snow fell had to come off. Loose 
snow on the course is dangerous for 
the racers, and the constant snow 
and wind meant visibility was limit- 
ed. The paint crew was in constant 
demand. 


BUT DESPITE THE CONSTANT blue 
hands, sore back, knees and legs, | 
would go back out there tomorrow if 
asked. Waking up to majestic moun- 
tain scenery every day, skiing world- 
famous terrain (or, rather, 
side-slipping, painting and shoveling 
snow from it) and enjoying the 
camaraderie of the volunteers far 
outweighed the price of airfare from 
Toronto to Calgary and a bus shuttle 
from the airport to Lake Louise. And 
I was very proud of what we accom- 
plished as a new crew—there was 
zero radio calls for more paint 
despite the harsh conditions that hit 
us on the last few days. 

If you ever get an opportunity to 
volunteer for a World Cup ski event 
or any local ski race, do it. The ath- 
letes appreciate it, the organizers 
need you and you'll come away with 
memories and a sense of accomplish- 
ment that will last a lifetime. Next 
year I will take two weeks off instead 
of just 10 days and watch some of 
the best ski racing in the world. © 
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By JAMES RADKE 


With gr eat powder comes 
great r esponsibility 


Time and again, you will find many 
types of snow on a mountain depend- 
ing on the altitude, temperature and 
the number of people who have 
tracked the area—and if you want to 
become a good rider, you'll need to 
get used to all of them. 

Most snowboarders’ favourite sur- 
face is powder—freshly fallen, 
untouched, soft snow made up of tiny 
flakes and crystals that provide a blan- 
ket so smooth and soft that it almost 
makes you feels as though you were 
floating in a weightless environment. 
(Note to beginners: powder is also 
often packed in thick layers that form a 
natural pillow for any crashes.) Thick 
powder is the best surface for trying 
new tricks and increasing your speed 
record. It’s also easier to carve turns, 
control your speed and hold your edge 
on powder. 

Still, powder surfaces can be an 
obstacle for those who are not familiar 
with it. When riding on this type of 
surface, it’s important that you main- 
tain speed. If you slow down too 
much, you will start planing or even 
sink into the powder and get stuck. To 
keep your snowboard from digging 
into the powder, make sure to main- 
tain a slightly backward stance and 
your tip pointing upwards. 

Due to its thick, soft upper layer, 
people tend to ride powder harder 
than they would normally do and 
become more reckless. Powder can 
cover rocks, ice, tree stumps and even 
crevasses with a thin layer. So it’s 
important not to get too carried away 
and to keep your eyes wide open for 
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these kinds of traps, especially when 
you're out of bounds. 

Crud could be classified as one 
step up from powder. As more and 
more people ride through the powder, 
the snow gets piled up at certain 
places and packed down at others. 
Fresh powder soon becomes “tracked 
out,” resulting in an uneven surface 
with slippery patches and lumps of 
soft, powder-like snow. Therefore, the 
amount of resistance that your board 
encounters in crud is always changing. 
Snowboarding on crud is more chal- 
lenging than riding on powder, but 
that doesn’t necessarily mean it’s less 
fun. The key to traversing crud is riding 
more aggressively. Keep your knees 
bent so that you can absorb the 
impact from riding bumps and uneven 
terrain. Also, keep your eyes on where 
you're going and choose your lines 
well. Riding crud and learning its tricks 
will improve your overall control of 
your snowboard. 

As the name implies, crust has a 
harder layer on top of softer powder 
snow. (It’s formed when the sun and 
the wind melt the top layer of pow- 
der, whereupon the cold air freezes it 
solid again.) If the crust is hard, you 
will remain riding on top of the hard- 
er, icy surface. If the crust is soft, you 
will most likely punch through it, 
breaking the crust with your ankles as 
you go. If you try riding through 
intermediate crust, you might find 
yourself punching through it and 
then bumping against a harder part 
again. Not much fun. 

As with crud, crust aerianaa a 
more aggressive riding style, Keep your 
eyes open for better lines. As you make 
your turns, be sure to keep your snow- 
board out of the crust either by jump 
turning or at least by pulling your 
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knees up in mid-turn. When the air 
temperature rises above the freezing 
point, the snow starts to melt, its water 
content becomes very high and the 
delicate snow crystals change into 
large grains of ice, forming slush. 

Wet snow is heavier to traverse 
than light slow, which means turning 
in slush is harder than turning in softer 
snow—aggressive moves are needed 
to perform your usual techniques. 
Smooth carving turns are the way to 
go in slush if you want to take it easy 
and not wear yourself out. 

Finally, snowboarders hate lee as 
intensely as they love powder. This 
type of snow is the exact opposite of 
powder—hard, slippery and hell to 
navigate. (Actually, you'll never find 
real ice on the slopes. What you do 
encounter a lot of is snow that has 
melted and frozen again a number of 
times. This solid surface of icy com- 
pact snow is often misleadingly 
referred to as “ice.”) If you’re board- 
ing on ice, it will be hard to keep an 
edge. If you anticipate icy conditions, 
consider having the edges of your 
snowboard sharpened—that'll help 
you in turns and improve your general 
level of control. 

The key to riding ice is to keep 
your movements smooth and subtle. If 
you brake too hard or put too much 
pressure on an edge, you'll probably 
slip and suffer a painful landing. Then 
again, finding a slope made of pure ice 
is rare. But if you do encounter one, try 
to find lines that are still covered with 
snow. Watch your moves as you tra- 
verse from ice into snow and vice 
versa. Remember: ice rides fast, but 
snow will slow you down. © 
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What the poles indicate 


Why do we rely on or poles for so 
much of our turns? Well, have you ever 
dropped your pole off the chair or 
skied without them for any length of 
time? It’s tough to do. When it hap- 
pens to me, | feel unbalanced and my 
timing is way off. | use carbon fibre ski 
poles that weigh next to. nothing, but 
take them away and | ski as if I'd 
downed a bottle of wine. In other 
words, the pole plant is a very impor- 
tant part of turning effectively. 

So what's the proper technique for 
a pole plant? Well, picture yourself 
with a full tray of drinks walking 
through the lodge—that’s where your 
hands should be when you ski and 


when you plant the pole. If you plant ~ 


and ski by the pole, you cause a chain 
reaction that screws up your balance 
and almost every other aspect of a 
good turn. 

The pole swing primarily guides 
your move across your skis and into 
the new turn. It comes mostly from the 


hand and wrist—your grip should 
remain relaxed. If you bend your wrist 
a lot to swing the pole, you're proba- 
bly holding on too tight. The direction 
of the swing is key—swing the pole tip 
in the direction you want your body to 
travel. For long turns, swing the pole 
just a little downhill of the direction in 
which the skis are pointing. As your 
turns get shorter, swing the pole more 
directly down the hill. No matter how 
big or quick your turn, keep the swing 
smooth and rhythmic, in time with 
your turns. 

The term “pole plant” suggests 
the pole tip must be firmly jabbed into 
the ground. Not so! As your pole 
swing ends, the pole plant should be 
more of a “pole touch,” occurring 
around the time your skis move into 
the new turn. A strong touch becomes 
a “plant” in bumps or heavy snow; it 
may occur a little earlier in the turn to 
help stabilize your upper body, but 
don’t let your hand (or upper body) 
get driven backwards. Your hands 
must remain up and forward. 

If you’re using shaped skis and 
moving smoothly down most slopes, 
the pole touch is a signal that you've 
completed a turn in balance and are 
moving into a new turn. Think of the 
touch as an indicator of balance: eyes 
and hands up, skis rolling across the 
base to the new edges and your pole 
tip smoothly engaging the snow. ® 
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season for just $35 a day. You also save $20 on Ski and Stay. 
packages booked through Kicking Horse Centraln (ninimum 2 night stay) 

Available until Dec. 24th at: 
Pacesetter, Sundance and Skiers Sport. 


x; 


et eS 
7 


kickinghorseresort.com |-866-SKI-KICK 


KICKING] 


MOUNTAIN RESORT 


Golden, British Columbia 


- 4 
_ ~ 
i 


ih od 7 
a 


LE om aid 


Come try out our new Mountain Feather Beds and you may never go home. 


|. ae ot fo 


Baall 


L VOYAGER 
AN Meme 


PLUS 8 
ATE 


4% 


© Full kitchen 
© Living room 
° blk A BONFF LODGING Ce 


° Pato WM 
fone ieidege 1-800-563-8764 


* Rate subject to availability. Taxes additional. Valid January 3 - February 10, 2004 


BANE M 


a. ~- - 


VUEWEEKLY @P DECEMBER 16-22, 2004 


Pay, fall 
gue (INES 


By HART GOLBECK 


Alive and Kicking 


Kicking Horse Resort in Golden, B.C. has 
added some luxury on-hill condomini- 
um suites for this ski season. Dubbed 
the Copper Horse Lodge, these condos 
are just a stone’s throw from the lifts 
and include all the amenities for a luxu- 
rious stay: feather beds, outdoor hot 
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A Heritage Hotel since 1929 


tub and spa-style ensuites. All this fancy 
stuff doesn’t come cheap, though: rates 
range from $130-200 per person per 
night, but if you have the dough, this is 
definitely a place to ski and stay. 


Liftie aspirations 


It’s that time of the year where most ski 
resorts are looking for enthusiastic and 
fun-spirited people to fill vacant posi- 
tions. Marmot Basin and Castle Moun- 
tain need lifties, instructors and 
mechanics as well as food and beverage 
personnel. There are even supervisory 
positions available if you're feeling 
overqualified. The pay isn’t great, but 
the skiing and boarding is free and most 
resorts allow complimentary swapping 
with other hills. Check them out on the 
web; the positions and contacts are all 
posted on the resort sites. 
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Vicious cycle 


Ski bikes have been on the slopes in 
Europe for years and this year they'll 
make their debut at Marmot Basin. It’s 
a simple concept, really: just remove 
the wheels and crank, replace them 
with skis and foot pegs, and then it’s 
all downhill from there. Oh yeah, you'll 
also need to wear ski boots and strap 
on some short skis for balance. I’m 
thinking this will be really hard on the 
ass, not to mention a pain to get on a 
chair, but to each his own. And yes, | 
am going to try it. 


Demo-cracy in action 


If this is the year you're going to invest 
in some new Salomon gear, then Sun- 
shine Village on December 18 is the 
place to be. Salomon reps with all their 
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gear will be on-hill from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. and it’s.all free for testing, but you 
do need a credit card so they know 
you'll be coming back with the goods. 


The chattering classes 


Freeze Factor is back at Whistler and 
this year it’s a team event. Last year’s 
winner stood shirtless for hours in sub- 
zero temperatures. He followed that 


with the fastest slurpee suck and in the 
final event, managed to unthaw a 
frozen, balled-up T-shirt and put it on 
ahead of the others. Like last year, this 
year’s winners get free Whistler sea- 
son’s passes along with the privilege of 
taking a few friends with them on the 
first trip up the slopes on opening day. 
I’m looking forward to hearing what 
this year’s brave souls have to endure 
to bag a $1,400 pass. O 
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Winter is truly here with the a, 
biggest single snowfall at Marmot 
Basin in 3 years! Mother Nature 

© domped 38cm of snow on the 
mountain last weekend and 


are available there's even more in the forcast. 
throughout January! 57 runs including the Knob Area 
i are now open with more runs 
Special Marmot 4 opening daily so get off the couch 


and head west to Jasper now! 


Basin Rates and 


accomodations rates! pemeaee OUr snorkel Hekarse 


; DEK cm this is what winter is all about! 
;MARMOT BASIN, ALBERTA See you on the slopes. 
> ie 2 
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Jasper National Park, AB 
Phone: 780-852-4461 
Fax: 780-852-5916 

www. peennes com 


Toll Free North A 
100 661. 1-1 4933 
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LOCAL: 
Rabbitt Hill - . 
Snow Valley - 60cm hase, all lifts and run open 


ALBERTA: 
Castle Mtn -20-100cm base, opening TBA 

Gan. Olympic Park - 50cm base 

Fortress - opening TBA 

Lake Louise -69-9icm base, tem new snow, all 11 lifts and 75 runs open 
Marmot Basin - 70cm base, all main lifts and 57 runs open. 

Mt. Norquay - 65-1 10cm base, 4 lifts and 11 runs open 

Nakiska - 58-87cm hase, 5 lifts and 18 runs open 

Sunshine - 112cm base, 2cm new snow, all 12 lifts and 83 runs open 


B.C.: 
] Apex - 92cm base, Gem new snow 

Big White - 168cm base, )4cmnew snow 

Crystal Mtn - 50cm base, opening Dec 16th 

Fernie - 126cm base, 2cm new snow, 4 lifts and 45 runs open 

Fairmont - opening Dec 17th 

Kicking Horse - 96cm base, opening Dec 17th 

Kimberley - 55cm base, 3cm new snow, opening scheduled for Dec 18th 

Mt. Washington - 36cm med mtn hase, opening TBA 

Panorama -32-77cm base, Jom new snow, 7 lifts and 15 runs open 

Powder King - 130cm base, 18cm new snow, 2lifts and 24 runs open 

Powder Springs - 95-185cm hase, 15-23cm new snow, opening Dec 17th 

Red Mtn - 128cm base, 3cm new snow, reduced rates in effect 

Silver Star - 150cm base, 4cm new snow 

Sun Peaks - 109cm base, 2cm new snow, 9 lifts and 115 runs open 

Whistler Blackcomb - 121em base, 39 runs open - Whistler, 38 runs open - Blackcomb 
Whitewater - 157cm base, cm new snow 


Down South: 
Big Mtn - 33-137cm base, 5 lifts and 75 runs open, reduced rate in effect until Dec 19th 
Big Shy - 55cm mid mtn base, 2cm new snow, 8 lifts open 

49 Degrees - 30cm base, 5cm new snow, open 7 days a week starting Dect 7th 
Great Divide Ski Area - 25-50cm base 

Lookout Pass - 50cm base, 12cm new snow, reduced rates in effect 

Mt. Spokane - 25cm base, 5cm new snow, opening TBA 

Schweitzer Mtn - 57cm base, Zom new snow, opening TBA 

Silver Mtn - 50cm baso, 4 liftts and 19 runs open 

Sun Valley -75-135cm base 
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KICKING 
[HO RS E| www.kickinghorseresort.com 


1 800 SKI-KICK 


MOUNTAIN RESORT 


www.skiwhitew 
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Shi she 
BANFF 


@ NORQUAY 


M KICKING HORSE 
SKI & STAY PACKAGE 


$ 20 . 
FROM 8 1 /PERSON 
Daily Ski Shurtle available upon request 


New Kitchen suites. Pool,Waterslide, 
Hot Tub, Sauna & Mtn Shuttle. Golden, BC 


YOU CAN HAVE THIS SPACE 
EVERY WEEK FOR PEANUTS!!* 


6 “PAYMENT IM PEAMUTS OR AMY OTHER LEGUMES NOT ACCEPTED 


EASY RIBER 


SNOWBOARD 
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Ad WINTER RESORT + NELSON, BCH 
Pure, Simple & Real... DEEP 
INFO:1.800.666.9420 


Toll Free 1-866-Go4-Snow 


52 The Condition Report 


at 
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Www.panoramaresort.com 


4211-106 St. 413-4554 
Edmonton, Alberta 
S www. TheEasyRider.com 


An eager 
cross-country 
neophyte gets a 
headstart on the 
Nordic ski season 


By CHRISTIE SCHULTZ 


en before I started cross-country 
Fine I knew intuitively that it is 

not officially winter in Edmonton 
until those skinny little ski tracks 
start showing up in fresh snow. 

Despite October's snowy surprise, 
winter came late to our city this year, 
the first actual dump neglecting to 
show up until the first weekend in 
December. My partner and I headed 
out the morning 
after the flakes fell 
to tentatively cut 
some tracks in the 
new snow (and a bit of old grass) at a 
park in town. It was a good warm-up 
for track-set skiing, I was told, but 
the real fun would be gliding 
through set tracks in the woods, tak- 
ing hills and zipping past trees. Alas, 
when I called to find if any trails 
were finished, the park rangers 
laughed and said they could only 
pack this small amount of snow—no 
trails would likely be set near 
Edmonton this first snow. 

And so, a week and two passing 
flurries later, we sought a recommen- 
dation from Roger at Fast Trax after 
attending his ski waxing clinic for 
novice skiers. The best cross-country 
skiing near Edmonton right now is 
at Blackfoot near Elk Island Park and 
the Strathcona Wilderness Centre; 
here in town, the best trails are at 
Capilano. And as we speak, our city 
park rangers have given up laughing 
at me and are busy grooming more 
trails that should be in good condi- 
tion by the end of the month if the 
snow gods co-operate. 

1 should mention at this point 
that I am indeed a novice cross- 
country skier, having taken up the 


sport only last year after hearing 
about all the fun my mother had 
been having for about three years. 
I've arrived late at most sporting 
adventures, it seems, and cross-coun- 
try seemed like a good one to take 
up: it’s relatively inexpensive, there 
are a lot of trails in or near town and 
the cross-country ski community is 
quite friendly and helpful. . 

Friendly and helpful certainly 
describe the folks at Fast Trax, in 
any case. As this year marks the first 
year that I’ve had my own cross- 
country skis, I’m just learning to 
refer to temperature by wax colour 
instead of degrees. . 

This is where the waxing work- 
shop came in handy. While I could 
have gone with waxless skis, 
Edmonton’s cold and variable win- 

ter climate makes 
waxable skis more 
versatile. And on 
Friday night, 
Roger outlined and demonstrated 
the techniques I'll need to prep my 
skis for any condition. According to 
Roger, waxing skis is a lot like cook- 
ing; everyone develops their own 
perfect recipe. (I don’t, however, rec- 
ommend tasting the colourful 
waxes, no matter how hungry all 
that skiing makes you.) . 


ON SUNDAY THE 12TH, freshly 
waxed skis on my feet and a solid 
recommendation for good trails in 
my pocket, I found myself at the 
Waskegan Staging Area of the 
Blackfoot ski trails. This early in the 
season, only the keen and in-the- 
know are out there. And with a 
Birkebeiner’s worth of trails, we 
hardly saw anyone else once we left 
the parking lot. 

You’d think that after only a 
week's worth of snow it would be 
tricky to find well-groomed, track-set 
trails. But I was amazed! The tracks 
were in such excellent condition 
that I couldn’t blame them for any 
of my impressive-looking face 
plants. Unlike the wax, the snow out 
there tasted quite good. In fact, it’s 
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not hard to figure out why cross- 
country skiing is enjoying a surge in 
popularity. While there’s a lot to 
learn if you want to be really com- 
petitive or build up the endurance to 
take on the annual 55-kilometre 
Torskeklubben Birkebeiner with or 
without a five-kilogram pack, it's 
actually a pretty natural thing to do. 
The general form and movements 
are pretty easy to pick up, and if 
you're looking for winter exercise, 
few activities are more thoroughly 
exhausting. 

So, despite the occasional sponta- 
neous tumble from the tracks and 
into the fresh, powdery snow, I had a 
great day of skiing. The trails provid- 
ed a few interesting challenges, a few 
opportunities to learn that trees are 
not always my friend and more than 
a few minutes of picking up speed 
and just enjoying the rhythm of the 
sport. After two hours of skiing, dusk 
was approaching and it was time to 


head back to the parking lot. Except 
for the last 400 metres, we hadn’t 
skied the same trail twice. I could 
probably add several hours to a ski- 
ing adventure at Blackfoot and say 
the same thing. And to top it all off, 
we passed by some grazing buffalo 


just outside the ski area on our way 
home. I barely felt as though I'd left 
the city and yet there’s something 
very special about that area. For 
cross-country skiers of any ability, it’s 
a great place to spend a weekend 
afternoon. ® 


| eS ee | W/L ia 
Our packages are affordabee 
and include: | 


* Accomodations at Swiss Village 


or Inns of Banff (min 2 


night stay) 


¢ Tri area ski pass for Lake Louise, Sunshine 
Village, and Banff Mount Norquay (opens Dec) 


¢ Daily Breakfast ¢ Ski Shop Discounts 


¢ Complimentary use of outdoor 
hot pool, indoor pool, jacuzzi & saunas 


Selected 
W49 Beanies 


*per person, per night based on double occupancy, plus applicable 1ax 


9 
Ps 


Valid till Jan 06/05 


www.innsofbanff.co 

Alberta Toll-Free: 1-866-760-850 

email: resry@innsofbanff.co: 

Inns of Banff, 600 Banff Avenu 
Banff, Alberta T1L 1 

fax: 403-762-243 
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Swins Village 


fans Suites 


Single or 
Double Row 
Seating 


Onboard 
Movies 


TEST G0 
redorrow, 


%e@ 


Self-Serve 
Hot or Cold 
Beverages 


VI N, 


suitarSigned,, 
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NEW 
SCHOOL 
TRAVEL 


Ask about our 

STUDENT TICKET PACK 

and our other great 
discount offers. 


1.800.232.1958 


several departures daily: 
Calgary 

Red Deer 
olnrelaicela) 

Fort McMurray 


www.redarrow.ca 
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with his family and eating food, he 
felt there should be something 
more. “I’ve always liked the Christ- 
mas holidays,” he says. “Maybe it’s 
just because I’m a huge fan of 
Home Alone. | just love coming out 
when everyone's just hanging out 
and not having to shop or do any 
of that shit. They’re just partying 
because they’ve got the next cou- 
ple weeks off from either work, 
school or whatever. We always 
wanted to make an annual Christ- 
mas party to have everyone come 
out, hang out, see great bands and 
fuck each other up. You know, get 
away from the family and the tra- 
ditional society things that you’re 
supposed to do.” 


ene MELISSA MAJEAU « tHe muse 


1 6 CD Release party for “The Time has Come”. 
With guests ROGER. 


FOR THE LAST FEW YEARS, the 
show was held at Stars, where the 


‘FRI/SAT KIT KAT CLUB _ low stage and ceiling had the kids 
literally hanging from the rafters and 

17/18 . : dogpiling the band while they 
Dance the night away with the played. It was a beautifully chaotic 

Kit Kat Club on the last weekend atmosphere, perfectly suited to their 


needs; however, this year they’ve 
moved to the much larger Starlite 
Room. MacKinnon admits he’s a bit 
nervous about packing the cav- 
ernous club with kids, and he sees 
the huge stage as a double-edged 
sword. Like most punk bands, the 
Heroes prefer staying as close as pos- 
sible to their fans instead of tower- 
ing above them. Then again, the 
stage may have its advantages. “If 
you stage-dive, I guess it’s pretty 
gnarly,” MacKinnon observes, 
“cause it’s like coming down from a 
three-storey height.” 

While all-ages gigs are tradition- 
ally held in halls where the action 
outside is often as crazy as what's 
going on inside, many halls have 
closed their doors to punk shows, 
and the ones that do get booked 
have a nasty tendency of getting 
shut down by the cops. So locating 
the show in a club with a superior 
sound system and security in place 
is a way to guarantee the whole 
thing will go off without a hitch. 
“Kids can feel safe,” MacKinnon 
says. “They can come see great 
bands, and there’s not going to be 


H the fear of the show getting shut 
down by fucking retards.” 

Locally organized gigs are the 

lifeblood of the punk scene; with- 


out them, we'd have nothing but a 
bunch of mall punks waiting for 
the next MuchMusic band to come 
to town. Not only do they provide 
a place for established scenesters to 
hang out and watch killer music, 
but they also help kids just getting 
into punk realize there’s more to 
the subculture than Good Charlotte 
Gis isn’t just a holiday for share in the fun. “You know,” he and eyeliner. “You're at a place 


before Christmas! 


see SUPERHONEY 


1 9 Under the covers Sundays w/ DJ DUDEMAN. Plus THE POPULARS 


see JEFF STUART — 


2 1 A night of top-notch local singer-son, 
With guests TREVOR TCHIR and AYLA ROOK. 


pied SUPERSEED 


22 With guests THE SCHEMATICS. Local pop rock double whammy. 


ees SHUYLER JANSEN'S 
HOBOTRON 


Old Reliable's Shuyler Jansen releases his first solo 
endevour, The Hobotron. With guests CHAD VAN GAALEN. 


Come celebrate Boxing Day! The bandis called 
FREE BEER & PIE, so don't even think of asking for some... 
| Under the covers Sundays w/ DJ DUDEMAN 


= BEST OF OPEN STAGE 


r @ Ben Spencer hosts a night recapping the best of 
» Monday's open stage. 


Wednesday Night Heroes fill punk fans 
with their yearly dose of Christmas spirit 


DEC 2S HOMESTEAD RECORDS SHOCASE 
DEC 2Oe BEN SURES ww THE AGNOSTIC MTN. GOSPEL CHOIR 
DEC $$ BOBBY CAMERON ws SINCLAIR 


By PHIL DUPERRON 


the straight-laced, button-down says, “everybody's got office parties where you're not looked at as a 
folks with office parties to go to to go to—we just wanted to do one _loser—you're not an outcast there,” 


oP 


BEN SPENCER 


2:00 PM -Nwo Cove 
$3.75 SLEEMANS PINTS $3.50 HI-BALLS me 


for more listings and information visit... 


WWW.SIDETRACKCAFE.COM 
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SLEEMANS a RESENTS... 


EN STAGE 


and turkey dinners to gobble; it’s 
also a time for the unwashed masses 
in the punk scene to get together 
and hoist a drink or two and share a 
little Xmas spirit as they elbow each 
other in the pit. 

For the last couple of years, like a 
rabid pack of crusty Kris Kringles, 
the Wednesday Night Heroes and 
their friends have been organizing a 
massive Christmas show featuring 
the best local bands; frontman 
Graeme MacKinnon says he just 
wants to make sure everyone can get 
in on the Christmas action and 


that’s for the scene. Punks and 
everyone, all the undesirables, can 
come out and drink some eggnog 


ePUNK 


and slam and just have a good time. 
Kinda like the Christmas party for 
the scene, in a way. We're just trying 
to make sure that all the smelly bas- 
tards have a place to go, too.” 

While MacKinnon says he loves 
Christmas and spends a lot of time 
during the holidays hanging out 
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MacKinnon says. “I've always had a 
lot of passion for those shows. It’s 
always fun to see some of the new 
kids getting into it. You know, 
they'll be wearing, like, a fucking 
barbecue grill around their neck or 
something stupid like that, and 
you're just like, ‘Man, you don’t 
know what you’re doing yet, but 
it’s totally awesome.” © 


WEDNESDAY NIGHT HEROES 

With Les Tabemacles, the Franklins and 
Panik Attak * Starlite Room * Sat, Dec 
18 cag 


ordoba stomps 


Short Stacked 


ROSS MOROZ 


nyone who’s ever heard Chili- 
wack or Toronto on classic rock 
radio knows that, for some 
ange reason, Canadian bands 
ed after cities tend to suck. With 
is in mind, it should be noted that 
dmonton’s newest burgeoning 
die country group decided to call 
emselves Cordoba as a tribute to 
uitarist Cliff Culbert’s first vehicle, 
ot the charming Spanish tourist 
sstination of the same name. 

“My very first car, which my 
andpa sold to me, was an old 
nrysler Cordoba,” Culbert explains. 
It was monstrous; it was so freaking 
ge that it fit about 10 people, 
pending upon how fat my friends 
ere at the time.” Aside from its 
nple legroom and the nightmarish 
allel parking problems it presented, 
andpa’s Cordoba was also memo- 
ible for its unique rebate program. 
ou know how old people hide 
oney everywhere because they don’t 
banks?” Culbert says. “My grand- 
was one of those guys. He sold me 
Car for, like, $400, but after we got 
home and cleaned it out a bit, we 
nid about $400 hidden in the car. 
metimes you get lucky.” 

It seems like some of that luck has 
»ded off on the band, who are releas- 
their brand-new EP, Short Stacked, 
's week. Culbert has been playing 
n bassist Sean Rivalin and drummer 

“Gravy” Hoffart as Cordoba for 

sd a year, but group has already 


“*y to be able to play shows with 
b i. Old Reliable and people 


indiscovered country 


like that,” Culbert says. “There seems 
to be an indie country scene in this 
city, and it’s cool to be a part of that.” 
Even though Culbert doesn’t mind 
being associated with this up-and- 
coming local scene, he bristles at the 
suggestion that he plays in an “alt- 
country” band. “I really don’t like that 
label,” he laments, “because when you 
say ‘alt-country,’ people think of guys 
singing slow, mopey, sad-bastard songs 
while staring at their shoes, and that’s 
the exact opposite of what we do. We 


= COUNTRY 


realized that it’s a lot more fun to play 
these up-tempo, foot-stomping, 
heavy-drinking type songs than it is to 
play the slow, sad, tear-in-my-beer bal- 
lads.... There’s this huge spectrum of 
rock music that covers a wide range of 
topics and emotions, but for some rea- 
son, people just focus on this one 
aspect of country music: you know, 
the ‘I ran over my dog and my wife 
left me and my truck won't start’ shit. 
Not every country song has to be a sad 
bastard song—there’s a million other 
things to write about.” 


WHICH BEGS THE QUESTION of why 
Culbert was so eager to start up a 
country band of his own in the first 
place. “I grew up on country,” he 
explains. “My parents played nothing 
but country while I was growing up, 
and of course I hated it and wanted 
nothing to do with it. I did the punk 
thing when I was a kid, and then I 
played a lot of pop when I got a little 
older. After being in a metal cover 
band most recently, I found myself 
inexplicably playing all this country in 
my spare time. I just ended up always 
coming back to it, even though I still 
listen to mostly rock, which actually 
really helps with songwriting. There’s 
this weird sense of fun you get from 
listening to rock or punk or whatever 
and thinking, ‘Jeez, that would trans- 


late ‘i into a country = if 
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you went about it the right way.’” 

Even though they draw on decid- 
edly un-country influences, Culbert 
finds that Cordoba’s toughest crowds 
come not in community halls in 
small-town Alberta but in trendy, 
hipster-infested clubs in Edmonton. 
“We have enough elements of old- 
school country in our music that 
‘redneck Alberta’ really digs us most 
of the time,” Culbert reports. “But in 
the city, usually you get the feeling 
that they’re looking at what you're 
doing and they’re picking it apart, 
thinking that it’s all tongue-in-cheek 
or cheesy or ironic or whatever. But | 
don’t give a shit what those guys 
think. If people like it, great; if they 
don’t like it, piss on ’em.” © 


THE HO! HO! HO! DOWN 
With Cordoba * The Black Dog « 
Wed, Dec 22 


FREECLOUD RECORDS 


LP'S, 7"S, 78'S, JUKEBOX 45'S 
TAPES AND CD'S 


NEW STUFF: EBULLITION Hi LPS, COS 47'S 
UGLY THINGS MAG, SOCIAL O LP & OVD S: SAMHAIN 
JAY 7, MOFX 7°S, FLAMING STARS, KING TUBBY 2LP 

GBV NEW LP, MEDESKY MARTIN & WOOD LP 
DEEP THROAT SOUNDTRACKS, REIGN GHOST LP 
ELVIS SUN LP, TURBONEGAO, SNFU, DOA 
MONO, PARLIAMENT, SLACKERS LP'S, HICO 
MORRISEY 7°S, CUT CHEMIST, TOM WAITS 


GIFT CERTIFICATES!!! 
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H, BOXING OAY SALE TOO 


429-1476 
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notes 


By PHIL DUPERRON 
anon ROSS MOROZ 


At a loss for words 


Veritas « With Kris Glabush (of 
Down East Day) « Victory Lounge 
* Sat, Dec 18 The whole Calgary- 
Edmonton rivalry thing is getting a lit- 
tle bit one-sided. Cowtown has a 
bustling downtown, a world-class 
skateboard park and an expansive 
rapid transit system, not to mention 
that whole Stanley Cup finals business 
last spring. But Edmontonians can take 


solace in the fact that, while we may 
envy their head offices and Stampede 
breakfasts, our local music scene 
apparently blows Calgary's away. 
“Yeah, it seems a lot different up in 
Edmonton,” admits Pat Flegel, 403 
area code apologist and guitarist with 
Calgary band Veritas. “In Calgary, the 
all-ages scene is a lost cause and the 
bar scene, except for a few good 
venues, is not much better. | think a lot 
of people go to those shows just to 
look good—there’s not many shows in 
town that people go to for the music.” 
Part of Flegel’s frustration with Cal- 
gary’s music community is its insis- 
tence on dividing bands into genres, 
something that’s very hard to do with 
Veritas’ unclassifiable sound. “It’s kind 
of weird for us to get on bills because 
promoters want to put certain pes of 
bands on certain types of bills,” Flegel 
laments. “I hate going to shows where 
you see the same band five times in a 
row. We like to play with totally differ- 
ent bands because we have elements 


of a lot of different genre: 
music.” 

Making Veritas’ music «,, 
accessible to promoters is the 
of vocals, a lack Flegel refuse, 
ogize for. “People think the, 
lyrics to get their message ac;,,.- 
says, “but with our songs 
pretty well take anything y 
They're definitely about so 
but | guess the listener has | 
out.” 

Even in the face of all this 34, 
ty, Veritas remains convin:- 
there is an audience out there 
unconventional sound, although ¢)..1 
admits that occasionally he , 
that they'll never be abie to {i 
instance, a girl waiting to get inj, 
of their first shows once as; 
what kind of music his band piayoq 
told her, ‘Well, it's not really cai 
not really something you can ta 
foot to, it’s not really anythin 
you're going to hear on the radio ay) 
time soon and there’s not reajjy ; 


y) 


ALTER BOYS, THEY ARE NOT.. 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 31" 
NEW YEAR'S BASH 


DJAY'S TUESDAY - rraeneha 
BE HERE OR BE TRAPAZOID! 
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WITH 
“BLAMETIS 


or anything,” Flegel recalls. 

she said, ‘So, um, what do you 
jhave going for you, then?’ 

\ kind of realized: ‘Oh fuck, | 

'  flegel laughs. “I hope that 

ap + happen in Edmonton.” (RM) 


raucousness from 


Compilation Volume 2 CD 
e With Helvis, the James T. 
, Black Market Inc. and Pind: 
‘city, Fri, Dec 17 * Whitey 
and the Blazing Violets: 
us on Whyte, Sun, Dec 19 
ages) Last year Dave Johnston, 
wner of Ruckus on Whyte and 
yman for Black Market Inc., had 
\liant idea of putting out a com- 
sion featuring a heap of local 
< Although it was a bit of a gam- 
for someone running a fledgling 
»ss to invest his own cash in such 
ject, Ruckus Compilation Volume 1 
by all accounts a success. The 
re run of 600 discs was snapped 
ithin the first few months, giving 
eds of people a perfect cross-sec- 
of Edmonton's thriving under- 
nd music scene. While Johnston 
he toyed with the idea of re-press- 
he disc, many of the bands on it 
dy had new recordings or had 
en up or simply moved on. “Why 
‘t we just do another one?” he 
d himself. “So we did.” 
Like the all the bands on the previ- 
dise, all 22 contributors to Volume 
ve their discs or merchandise for 
at Ruckus. “That’s the common 
nd: this store,” Johnston says. But 
similarities pretty much end there: 
disc covers a wide range of musical 
‘ory from the fun country twang 
ncas through the dreamy, dark 
of the Floor, all the way to the 
me thrash of the Franklins. Even 
James T. Kirks, who pride them- 
s on not having released a single 
during a decade of surf/garage 
ness, got in on the action with a 
ack recorded at the Sidetrack. 
hile the focus is still definitely on 
onton bands, our neighbours to 
south are also represented with a 
ious track from Helvis. “Maybe if 
e's a third one,” Johnston says, 
e'll be a few more Calgary bands 
" Even though there was tremen- 
5 interest from bands to get 
\ved with the project, Johnston 
it was still a challenge to organize 
hing for the release. “Bands will 
r change,” he explains. “Bands 
‘always wait until the last minute to 
erything, and | know that—! play 
So | understand how it is. The 
is, you have to set a deadline so 
get their crap in on time.” (PD) 


mechanics 


Populars * With guests « 
's: Fri, Dec 17 © Sidetrack 

* Sum, Dec 19 Perhaps you've 
that Christmas commercial with 
young, fresh-faced models 
9 about legwarmers being back 
- Or maybe you’ve been out 
recently, and all of a sudden 
found yourself bumping and 
to Duran Duran. Or possibly 
Moticed that a man named 

© Bush is leading the United 


Phil Duperron 


Cripple Creek Fairies and the Neckers * Sidetrack Café * Tue, Dec 14 * reVUE 
The players in CCF are supersonic superheroes of epic proportions—they even 
have the comic book to prove it—and the Neckers just dropped a killer new 
album. Two of Calgary's finest bands brought the rock to our town on Tuesday 

where were you? (PD) 


States. These happenings might 
strike you as random, unrelated oddi- 
ties, but Populars frontman Dave 
Klym thinks he has a theory to 
explain all of it. 

“Right now, we're basically back in 
about 1988,” Klym says, “but instead 
of hair bands, we have Nickelback. The 
lyrics are shit, the music is boring and 
the videos are like beer commercials. | 
turn on MuchMusic these days and | 
see the same shitty bands | saw back 
then, but with different names. | think 
| know now why people throw TVs out 
the window.” 

Not surprisingly, the Populars’ 
artistic influences reach a little farther 
back into music industry. “People like 
the Clash and Fugazi are a little more 
honest than what's happening today,” 
Klym says, “and we've tried to be 
more like that. I’m not saying we're 
Bob Dylan or anything, but you have 
to stand for something if you're going 
to make music.” 

But Klym isn’t some kind of radical, 
too-punk-for-you music snob. He and 
the rest of the Populars spent most of 
their careers playing in the unabashed- 
ly poppy Mike Plume Band, and while 
Klym enjoyed his time with Plume, he 
admits that things have changed a bit 
since then. “[The Populars’ music] is a 
lot different than the stuff we were 
playing with Mike,” he says. “It’s a lit- 
tle more amped-up and a little more 
pissed-off. It’s funny because most 
guys tend to go the other way as they 
get a little bit older.” 

Getting older may not have mel- 
lowed the music, but Klym says age 
has mellowed the men who make it. 


* “| like to jog and play hockey and | 


don’t drink too much anymore,” he 
says, before trailing off. “I’m about to 
be kicked out of the rock ‘n’ roll 
union, aren't 1?” 

Whether or not the thrashers and 
bangers are about to revoke his card, 
Klym remains optimistic that the Popu- 
lars—and popular music, for that mat- 
ter—are on the right track. “The kids 
and going to get sick of listening to 
the crap that gets shoved down their 
throats,” Klym says hopefully, “just like 
they did last time in 1991.” eM). 
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MADD season 


Christmas Fundraiser for MADD « 
With the.stars.wept, Tandum 
Vitalis, Hollywood Ending, Life at 
Last, Vying for Solace and E-Town 
Beatdown ° New City * Sun, Dec 
19 (5:30pm, all-ages) For the last 
few years, Billy Wood and his partner 
|.E.K. have been bringing the best local 
and touring hardcore bands together 
through the Takeover, their production 
company. In the process, they've 
helped Edmonton's burgeoning hard- 
core scene grow from an underground 
spark to a raging inferno. 

After putting together a stellar lineup 
for a massive all-ages show, they decided 
to donate half the proceeds to Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving as a way of giving 
something back to the community in 
time for Christmas. “There's all these 
events that people will go out and drink 
at, like office parties, and it’s things like 
that which MADD is against and they 
need funding for that,” Wood explains. 
“So I'm hoping that the money we raise 
can help spread the message to be care- 
ful and be safe during the season because 
it’s a terrible time to lose someone.” 

_ While many hardcore bands mix 
their heavy, frenetic music with a 
straight-edge message, Wood says the 
show isn’t about trying to convince peo- 
ple not to drink but rather to think 
things through and drink responsibly. By 
mixing a positive social message with a 
host of heavy-hitting bands, Wood 
hopes to infuse a sense of responsibility 
into growing hardcore scene. “It’s get- 
ting bigger and bigger with every 
show,” he says. “I think people are real- 
izing that there's a big sense of unity—a 
big bond between everyone—and they 
realize they can go to these shows and 
meet new friends, meet people they 
could have in the rest of their lives. 

“Music brings a lot of people 
together,” he continues. “It’s all about 
respect, unity, sticking together and 
helping each other out. And this is 
what the show is all about: helping out 
your community and making sure you 
spread good messages. Not to just do 
things because you can, but do things 


because you have a reason to.” (PD) 


aul Cn 


www. new Eta ee com 
IDOSBi Jasper Avenue 
call “429-2582 for info 


Friday December 17 
RUCKUS COMPILATION CD RELEASE SHOW 
HELIS JAMES TKIRKS BLACK MARKETING PIND CASSIDY 


Sunday Dec. 19 
The Takeover & New City Presents: 
AN ALLAGES CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISER FOR MADD 
THESTARS.WEPT TANDUM VITALIS HOLLYWOOD ENDING LIFE AT LAST 
DOORS 5:30, SHOW 6:30 


WVING FOR SOLACE E-TOWN BEATDOWN 


TUESDAY DEC 21 
SUPER BINGO IN THE SUBURBS!!! 


WEDNESDAY DEC 22 
@TMOSPHERE SPECIAL EDITION PARTY IN THE SUBURBS 
W/ COOL CURT, BREAKFLUID, AND BOB TRAMPOLINE 


THURSDAY DEC 23 
NEW CITY'S CHRISTMAS BASH! 
GET YOUR PICTURE TAKEN WITH SATAN CLAUS! 


FRIDAY DEC 24 
Gth ANNUAL BISHOPS TURKEY DINNER 
AFUNDRAISER FOR MADD 7PM 


SATURDAY DEC 25 
CLOSED FOR SANTA'S BIRTHDAY 


SUNDAY DEC 26 
BOXING DAY SUCKS! 
COME AND DANCE AND WITNESS BOXFIGHT! 
TUESDAY DEC 28 


CRAPPY KMAS GIFT XCHANGE BINGO 
(bring your crappy gift, and trade it for someone elses crappy gift 


Friday Dec. 31 

NEW YEARS EVE 

nik rofeelya & Dildozer in the ‘burbs | 
Jebus and Adam in the Lounge 

2 rooms! One Cover! Huge Party! 


DECEMBER 16-22, 2004 


be 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING DEC 16, 2004 


1. Madeleine Peyroux-Careless Love (Rounder) 
2. Neko Case-The tigers have spoken (Mint) 
3.Neil Young-Greatest Hits (Reprise) 
4. Tom Waits-Real gone (Anti) 
5. Alison Krauss & Union Station- 
Lonely runs both ways (Rounder) 
6. Elliot Smith-From a basement on the hill (Anti) 
7. U2-How to dismantle a bomb (Island) 
8. Leonard Cohen-Dear Heather (Sony) 
9. Ben Harper & the Blind boys of Alabama- 
There will be a light (Virgin) 
10. Rufus Wainwright-Want two (Dreamworks) 
11. Ray Charles-Genius loves company (Concord) 
12. Tegan and Sara-So Jealous (Superclose) 
13. OST-Ray (Wamer) 
14. K.D. Lang - Hymns Of The 49th Parallel (nonesuch) 
15. Social Distortion-Sex, love & rock ‘n’ roll (time bomb) 
16. Aimme Mann-Live at St.Ann’s Warehouse (Superego) 
17. OST-Thinking XXX (Emperor Norton) 
18. A Perfect Circle-eMOTIVe (Virgin) 
19. Chip Taylor & Carrie Rodriguez-Angel of the moming (TMG) 
20. J.J. Cale -To Tulsa and Back (santuary) 
21. Pearl Jam-Rearview mirror (Sony) 
22. Interpol-Antics (Matador) 
23. Gwen Stefani-Love angel music baby (Universal) 
24. Pinback-Summer in Abaddon (Touch and Go) 
25. Rammstein-Reise Reise (Universal) 
26. Mark Knopfler-Shangri-La (Mercury) 
27. Blues Explosion-Damage (Sanctuary) 
28. Brian Wilson-Smile (Nonesuch) 
29. Harry Manx-Road ragas (Dog my cat) 
30. Cake-Pressure chief (Columbia) 


NANCY SINATR 


NANCY SINATRA | > 


Nancy has pulled of all the stops on her new / 
album - with a little help from some of her i 
influential rockstar associates. She performsa_ / 
very convincing rendition of Kim Gordon-esque / 
vocals as composed by Thurston Moore. She $) 


dances with common people with the help of 
Jarvis Cocker. And hey, just for kicks, she hits it 
up with Morrissey, Pete Yorn, and Mr. John Oo 

Spencer. Are you ready boots? Start Rocking! nm Sale Now 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 


Fax your free listings to 
426-2889 or e-mail them 


6 
ie oat TE, a ly.com 


Deadline Is Friday at 3pm 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


AIRWAYS COUNTRY INN 
Patsy Amico and Brian Gregg 
(roots) 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
3 Drops of the Pure 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND 
GRILL Open stage jam; 8pm- 
midnight 

CARGO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE Open stage hosted 
by Ron Taylor; 7:30-10pm 
CASINO VYELLOWHEAD X- 
Factor (pop/country) 


CHANCE RESTAURANT 
Andrew Glover Trio; 4-7pm 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY 
PUB Open stage hosted by 
Alberta Crude; 6-10pm. 


DRUID Wynter Thursdays 
open stage 

THE DUKE OF ARGYLL PUB 
Tony Dizon 


DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted 
by Brian Petch 


53 LVATTITUDE Dominisimo 
(Latin jazz); 9-midnight 


FOUR ROOMS Blake Kinley 


THE GRINDER Rusty Reed all 
star blues jam; 9-12:30am. 


J AND R BAR AND GRILL 
Open stage with the Poster 
Boys (pop/rock/blues); 
8:30pm-12:30am 


JASPER PLACE HOTEL 
Hugh Betcha 


JJ.’S Nu Music Stage with 
the Unencumbered 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB Bonifide 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON Hal 
Ketchum 


ROXY THEATRE Christmas 
Caro! Project; presented by 
Brass Monkey Productions 
and Theatre Public; 8pm; 
$18; tickets available at TIX 
on the Square 


SIDETRACK CAFE Melissa 
Majeau and the Muse (CD 
release party), Roger; 8pm; 
$10 (door) 

URBAN LOUNGE Magna 
Kum Loud; no cover 


DUS 


THE ARMOURY Vintage 
Thursdays: retro rock, dance 
and old school hip hop 


AZUCAR NIGHT CLUB 
Urban Nights: Elephant Man: 
after concert party with Dj 
Touch It 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Animation Station: Trip hop, 
drum ‘n' bass with MC 

Deadly, Gundam, Dale Force 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Thump: intronica with the 
DDK Soundsystem 


COWBOYS House with Ryan 
Wade and guests (patio) 
DECADANCE Soul Heaven: 
house with Tripswitch, 
Sweetz, T-Bass, Alvaro, 
Femme Funk, Rezidnt Funk 
DEWEY'S Hip Hop 101: with 
Jsrmiiz 


Method Thursdays: hip hop, 


| 


downtempo with Dj 
Headspin 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Thursday Ladies Night: Top 
40, R&B, retro with DJ 
Shocker 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Punk 
Rock Bingo with Dj SWAG. 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
A0/dance with Dj Christian 


GUILTY MARTINI D} jeff 


LONGRIDERS Hot Latin 
Nights; free dance lessons 8- 
9:30pm 

NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Rub-A-Dub 
Thursday: rocksteady, dub 
reggae with Dj Jeebus and 
the Operation Redication 
Sound System 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Progress: eletro/new wave 
with D] Miss Mannered and 
guests; no minors 


POWER PLANT Crush On 
Fridays: Top 40 with Dj) 
Redpoint 

RATTLESNAKE SALOON Dj 
Butter 


RENDEZVOUS Metal Night 
with DJ McNasty 


THE ROOST Rotating shows: 
Sticky’s open stage and the 
Weakest Link game with D] 
Jazzy second and last 
Thursday; $1 (member)/$4 
(non-member) 


SAVOY Funk and downtem- 
po with Ben Jamin 


SEEDY’S DJ night 


SIDETRACK CAFE Night 
Watch with Russell Gragg 


THE STANDARD David 
Morales, Nestor Delano; no 
minors; 9pm (door); $15 
(adv); tickets available at 
TicketMaster, Foosh, 
Underground 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 
40 dance, R&B 


VELVET LOUNGE Urban 
Substance: hip hop/R&B end 
of exams jam with Spincycle, 
Invinceable, |-Money, Sean B 
VICTORY LOUNGE NRMLS 
WLCM: Electro synth pop hip 
hop with D] Nik? and guests; 
9pm 

YOUR APARTMENT 


Jammers: open stage hosted 
by Katieo; 8pm 


FRI 


VuEwEEKLY €i> 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Chuck Rose 

CASINO EDMONTON Robin 
Kelly, Thomas Alexander 
(tribute show) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
X-Factor (pop/country) 


CHANCE RESTAURANT 
Andrew Glover Trio; 4-7pm 


THE DUKE OF ARGYLL PUB 
Tony Dizon 

FATBOYZ Mr. Lucky (blues, 
boogie, R&B); 9:30pm- 
1:30am; no cover 

FOUR ROOMS Blake Kinley 


THE GRINDER The Rusty 
Reed Band (blues/roots); no 
cover 


JASPER PLACE HOTEL 
Hugh Betcha 


JEKYLL AND HYDE 
Headwind; 9:30pm; no cover 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB Bonifide 
NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE Ruckus Compilation 
| (CD release show) featuring 
| Helvis, James T. Kirks, Black 


Market Inc, Pind 

RED'S Crush; 9pm. 

ROXY THEATRE Christmas 
Carol Project: presented by 
Brass Monkey Productions 
and Theatre Public; 8pm; 
$18; tickets available at TIX 
on the Square 


SEEDY’S The Populars, 
Greyhound Tragedy; $7 
SHARK TANK Mark Birtles 
Project, Fractal Pattern, Tinfoil 
Antenna, Lime; 7pm (door), 
7:30pm (show); $3 and food 
bank donation 


SIDETRACK CAFE Kit Kat 
Club; 8pm; $10 


SLICK’S BAR AND GRILL 
SlowBurn (blues/rock); 9:30- 
1:30am 


URBAN LOUNGE Magna 
Kum Loud; $5 


ZENARI'S Beth Arrison Trio 


BLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Holiday 
Spectacular: Presented by the 
Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, Timothy Vernon 
(conductor), featuring 
Michael Colvin (tenor), 
Richard Eaton Singers; 8pm; 


$27-$67 
DJS 


THE ARMOURY Top 
40/dance 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Big 
Mouth Entertainment 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro 
dance 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 
40 with D} Arrowchaser 


CAFE SELECT Funk and 
downtempo with Djs 
Tryptomene and Slacks 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Urban with Black Empera, 
Invinceable, Q.B. and quests 


THE CIRCLE R Top 40s with 
D) Dwayne 


COWBOYS Ladies Night: top 
40 


CRISTAL LOUNGE Affaire 
Ilicite: industrial noise, neo- 
classical with Verlaag and 
Xerxes 


DANTE’S WORLD PUB 
Powerhouse Fridays: dance 
and retro with Zack and 
Johnny Staub (Power 92); 
Upstairs in the 
Skylounge: soulful house 
with Ryan Wade and quests; 
over 23; dress code 


DEWEY’S Outrageous 
Fridays: hip hop, urban with 
Jsmilsz 

DONNA Silk: house with 
Winston Roberts and quests 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
ON WHYTE Dj Headspin 
live 

ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Freedom Fridays: Top 40, 
R&B, retro with Dj Shocker 
FILTHY McNASTY’S Shake 
Yo" Ass with DJ Serial K 
FOX PUB Top 40 retro dance 
music 

GAS PUMP Top 40/dance 
with D] Christian 

GUILTY MARTINI D} jeff 


HALO Mod Club: Indie rock, 
new wave, ‘60s soul, Britpop 
with DJs Blue Jay and Travy D 


IRON HORSE Urban Dance 
Party: with Dj Loose Cannon 
THE JOINT Fresh Fridays: 
Urban by Urban Metropolis 
Sound Crew 

KROBAR Rock, metal, rock 
with Dj Matty; 9pm 
NEWCASTLE PUB AND 
GRILL Dj Shawn Z 


ONE ON WHYTE Music 4 
the Masses: Reto, top 40, 
R&B with Dj Crownroyal 


ORLANDO'S fi PUB AND 
GRILL Music with DJ V; 9pm 
POWER PLANT Crush On 
Fridays: Top 40 with Dj 
Redpoint 

RATTLESNAKE SALOON D} 
Butter 


THE ROOST Upstairs: Euro 
Blitz: best new European 
music with DJ Outtawak 
Downstairs: D] Jazzy; $4 
(member)/$6 (non-member) 


SIDETRACK CAFE The Jay 
and Jay Show with Jay 
Hannley and Smilin’ Jay Willis 


THE STANDARD Triple X 
Fridays: top 40/dance 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 
40 dance, R&B 


STONEHOUSE PUB 
Alternative, house, hip hop, 
top 40 with Dj Rage and Dj 
Weezle; 9pm 

VICTORY LOUNGE 
Vindictive Metal Fridays with 
Vindictive Bastard 

Y AFTERHOURS 
House/breakbeat with 
Tripswitch, Sureshock, MC 
Flopro, LP, Juicy, Dragon, Old 
Bitch; 18+ 

YOUR APARTMENT House 
with Dj Tomek 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Chuck Rose 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Hair of the Dog: Mark Davis 
and the Young Bucks; 4-6pm; 
no cover 

BUD’S LOUNGE Open jam 
with Lome Burstick; 7:30- 
11:30pm 

CASINO EDMONTON Robin 
Kelly, Thomas Alexander 
(tribute show) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
X-Factor (pop/country) 

THE DUKE OF ARGYLL PUB 
Tony Dizon 


DRUID Harpdog Brown and 
the Bloodhounds; 4-7pm 


FOUR ROOMS Mo Lefever 


GOLDEN HARVEST 
MINISTRIES CHURCH Sam's 
Gospel Coffee House: free 


THE GRINDER The Rusty 
Reed Band (blues/roots); no 
cover 


JASPER PLACE HOTEL 
Hugh Betcha 


JEFFREY'S CAFE AND WINE 
BAR Jeffrey's jazzy Christmas 
party; 7:30pm; $5 
KINGSKNIGHT PUB Bonifide 


KNOX METROPOLITAN 


UNITED CHURCH 
Chickadivas (traditional and 
jazzy carols); 2:30pm (door), 
3pm (show); $15 (adult adv) 
$17 (adult door)/$12 
(student/senior adv)/$14 
(student/senior door); tickets 
available at TIX on the Square 


1:30-3:30pm 
O'BYRNE’S Crazy Cowgirl 


Carol Project: presen. 
Brass Monkey Proc, 
and Theatre Publi: 
2pm; $18 (adv)/$2 
tickets available at 7 
Square 


SEEDY’S Gate, Incr. 
37 


SIDETRACK Cart | 
Club; 8pm; $10 (a 
SLICK’S BAR AND cay) 
SlowBurn (blues/ ro: i 
1:30am 7 


URBAN LOUNGE 
Kum Loud; $5 


CLASSICA\ 


McDOUGALL UNITEr 
CHURCH Sweet Wo: ») 
Song: Ariose Women’s 
8pm; $12 (adult ad 
(adult door)/$10 
(student/senior acdv))/§ 
(student senior door 
available at TIX on the 
Square, door 


WINSPEAR CENTRE joi 
Spectacular: presented by tiv: 
Edmonton Symphon: 
Orchestra, Timothy Ve 
(conductor), featurir 
Michael Colvin (ten 
Richard Eaton Singe 


$27-$67 
DJS 


THE ARMOURY Top 40 
dance 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Flava: hip hop with 
Shortround and Ech 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE fy 
Mouth Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Brendan's Sausage Part 
obscure indie rock with 0) 
Ballhog 


BOOTS Flashback Saturday 
retro dance, house wit! 
Derrick 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB 
Animal: dance with D} 
Arrowchaser 


THE CIRCLE R Top 405 witli 
D} Dwayne 


CRISTAL LOUNGE Urb» 
with Phat Kat (Toronto), 0) 
Shocka-Sean, Invinceable 
Bomb Squad and guests 


DANTE’S WORLD PUB 
R&B, dance, and retro with 
Frank the Tank; Upstairs In 
the Skylounge: sou!fu! 

house; over 23; dress code 


DEWEY'’S A Decade Under 
the Influence: French pop, 
mod, ‘60s pop with jesse 2" 
Chris 

DONNA Deep lounge " 
with Sam Pillar, Bryan 8 
and guests 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
ON WHYTE D| Heads 
live 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
Evolution Saturdays: Top 4° 
R&B, retro with Dj Sh 
FILTHY McNASTY’S Sh 
Yo" Ass with DJ D-Lusor 
FOX PUB Top 40, ret" 
dance music 


GAS PUMP Top 40/d8"" 
with Dj Christian 
GUILTY MARTINN 
Housegroove with Dj Sunny 
IRON HORSE Urban de" 
party with Dj 420 
THE JOINT Get a Nig!’ 
top 40/dance/urben 
KROBAR Rock, metal. °° 
with DJ Matty; 9pm 
NEWCASTLE PUB AND 
GRILL Dj Shawn Z 
Saturdays S.U.C.K.: 


Here p (me idance wit 
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MT AFTERHOUSE 
suseltrance with Eric Field, 
$ p Mates: Dj Kibon, 
is Ruff, ee, Big 
; ST, Jeff Hil, 
in; 18+ 


weitrance with Donovan, 

bicy, Ryan Wade, Luke 
srnson, Anthony Donohue, 
Eder: 18+ 

ouR APARTMENT Hip 

hop, 8&8, old school with 
ik and quests 


LIVE MUSIC 


iD PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Sunday jam with Carmen 
Dok 


CK DOG FREEHOUSE 

taim Live Alternative Jazz 

days: hosted by Rubim de 
oledo (bassist) and guests; 


cover 


‘GO AND JAMES TEA 
SHOPPE Open stage with 
ib Robichaud; 7-10pm. 
CO PUB Open jam session 
hosted by Imaginary Friend 
roots); 4-8pm 


tf) 


AIRWAYS COUNTRY INN 
120 Sparrow Dr, Nisku, 955- 
558) 


THE ARMOURY 10310-85 
Ave, 702-1800 

ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
7704-104 St, 432-4611 
AZUCAR WIGHT CLUB 
11733-7B St, 479-7400 
BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
loszeaa Ave, upstairs, 436- 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Continental Inn, 16625 Stony 
Pain Road, 484-7751 

BLACK DOG 

10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 
SLND PIG PUB AND GRILL 


a Anne St, St. Albert, 418- 
6 


BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423- 


3014 

SUD’S LOUNGE Grandin Mall, 
St Albert, 458-3826 
suvpy’s 

"17258 Jasper Ave, 488-6636 


(VELLOWHEAD) 


CASINO 
\2464-153 St, 463-9467 


VENUE GUIDE 


LOUNGE The 
Stars Wept, 
The Ending, 


Sere 5: am (door), 
show; $10 (door); MAD. D. 
benefit show 


O’BYRNE’S Joe Bird’s Irie 
jam; 9:30pm 

PIG ‘N’ WHISTLE 
ROADHOUSE Blues rock jam 
hosted by Lorne Bumstick; 5- 


ROSEBOWL Jam with Mike 
McDonald; 10pm 


ROXY THEATRE Christmas 
Carol Project: presented by 
Brass Monkey Productions 
and Theatre Public; 8pm; 
$18; tickets available at TIX 
‘on the Square 


wat oh i Under the 
lovers Sundays: Superhoney, 
The Populars, DJ Dudeman, 
8:30pm; $6 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Sing 
Choirs of Heaven: Cantilon 
Choirs featuring Jeremy 
Spurgeon (organ), Peggy 
Evans (soprano), Lisa 
Homung (mezzo-soprano); 
3pm; $15 (adult)/$12 
(student/senior); tickets 
available at TIX on the 
Square, Winspear box office 


DUS 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Ladies Night: urban with Dj) 
Invincible 


MANHATTAN CLUB 
Industry Sundays: top 40, 
dance/R&B 


ONE ON WHYTE House 
party with Dj Crownroyal 
THE ROOST Betty Ford 
Hangover Clinic Show Beer 
Bash: every long weekend 
with D} Jazzy; $2 


SAVOY French Pop mixed 
with Deja D} 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 
Somatic paiaay: progressive 
beats with D] Eightsix, Dj 
Dfekt, quests 


VICTORY LOUNGE Deck the 
Walls: hosted by DJ Slipped 
Disc, Bebop Cortez; benefit 
show for the Old Strathcona 
Youth Co-Op; 8pm; no 
minors; $10; tickets available 


CHANCE RESTAURANT 
10150-1071 St, 424-0400 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 
2021 Millbourne Rd, West, 
462-6565 


CIRCLE R 13620-97 St, 476-- 
6241 


COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 
481-8739 


CRISTAL LOUNGE 10336 
Jasper Ave, 426-7521 


DANTE’S WORLD PUB 170 
St, Stony Plain Road, 486-4448 


DECADANCE 10018-105 St, 
990-1792 


DEWEY’S Power Plant, U of A 
Campus, 492-3101 

DONNA 10177-99 St, 429- 
3338 


DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454- 
9928 


DUKE OF ARGYLL PUB 
‘Chateau Edmonton Hotel, 
7230 Argyll Rd, 465-7931 


DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 
474-5554 


ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave, 435- 
5050 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE ON 
ee 10314-82 Ave, 439- 
4545 


ESCAPE ULTRA LOUNGE 
WEM, 489-1330 


FATBOYZ 6104-104 St, 437- 
3633 


53 VATTITUDE 10612-82 
Ave, 431-S343 

FILTHY McNASTY’S 10511- 
82 Ave, 432-5224 


LIVE MUSIC 
SSeS 


L.B.'S PUB Open stage 
Randy Martin; 9pm-2am 

RED'S Tuesday Can’t Tell, 
Transit Radio, A World Asleep, -| 
Radiofor help; 7pm (door), 
8pm (show); $4 


with | 


mic every 
Mon with Rob Taylor and Ben 
Todd; 7:30-10pm; 


SHARK TANK WPP, Nervous 

Recalioyn) Deadcity 
erpents, Pyrrhic Victor 

spe (door), 7:30pm Gay 

$8 (member) 


SIDETRACK CAFE Open 
stage Mondays with host Ben 
Spencer; 9pm; no cover 


by the by the Daml Mayer Meyer quai 

(R&B, blues, jazz) 
SIDETRACK CAFE Jeff Stuart, 
Trevor Tehir, Ayla Brook; 8pm; 
$7 (door) 

URBAN LOUNGE Salsa and 
the City: X-Band, 9pm; Salsa 
dance lessons, Spm; $S 
(door) 

WASABI Pierre Paul and 
Mariko (jazz); 6:30-8:30pm. 


DJs 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Karaoke and DJ Tues with Run 
Riot Professional Music 
Productions 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Viva with D} Sean 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 
40 with D) Stephan 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB 
Basement Tuesdays; hip 
hop/R&B/reqgae/dancehall 
with Bomb Squad, D} 
Invinceable, Q.B. 


DECADANCE Too Coo! for 
Tuesdays: Ambient, Trip hop, 
goa and glitch with Galatea, 


DUS 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE D) 
Pennytentiary 


DUSTER’S PUB Dj Dan | 


FILTHY MCNASTY’S Metal | 


Mondays with DJ S.W.A.G. 


O’BYRNE'S Hip Mondays: 
Industry night with DJ 
Finnegan, live music 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Manic 
Monday: Old skool, R&B, hip 


Kwake 
eee EE 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 
Open jam with Mark Ammar 
DRUID Open stage with 
Chris Wynters 

LEGENDS PUB Open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 
O'BYRNE’S Celtic night with 
Shannon Johnson and friends; 
9:30pm 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT 
Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 
426-4767 


FOX PUB 10125-109 St, 990- 
0680 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 
488-4841 


LE GLOBE 14921 Stony Plain 
Rd, 489-1022 


GOLDEN HARVEST MIN- 
ISTRIES CHURCH 10504-128 
St, 447-4357 


THE GRINDER 10957-124 St, 
453-1709 


GUILTY MARTINI 10338-81 
Ave, 433-7183 


HALO 10538 Jasper Ave, 423- 
HALO 


IRON HORSE 8101 Gateway 
Blvd, 438-1907 


J.J.'S 13160-118 Ave, 489- 
7462 


J AND R BAR AND GRILL 
4003-106 St, 436-4403 


JASPER PLACE HOTEL 15326 
Stony Plain Rd, 489-1906 


JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610- 
100 Ave, 488-2772 


JEFFREY’S CAFE AND WINE 
BAR 9640-142 St, 451-8890 


THE JOINT WEM, 486-3013 


KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 
Ave, 433-2599 


KNOX METROPOLITAN 
UNITED CHURCH 8307-109 
St, 420-1757 


KROBAR 10551-82 Ave, 
upstairs, 916-1557 


B.S PUB 111-23 Akins Dr, 
St. Albert, 460-9100 


LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 
481-2786 

LONGRIDERS SALOON 
11733-78 St, 479-7488 
MANHATTAN CLUB 10345- 


| 
hop with Harman B and Dj | 
| 
| 


Bitstream and quests 


DUSTER'S PUB D) “Name a 
Tune* Dan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Twisted 
Trivia with BD} Whit-Ford 
NEW CITY SUBURBS 
Resurrektion: 
industrial/EBM/electro/goth 
with Nik Rofeelya 

THE ROOST Flamingo Bingo 
with DJ Janny; 8-midnight; $1 
(member)/$4 (non-member) 
SEEDY'S Tuesday Nights with 
D] Miss Mannered 
SIDETRACK CAFE Night 
Watch with DJ] Whitey 
Houston (Lyle Bell) 


VICTORY LOUNGE Random 
with DJ Eli 


LIVE MusiC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 
Open mic; 8pm 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Glitter Gulch: Cordoba; 
10pm; no cover 


BLIND PIG PUB AND GRILL 


105 St, 484-2211 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH 10025 101 St, 420 
1757 


MULTICULTURAL HERITAGE 
CENTRE 5411-S1 St, 963-2777 


NEWCASTLE PUB AND 
GRILL 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10081 jasper Ave, 413-4578 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 
Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413- 
4578 


O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 
414-6766 


ONE ON WHYTE 10544 62 
Ave, 437-7699 


ORLANDO'S Ii PUB AND 
GRILL 13509-9127 St, 918- 
0568 


PEPPERS Westmount 
Shopping Centre, 111 Ave, 135 
St, 451-8022 


PIG ‘N’ WHISTLE 9912-82 
Ave, 432-0188 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL 
10860-57 Ave, 434-5997 


POWER PLANT U of A 
Campus, 492-3101 


RATT (ROOM AT THE TOP) 
7th Fl, Students’ Union 
Building, U of A Campus 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON 
9261-34 Ave, 438-8878 


RED’S WEM Phase Ill, 481- 
6420 


RENDEZVOUS 10108-149 St, 
444-1822 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St. 
426-3150 


ROSESOWL 101 11-117 St. 
482-2589 


ROSSDALE HALL 10135-96 
Ave, 429-3624 


ROXY THEATRE 10708-124 


Wednesday night jams hosted 
| by Randy j. Martin and 
Danita Lynn; 7-11)pm 
CANADIAN LEGION Open 
stage hosted by Dino 
Dominelli Hot Five; 9- 
midnight; no cover 
| FOUR ROOMS Rhonda 
Withnell 


O'BYRNE’S Chris Wynters 
and friends; 9:30pm 
PLEASANTVIEW HALL 

| Northern Bluegrass Circle 
Music Society bluegrass jam; 
7:30pm ial 

| ROSSDALE COMMUNITY 
HALL Little Flower open 
stage hosted by Brian Gregg; 
8pm 

SIDETRACK CAFE 
Superseed, The Schematics; 
Spm; $7 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Freebum, 
Rorschach; $5 


VICTORY LOUNGE Victory 
Jam; Eshod Ibn Wyza; $5/no 
cover for musicians 


DUS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
Wild Cherry: deep house/pro- 
gressive/ breaks with 
Tripswitch and guests 


| 

| BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 

| Glitter Guleh with D) Buster 
Friendly; no cover 


BUDDY’S NIGHTCLUB Top 
40 with Dj Stephan 


FILTHY McNASTY’S Mix 
Tape Bar Star College Nite 
with D] Rock ‘n’ Rogers 


LE GLOBE D} Moreno 
GUILTY MARTINI D} Sunny 


NEW CITY LIKWID 
LOUNGE New City Dolls. 
Glam, punk, metal with 
| Skinny J, |] Frenchy 


THE ROOST Amateur Strip: 
Weena Luv, Sticky Vicky with 
D} Alvaro; $1 (member)/$4 
| (non-member) 


SEEDY’S Dj night 


SIDETRACK CAFE Revolving 
Mystery with quest Dj 


| STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Blue 
Velvet: Urban electronica with 
Derelict and Soulus 


YOUR APARTMENT Big 

| Rock Indie Rock Night: indie 
rock with D] 

| Shouldbeinaband 


St, 453-2440 


SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438 
0373 


SECOND CUP (CHURCHILL 
SQUARE) Churchil Sq, 423- 
9061 


SEEDY'S 10314-104 St 421 
0992 

SHARK TANK 10249-97 St, 
231-9700 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 
St, 421-1326 


SLICK’S BAR AND GRILL 
Wetaskiwin 


THE STANDARD 6107-104 St 
438-2582 


STOLLI'S ON WHYTE 201, 
10368-82 Ave, 437-2293 


STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 
Jasper Ave, 420-0448 


TIX ON THE SQUARE 3 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square, 420- 
1757 


TICKETMASTER 451-6000 


TONIC AFTER DARK 9920-62 
Ave, 408-4686 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
10018-105 St (downstairs), 
990-1792 


URBAN LOUNGE 6111-105 St, 
A39-3388 


VELVET LOUNGE 10041-170 
St, 930-4222 

VICTORY LOUNGE 10030-102 
St (downstairs), 428-1099 


WASABI 5714-111 St, 433- 
0533 


WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq, 428 
1414 


¥ AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St 


YOUR APARTMENT 8120-101 
St, 433-3337 


ZEMARI'S 10117 101 St, 425- 
6151 


THE|URBAN 
SOUTHSIDE'S BEST LIVE VENUE 
8111-10557 » 43 


CHECK DUT URBANLOUNGE NET FOR lla 0 we TRERTWRT 


Tickets on sale at Urban Lo 
Includes a bottle of champagne ai 


EVERY cir 


(GAVARI 
/ eK DANCING LESSONS START AY’ 6PM 


Lut BOTTLES OF A MARCA BAVARIA 


GRAND OPENING FEATURE: 25% off th ¢ food menu 


FEATURES: 


DNESDA' 


0/ 
1a) 


The One wine 


$2 O/f Martinis 
and food experience 


ImportWednesdays 
M/ imports bottles at domestié price 


Satay Wednesdays - Chicken, Pork or Beef $1 each 


JNDAY 
Hospitality House 
Party Sunday 


No Cover 


Dirty Friday Whyte Saturday 
‘The Dirty One" cocktail 


Vanilla and Liquid 
ts featured for $7.25 


Whytec sa ng are featured 


NEW YEARS EVE FEATURING... 


DE wow 


OPENS AT 3PM TUESDAY-SUNDAY * HAPPY HOUR EVERYDAY FROM 3-8PM 


S & DOMESTIC 


HIGHBALL BEER $3.25 * HOUSE WINE $3.75 


ON WHYTE 


FRIENDS, GREAT MUSIC, GREAT FooD 


PH:437-7699 


GREAT 


10544-82 AVE. 
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LINDY 
RED'S ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX 


tweKStMas ter iTW00/ www ticketresieace 
TICKETS ALSO AVAILABLE AT RED'S 
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DJ/producer David 
Morales finds a 
magical home in 
Montreal 


By YURI WUENSCH 


changing cities, changing club 

residencies or changing his 
sound, David Morales has proved 
he’s anything but stagnant. Over the 
phone from Montreal-based club 
Stereo, where he’s a partial owner, 
Morales sat down to talk about his 
new role as a venue manager, his 
new love affair with Canada and his 
new album, 2 Worlds Collide. 

“The place has changed hands 
three times,” Morales says, referring to 
Stereo, “and I've been here through 
all the exchanges. And in the process 
of me almost leaving, | became a part- 
ner. I've always wanted a club of my 
own; it’s been a dream of mine forev- 
er. Montreal is a great city, and there's 
a great scene here. I almost feel like 
I'm from here even though I'm not.” 

Morales first heard of Stereo 
through his friend Angel Moraes, a 
Montreal-based DJ, producer and 
former resident of the.club who also 
designed its sound system. Stereo’s 
capacity is only about 1,000 people, 
so booking Morales hinged on his 
taking less money than he's accus- 
tomed to. “[Moraes] said, ‘Listen, 
Dave: come on up, but we can’t pay 
you the money that you normally 


a is good. And whether he's 


m 


get,’” Morales recalls. “I just said, 
‘Don't worry about it,’ because I 
knew Angel was into sound.” 

Morales’s ongoing attraction to the 
club is partly nostalgic: Stereo reminds 
him of New York’s fabled Paradise 
Garage. “Stereo is a no-frills room,” 
Morales says, “but it’s all about sound 
and music—perfect for what I’m into. 
Stereo has a spirit of its own.” 

Hooked, Morales has stayed with 
the club for five years, and he’s 
delighted to get a view of things 
from the booth and the back office. 


However, whether he’s working as a 
Dj or management, neither role is 
profit-motivated. “With Stereo, it’s 
not about making money,” he 
explains. “As long as the place pays 
for itself, I'm cool with that.” 


THE 42-YEAR-OLD MORALES, who 
has been playing for 20 years, is 
most closely associated with the 
New York house sound—so closely, 
in fact, that his decision to run a 
club anywhere other than the Big 
Apple came as a surprise to most 
observers. “I wish I could do it in 
New York,” Morales says, “and 
maybe one day I will—who knows? I 
rarely ever get booked to play in 
New York [anymore]. I don’t ques- 
tion it because I can always maintain 
a living on the road, but a lot of the 
big DJs don’t actually have a place 
they can call home in New York.” 


Morales knew a big change would 
also be necessary when he began 
working on 2 Worlds Collide, his first 
album in 10 years. “There's a lot of 
great and interesting voices out 
there,” he says. “I wanted to find 
some great new artists, give them 
launching pad and help them make 
their dreams come true.” Released on 
his Def Mix imprint, 2 Worlds Collide 
is very much a youth movement it 
boasts four collaborations with 23- 
year-old vocalist Lea-Lorién, includ 
ing the lead single “How Would © 
Feel,” and three numbers with singer 
Tamra Keenan. Not making the cut 
unfortunately, was a lawyer-baiting 
tune with vocals by the legendary 
Robert Owens. “I stopped playing 
because I didn’t want to make pe 
crazy,” Morales says. “It’s not the 
don’t think it’s worthwhile playing 
we just couldn’t work things out 
administratively. I don’t want to p!2) 
the record and create a demand for 
when it’s not going to come out.” 

Without the veteran vocalis' 
beside him, 2 Worlds Collide \e't 
Morales to get back in touch with hs 
youthful side, which suits him fine 
After all, he’s not playing and produc- 
ing for his peers, but for the future 
“When I play out now, I'm playing 
for the next generation,” he s¢)* 
“You have to sort of evolve. Do | fe! 
like I'm getting old? My body so™* 
times tells me that. But am I gett!" 
old in my music? Definitely not.” ® 


DAVID MORALES 
With guests © The Standard * Thu, Dec |° 
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NEGA SHOPF 
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NG SPREE! 
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GARDEN STATE | 
Soundtrack” 


WILLIAM SHATNER 
Has Been 


; / F 7 LEONARD COHEN 
Good News for Peopl 7 . re : | Dear Heather 


MONWELT 


~ 


f 2 \ 


CHRIS BOTTI 
When | Fall In Love 


JANE MONHEIT 
Taking a Chance On Love 


KEB’MO..... PEARL JAM AXIS OF JUSTICE 
Peace Back by Popular Demand Rear View Mirror Concert Series Volume 1 


Double Greatest Hits jy out and exp this ballot and drop off at Megatunes to enter to win the 
$500 mega shopping spree or enter by emaliing spree@vueweekly.com 


Cl lili ieee | 


i Name: : —— — 2 
| Address: = 

: City: Prov.: 

§ PostaliCode:-5 —" "4 


“aR ws 
a | 4 é I 
2 Telephone Number: = 2 
. . . rT 
Your Music Destination Phin: 
10355 Whyte Ave Edmonton 780.434.6342 bem : 
Please see in store for contest rules and regulations. Contest closes end of business Thursday December 16, 2004 tooo ee nese eee 
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VBM SOUND Presents: 


th 
5 anual Latin New Years 


“Cet's Celebrate the New Year 2005” 


Featuring: : 
America Rosa & Orquesta Energia 

| Music By: DJ Moreno & DJ Fuego 
Salsa Show By: Stephane and Maria 


“Party With Last Years Attendance 800 People!” 


Tickets Available @ TIX On the Square-780-420: 


Info:780.920.4450 or email:events@mbmsound.com / www.mbmsound.com 


DELTA 
1757 


4404 Gateway Blvd 


Dec. 31.2004 


MezzaLuna 


7] 
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A LEGEND CONTINUES 
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ieath of Dimebag 


Could anything 
have prevented the 
shooting of 
Damageplan’s 
Darrell Abbott? 


By STEVEN SANDOR 


turing ex-Pantera members Vinnie 
Paul Abbott and his younger broth- 
er, Dimebag Darrell Abbott—played to 
a packed house at the Starlite Room. 
Last week, Darrell was shot dead 
shortly after the lights went up on the 
band's club show in Columbus, Ohio. 
Nathan Gale, who had told friends he 
believed Darrell had plagiarized his 
songs and used them on Pantera’s hit 
albums, sneaked a gun into the club 
and got onto the 
stage during the 
band’s first song; he 
shot the guitarist 
six times in the head, killed another 
member of the band’s crew, a fan 
attending the show and a club 
employee before being shot dead by a 
police officer. It was the largest 
tragedy to happen at a club show 
since pyrotechnics launched by Great 
White burned down a club in Provi- 
dence, R.1. back in 2003, killing 100. 
As a partner in the Starlite Room, 
I clearly remember Damageplan’s 
Edmonton show. I had interviewed 
Dimebag the week before for a Vue 
Weekly profile, and I remember him 
being surprised when I told him 
about the size of our venue—he was 
taken aback at the thought of play- 
ing to hundreds instead of thou- 
sands. When the band got to the 
Starlite, they brought a rig that was 
better suited for a full concert hall: 
Vinnie’s drum risers put him shoul- 
der to shoulder with anyone in the 
balcony, and a makeshift guitar tech 
area had to be set up on our floor to 
accommodate all the gear Dimebag 
had brought with him. To Damage- 
plan, it was as if they were playing to 
a sold-out Rexall Place. It still ranks 
as the loudest show we've had in the 


[: May, Damageplan—the band fea- 
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room. I remember going down ¢ 

basement storeroom, known to 

as the “Freddie Krueger Room 

ing the band’s soundcheck ¢ 

music sounded as if the band’s amps 

were only a few feet from me. 
“Vinnie and myself will tell 

fans] that they’ve been aweso: 

sticking with Pantera for all of t 

years,” Dimebag said a week 

the Edmonton show. “We wil! 

them we never wanted to turn thei 

backs on them.” 


AND THAT’S WHAT THEY DID 
After a little over an hour of Dam 
ageplan material, the band finished 
its Starlite set with a flurry of old 
Pantera favourites. The crowd 
up and down so much, it felt | 
floor was a trampoline under our 
feet. Our show was a great examp! 
of the excitement of seeing a band i 
an intimat 
ting; kids e 
able to get within 
spitting distance 
of musicians they had idolized for a 
decade. The Columbus show i 
example of an intimate conce: 
atmosphere at its worst. Because th 
artists are so much more acc 
in a small venue, they are alsc 
vulnerable. At an arena show 
the gig Pantera played at th 
Com before their breakup, the t 
can retire to a secure backstag 
Their bus is usually parked in a pr 
tected space, sometimes even 1 
the building. But clubs don’ 
huge, secure, fenced-off lots or joad 
ing areas. Any concertgoer can Spo" 
the band’s tour bus, which is usual) 
parked across the street so the ban? 
can have easy access to it after the 
lights go down. ] 
So how did the shooter get '" 
Easy. Unless we can nail a perso" at 
the door with something incrimine” 
ing, it is hard for gig owners to 
someone away. We have to resp*** 
that people are paying to see ‘"* 
show, and we know that wh 
comes to a concertgoing audic! 
it’s impossible to pick ov' * 


SEE NEXT PAGE 
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uest conductor 


imothy Vernon 

ys a Christmas 
isit to the ESO for a 
oliday Spectacular 


y JUSTIN BELL 


spite annual attempts by the 
yrinch and Ebenezer Scrooge to 
<i] it, the Christmas spirit is still 
jive and well in Edmonton this 
ear—thanks in no small part to the 
Yuletide efforts of the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra, the Richard 
faton Singers and acclaimed operatic 
senor Michael Colvin, who've joined 
forces for a concert bearing the 
ambitious title Holiday Spectacular. 

Bringing together such a large 


conductor Timothy Vernon is more 
whan qualified to meet. Vernon cur- 
rently holds various positions with 
ymphonies across Canada and is 
currently the artistic director of 
Pacific Opera Victoria. “Opera tradi- 
tionally involves all of the arts,” 
Vernon explains. “It really is theatre 
s well as music, and it has dance 
on occasion.” 


Continued from previous page 


“weirdo.” Really, how can you tell 
which kid wearing the freaky metal 
shirt and the dyed-black hair is the 
one? The major issue is that security 
didn’t catch the gun as Gale entered 
the building. Once a gun is ina 
venue, there is little anyone can do 
to protect the band. Even if Gale had 
been stopped from getting to the 
Stage, how hard would it have been 
for the ex-Marine to shoot Dimebag 
from the crowd? And once the 
shooting starts, it’s hard to ask club 
Security—who aren’t necessarily paid 
like presidential bodyguards—to act 
like presidential bodyguards and get 
in the way of bullets. 


THE GREAT WHITE TRAGEDY had a 
lasting impact on the concert indus- 
try: insurance premiums went up, a 
cost that music fans have had to 
absorb by paying more for concert 
tickets, and pyrotechnics have also 
been scaled back at shows. Heck, 
Cradle of Filth used fake silk flames 
‘nstead of real torches at their Shaw 
“onference Centre show, which lent 
4n unfortunate Spinal Tap atmos- 
Phere to the show. So the question 
how is, what will the legacy of the 
Dimebag shooting be? 

What happened in Columbus 
should be seen as an isolated inci- 
dent. I'm sure a lot of blame will be 
leveled at the club, but really, before 
© point any fingers at the propri- 
*tors and promoters, a hard look 
Needs to be taken at the society that 
“reates monsters like Gale. @ 


-$0-silent night 


Attending school in Vienna gave 
Vernon a solid background in both 
opera and classical music, but his 
Passion for opera was sparked at a 
young age when he starred in a Vic- 
toria production of Gian-Carlo 
Menotti’s Christmas opera Amahl 
and the Night Visitors—Vernon 
played Amahl, the young peasant 
who is visited by the three Magi on 
their way to find baby Jesus. “It's 
kind of a sentimental story,” Vernon 
explains. “That was pretty intense at 


E 


the beginning of life—that memory 
has stuck with me.” 


BUT VERNON SAYS there’s no 
shame in penning holiday tunes, 
pointing to Handel or 
Tchaikovsky—who wrote Messiah 
and The Nutcracker respectivelyzas 
examples of established artists who 
raised Christmas music to the level 
of fine art. “There is good Christ- 
mas music and bad Christmas 
music,” Vernon says. “I think this 
will be a great night of music and 
great compositions.... Although 
sometimes we get tired of the com- 
mercialism around it, nothing 
about Christmas is routine; there is 
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all the tradition around it, even if 
you aren’t religious.” 

Vernon will conduct the ESO in 
performances of familiar classics 
such as The Nutcracker and “O Holy 
Night” as well as contemporary 
favourites such as “White Christ- 
mas” and “Sleigh Ride.” The shy and 
the tone-deaf should be warned: the 
concert contains a singalong seg- 
ment, and audience participation 
will be requested, “I love it when 
everyone gets going,” Vernon says 
“Music is really about participation 
rather than just consumption—I 
think it’s wonderful to get up on 
your feet and just let it rip.” 

Edmonton won't be the only 
city enjoying the show this year: 
for the third year running, every- 
thing will be packed up and moved 
to Lloydminster for a repeat perfor- 
mance. Vernon won't be around for 
the Lloydminster show; Raymond 
Baril, principal conductor for New 
Edmonton Wind Sinfonia, will 
have the honour of leading the ESO 
through its holiday paces in the 
border city. © 


HOLIDAY SPECTACULAR 

With the Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, the Richard Eaton Singers 
and Michael Colvin * Winspear Centre « 
Fri-Sat, Dec 17 -18 (8pm) 
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| HOW TO DISMANTLE 
AN ATOMIC BOMB 


| 2) SHANIA TWAIN 
GREATEST HITS 
_ 3) GWEN STEFANI 


LOVE ANGEL 
MUSIC BABY 


_ 4) EMINEM 
h ENCORE 
5) RAY CHARLES 
GENIUS LOVES COMPA 
| 6) BIG SHINY TUNES 9 
7) GEORGE STRAIT 
i 50 NUMBER ONES (2CD) 
8) JAY-Z/LINKIN PARK 
COLLISION COURSE 
9) MAROON 5 
SONGS ABOUT JANE 
10) PEARL JAM 


REARVIEWMIRROR: 
GREATEST HITS 


AN UP. 
ee vie ks 
1) BOURNE SUPREMACY 
2) SPIDER-MAN 2 

(2Dvb) 
3) DODGEBALL 
4) SHREK 2 
5) ELF (2DVD) 
6) SEINFELD: 
SEASONS 1 & 2 
(aDvDS) 
7) HARRY POTTER & THE 
PRISONER OF AZKABAN 
g) IT'S A 
WONDERFUL LIFE 
“9) SEINFELD: 
SEASON 3 (4DVD) 
10) MATRIX: 
ULTIMATE COLLECTION 
(10DVDS) 


(DISCHORD) 

ee es 
On “District Night Prayer,” Q and Not 
U ask God to “bless [their] city with 12 
songs.... When we rise up in the morn, 
12 new songs be born.” Well, some- 
body up there must like them, because 
the Washington, D.C. funk-rockers’ 
new disc, Power, contains no fewer 
than 13 raucous, high-energy tunes 
that any band would be pleased to call 
their own. Who knew God was into 
bonus tracks? 

The band sets the template for the 
disc on the leadoff track, “Wonderful 
People,” a lean, confident blend of 
falsetto vocals, hooky guitar figures 
and basslines so fat and juicy that their 
keyboards still probably feel a little 
sticky. By the time you get to “Wet 
Work,” in fact, the bass noises get so 
absurdly squelchy that the song 
approaches self-parody. But the band 
fully recovers by the end of the disc: 
“X-Polynation” and “Book of Flags” 
are both exhilaratingly relentless rock- 


>< i's 


2ND FLOOR © 10568 WHYTE AVE. | 
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29¢ DRAFT THURSDAYS! 


25¢ DRAFT AND $3 DRINKS ALL NIGHT! 


TOP 40 FRIDAYS 
AND SATURDAYS! 


$2.25 DRINKS UNTIL 11PM 


ers, and “Tag-Tag” wraps things up 
with a post-punk workout that sounds 
a little like !!! riffing on the New York 
Dolls’ “Trash.” Q and Not U have a 
certain flair for phrasemaking— 
“LA.X.,” for instance, begins with the 
memorable line “| found some teeth in 
the street, whatever that means’”—but 
song by song, their lyrics feel more like 
collections of fragments than coherent 
wholes. (The band’s weaknesses are 
glaringly exposed on tracks like 
“Dine,” when they slow down a little 
and try to get serious.) 

So what does this all add up to? 
Are Q and Not U good enough to 
qualify for a four-star review? Well... 
not qite. te te te # ~—Paut MatwycHuK 


PUFFY AMIYUMI 

HI HI PUFFY AMIYUMI 

(EPIC) 
= 
Guess who's got a new animated 
show on the Cartoon Network? That's 
right! Japanese pop-rock duo Puffy 
AmiYumi, the same folks who brought 
you the Teen Titans theme song, are 
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now two-dimensional stars. As a tie-in 
to their new show, they’ve released a 
“new” album, Hi Hi Puffy AmiYumi, 
which is mostly just a rehashed great- 
est-hits album, albeit an entirely 
decent one. If you've never heard any 
of their stuff, the disc makes for a 
good introduction, though | find Nice, 
their last North American album, to 
be a bit better. 

Puffy AmiYumi excel at stylistic 
mixing-and-matching, combining ele- 
ments of rock, folk and pop into 
catchy (albeit high-pitched) new 
forms. One of the songs on Hi Hi has a 
bit of a Weezerish tinge to it (that is, if 
Rivers Cuomo were a couple of harmo- 
nizing Japanese pop superstars instead 
of a bespectacled cult artist), and 
what's even stranger, there’s a track 
that wouldn’t sound out of place at 
the Expo ‘67 Japanese pavilion, com- 
plete with hand-clapping, go-go guitar 
and a tambourine. Freaky! 

The standout track is “Love So 
Pure,” a sugary pop-rock tune with 
great harmonies and a catchy melody 
that might propel it beyond the J-pop 
niche. Then again, that would require 
English-speaking people to break with 
tradition and actually care about pop 
music produced in other languages. 
Good luck. %& ¥e¥e9 IAIN IuicH 


SARAH MCLACHLAN 

AFTERGLOW LIVE (DVD) 
(NETTWERK) 
SI 
Say what you will about this Lilith Fair 
queen of power ballads, but don’t 
deny Sarah McLachlan can belt it out 
with the best of them. This DVD, a col- 


ist= 


recordsé&cds 


lection of songs from a live show \; 
few frills, proves unequivocally that () 
little Vancouver songstress has o 
nearly flawless voice. From her upbeat 
demi-pop performance of “Sweet 5 
render” to the older, more atmospher 
ic lull of “Fumbling Towards Ecstasy 
McLachlan delivers her signatur, 
whimsical phrasing with perfect pitch 
and a powerful punch to boot. In fact 
she sounds better on these live record 
ings than on many of her studio 
albums; her vocals ring in devilish! 
sweet harmony with those of her bac! 
up singer, the band is incredibly tight 
and she sings with a bit more gut 
than she did on her early releases 

Along with the live footage there 
are also some negligible “docume; 
tary” extras, including a clip o 
McLachlan walking her dog in the 
park—it’s boring at best. But the pack 
age does include a CD of the live con- 
cert, so you can take 15 of the 23 
recordings with you anywhere you 
like. Weve ted) —HeatHer Apier 


MANDY MOORE 

THE BEST OF MANDY MOORE 

(EPIC) 
eee 
Nobody, absolutely nobody, deserves a 
“best of” album at the tender age of 
20—and certainly not Mandy Moore, 
who doesn’t really have a lot of materi- 
al that could feasibly be included on a 
greatest-hits disc, owing largely to the 
lack of material that she’s ever actually 
recorded. Regardless, the people 
responsible for this CD/DVD set have 
apparently made the editorial decision 
that if a Moore song had a video, i! 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 
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st be a hit, and therefore it gets 
uded. What's that? Still not enough 
sterial? How about including some 
the covers that she sang on her lat- 
» pseudo-disc, Coverage. Because, 
y, they were greatest hits for some- 
pdy, night? 

Basically, it’s a cash grab. If you like 
andy, you've probably already got 
y actual “albums,” which makes this 
e redundant. Don’t get me wrong— 
ere’s good stuff on this disc, includ- 
ig my personal favourite, “Cry” 
ritten by James Renald, a 
ger/songwriter formerly of Canadian 
jop group Sky), but a retrospective 
pilection from a five-year recording 
reer seems pretty damned silly. If 
su‘re looking for a DVD full of her 
geos, it might be worthwhile. Other- 
se, pass. WA —IaIn lich 


LIFE WITH THE THRILL KILL KULT 
£ KULT KOLLECTION (DVD) 
¥KODISC) 


jothing says “Merry Christmas” quite 
ke kicking back with the gothic visu- 
ls, devilishly distorted guitars and 
rowling electronics of My Life With 


the Thrill Kill Kult. Within the first five 
minuets of this DVD, a collection of 
the band’s twisted music videos and 
equally unnerving life performances, 
your heart will already have been 
warmed by pictures of inverted cross- 
es, crucified devils and nuns beating 
up whores on the street. Yup, gather 
the kids around the old picture-box, 
light a fire and bond over the video for 
the band’s psychedelic and quasi reli- 
gious electronic ditty “Kooler Than 
Jesus,” or skip straight to the live stuff 
and squirm awkwardly as pornograph- 
ic images wash in and out over the 
performance clips. 

The rare videos will be a treat for 
old fans, and the hours’ worth of 
creepy compositions will convince 
even the uninitiated that My Life With 
the Thrill Kill Kult was one of the pre- 
mier industrial dance bands of the 
‘80s. There are 10 videos in total, nine 
concert tracks and even a lengthy trail- 
er featuring footage from the still-unre- 
leased Thrill Kill Kult movie. Maybe the 
film will be out by next Christmas, and 
then you can make these purveyors of 
fine family entertainment a new holi- 
day tradition! Ye Yee —HeaTHer ADLER 
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inhuman Nature 
(Vatikan) 

Yet another band 
Unashamedly suckling 
he Nickelback teat 


The Front 

Signs of Life 
(Hashbrownrecords) 

Funky rapper dudes 

With grooves so thick that you can 
Cut ‘em with a knife 
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FABOLOUS 
REAL TALK 
(DESERT STORM/ATLANTIC) 
ae ee 
Fabolous is one very conflicted man. On 
his latest album, Real Talk, he takes the 
time to slam the cops for being out to 
get him, only to tum around and regale 
us with tales of his shady street-hustling 
exploits. What gives? Guns, pimpin’ 
and... a song expressing concern about 
the state of America’s ‘hoods backed up 
by a children’s choir (“In My Hood”)? My 
head's spinning—irony senses tingling 
There are a few great tracks on Real 
Talk, a number of lame, dull efforts and 
a pile of mediocre mush to round it all 
out. If you're into blasphemy (and who 
isn’t?), “Church,” featuring Charlie 
Murphy, is a strange, creative mess of 
stumbling beats, organ blasts and ban- 
ter about hos, pimps and apostles. 
Seriously. “Breathe” is also decent, 
with a crazy, thumping beat and great 
delivery. It’s all gangsta fantasy fluff, 
but it’s well-produced. There's nothing 
innovative about it, but the rich, angry, 
suburban kids blasting it through the 
stereo in mom’s Escalade will certainly 


dig it. Heke ee —Iain luch 


Big feller sure can sing! 
By “Angel” we think he means 
“| Need a Sandwich” 


Burning Spear 


Creation Rebel: The Original Classic Recordings 


(Heartbeat) 


Authentic reggae 


From back in the days before 


Maxi Priest bullshit! 


Various Artists 


The Best of Bluegrass: 80 Years of American Music 


(Legacy) 


The Hoover Dam can’t 
Contain the gurgling surge 
Of new bluegrass discs 


lommi 


The 1996 Dep Sessions 


(EM!) 


Fans of Black Sabbath 
And heavy metal unite 


In hating this pap 
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By STEVEN SANDOR 


THIS WEEK: Shuyler Jansen discuss- 
es Van Morrison’s Veedon Fleece 


Edmonton’s Shuyler Jansen is earning 
more than a few critical raves for his 
solo debut, Hobotron, which also got a 
national distribution kick from Univer- 
sal. Jansen may be the most eclectic of 
the songwriters who make up local alt- 
country heroes Old Reliable, but 
Hobotron takes his penchant for experi- 
mentation even further. The disc sees 
him mixing tape loops and electronics 
with his gritty vocal style and 
folk/country guitar, creating a unique 
(and more than a little challenging) 
techno-country hybrid. 

But when asked about what album 
had more effect on his desire to 
become a musician than any other, 
Jansen’s choice comes from a very dif- 
ferent place from the albums he’s mak- 
ing today. He went with Veedon Fleece, 
the 1974 Van Morrison album that was 
the soulful Irish singer/songwriter’s 
most introspective record to date. It 
was also an album that boasted no 


easy-to-spot hit singles like “Moon- 
dance” or “Brown Eyed Girl,” which 
had made Belfast’s most famous soul 
man a major pop star in the late ‘60s 
and early ‘70s. 

Morrison recorded Veedon Fleece 
right after a messy divorce. At the 
time, he was an arena-filling star, but 
after settling his legal woes in the 
United States, he decided to return 
home to his pastoral Ireland to 
reconnect with his musical roots. For 


a man who had spent his whole 
career trying to connect with Ameri- 
can soul music, Veedon Fleece was 
Morrison’s announcement to the 
world that his heart would always 
remain Irish. 

“| think | purchased Van Morrison's 
Veedon Fleece sometime in the early 
1990s,” Jansen says. “I naturally got 
into ‘Van the Man’ as a teenager via 
Moondance, probably his most coms 
mercial release. At the time I was heavi- 
ly into SST rock, Meat Puppets, 


fIREHOSE, et cetera, but Van had 5p), 
tual soul power and somehow trans 
scended genre and time.” 

Jansen says Veedon Fleece i; alsg 
the one album on which Morrison dis. 
plays a dark side, proving that he js ;, 
fact a dangerous songwriter. "Vee, 
Fleece came out in 1974, the yea, | 
was born,” he recalls, “and it featureg 
a real dark, bittersweet mood, duc ¢, 
[Van Morrison’‘s] recent divorce from 
Janet Planet. 

“The album also resembled 
other favourite Van recording, Astra) 
Weeks,” Jansen continues. “Ty, 
recording starts off with Van in hi: 
best Kermit voice [on ‘Fair Play’) ang 
gradually moves into Van doing 
Smokey Robinson [on ‘Who Was That 
Masked Man?’J. It’s a sympathetic 
collection of songs, with vague lyric 
and it’s pure of heart, but it’s some. 
how evil. The highlight of the record 
ing comes with track five, ‘You Don’ 
Pull No Punches, But You Don’t Push; 
the River,’ when Van finally unleashes 
his intensity and delivers one of the 
best vocal performances ever, by 
anyone! The album mellows out 
towards the end with a real romantic 
streak and leaves you feeling 
absolutely mortal.” 

Jansen will be playing the Sidetrac 
on Thursday, December 23 to mark the 
release of his new CD. He will also join 
the Swiftys at the Black Dog New 
Year's Eve bash, which is a tribute to 
Hank Williams and Townes Vai 
Zandt—both legendary songwriters 
who died on New Year's Eve. © 


I bom 
By DAVID STONE 


Dead on our feet? 


“There's a brand new dance, but | 
don’t know its name,” sang David 
Bowie at the beginning of “Fashion.” 
That sentiment seems to be what guys 
like Fatboy Slim are feeling. Once at 
the top of the chain, Slim has seen his 
profile slide as people dropped their 
glowsticks and bought studded white 
belts. Dance music, you see, isn’t that 
fashionable anymore. 

That's what he told Chart Maga- 
zine recently, anyway, in a statement 
he was quick to retract last week in the 
pages of the New Music Express back in 
his native England. “I don’t personally 
believe it’s either dead or going to 
die,” he told the NME, “but it’s going 
through a bit of a fallow patch.” 

The Chart comment caught the ire 
of George Hatiras, though. The juno 
Award-winning Dj and producer sug- 
gested that Fatboy was getting old. “It 
sounds like dance music isn’t challeng- 
ing him personally anymore, so it’s 
valid if he wants to go off and try new 
things,” the Toronto native told Chart. 
“| can understand where he’s coming 
from, but | do think that there will 


always be a market for dance music. 
Also, whether or not it’s fashionable 
really isn’t the point. To me, all genres 
of music are valid and need proper 
representation. House music tops my 
list at the moment, whether or not it’s 
being supported by the masses.” 

But the uncertainty of dance 
music's relevance is weighing heavily 
on the minds of the industry as 2004 
winds down to a close. Nightclubs and 
promoters struggled to get events off 
the ground, and while many were well 
attended and executed, others floun- 
dered—and those are the ones people 


Fatboy 
Slim 


seem to remember. Artists are vying for 
attention in a glutted market while the 
Djs are struggling over a diminishing 
number of gigs as they grapple with 
radical advances in technology. 

There are two schools of thought 
in the business right now—either stick 
to your guns, or adapt. Jocks like 
James Zabiela have taken the latter 
sentiment to the extreme, mastering 
digital technology and pushing it to 
the limits, wildly reconstructing an 


eclectic library of tunes in the process 
Then there are guys like David 
Morales, who have weathered the 
game for decades—three, in his case— 
and fight against the fickle tastes o/ 
fashion. 
The Brooklyn-born Morales—who's 
playing a five-hour set down at the 
Standard tonight (Thursday)—is in a 
rare position in dance music, having 
played an instrumental part in the 
spread of house and shaping whal 
would become known as the tribal 
sound. Although his sound has 
changed with the times, Morales 
chalks that up to maturity rather thar 
worries over what's fashionable. In fact 
his new album, 2 Worlds Collide, is a 
response to what he feels is a lack of 
quality vocals in dance music. Eve" 
after all these years, guys like Morales 
have realized that people need to have 
fun on the dancefloor. 
Dance music has developed 4 
peculiar survival instinct. Nowadays, 
you can walk into a clothing store 
and you'll still hear a catchy beat 
Jump on the internet and there + 
thousands of streams to listen to, "° 
matter what genre you crave. Songs 
like Benny Benassi’s “Satisfaction” °° 
Eric Prydz’s “Call on Me” still man- 
age to cross over to the mainstream 
And promoters, producers and DJs 
are still fighting to get the mus'< 
heard, often to their own financi! 
detriment. This past year will D& 
remembered as the time when danc¢ 
music started to be fun again. And “ 
fashion has taught us anything, '‘° 
this: what went away yesterd2y 
always comes back tomorrow. The 
secret is what you do with it. @ 
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|| Condon’s 
insey says more 
out the joy of 
arriage than the 
jy of Sex 


PAUL MATWYCHUK 


ere’s a famous 1948 Peter Arno 
cartoon from the New Yorker that 
depicts a middle-aged woman in 
j, reading Alfred C. Kinsey’s best- 
ling, eye-opening study Sexual 
havior in the American Male. An 
pression of imperious shock and 
trage upon her face, the matron 
»5 toward her slumbering husband 
d asks, “Is there a Mrs. Kinsey?” 
That cartoon briefly appears in 
ter/director Bill Condon’s wonder- 
new film Kinsey, and one the 
lartest things he did while writing 
script was to spend so much time 
the Kinseys’ unorthodox, some- 
hes troubled but at heart quite 
hctional and even inspirational 
lage. “Behind every great man,” 
don seems to be saying, “stands 
exually well-adjusted woman.” 
Laura Linney plays Kinsey’s bride, 
@ra McMillan—“Mac” to her 
ds, just as all of Kinsey’s associ- 
S call him “Prok,” a nickname that 
€s him sound like an alien from 
Trek but which is actually just 
ort for “Professor Kinsey.” She first 
Kinsey when she was one of his 
udents and he was still a shy, 
“ure entomologist at Indiana Uni- 
ity. (The scene where Mac intro- 
ces herself to Prok is one of 
! don’s loveliest inventions—he’s 
bking a picnic on the campus lawn 
she convinces him to let him 
her by observing that she's the 
’ unattached female in the area 
i he’s the only unattached male.) 
At this point in his life, sex was 
furthest thing from Kinsey's 
id: the son of a deeply conserva- 
Preacher, Kinsey grew up in an 


‘ng night. Their first attempt at 
ts disastrously awkward and 


professor 


painful, but Kinsey (a scientist 
through and through) decides to con- 
sult an expert on the subject and the 
problem is quickly cured. Soon, Kin- 
sey realizes that he and his wife aren’t 
the only ones suffering from a dis- 
graceful ignorance regarding the sub- 
ject of sex: he's amazed to talk to his 
otherwise well-read and well- 
informed students and hear them 
spout so many ridiculous sexual 


BIOPIC 


myths and misconceptions (and to 
see how unquestioningly they believe 
them), and he’s especially offended to 
read the standard sex education text- 
books and see them brazenly ped- 
dling what he dismissively calls 
“morality disguised as fact.” 


KINSEY TAKES OVER the school’s sex 
education course, but before long, 
that job inspires him to begin a mas- 
sive research project that would ulti- 
mately amount to a nationwide sex 
education course: he and his three 
associates would fan out across the 
country, interviewing men and 
women from all walks of life about 
their sexual history, their sexual 
habits, their sexual preferences— 
everything. It was a simple but revolu- 
tionary idea: before Kinsey came 
along, sex was such a secretive activi- 
ty, such a taboo subject, that no one 
really knew what really went on in 
other people’s bedrooms (and often 
barely understood what went on in 
their own). Condon deftly recreates 
an era when homosexuality was 
thought to be a rare aberration— 
almost as freakish and rare as mastur- 
bation! He so completely immerses 
you in that '40s bashfulness about sex 
that the scene where Kinsey shows his 
class a slide of a penis entering a vagi- 
na is genuinely shocking; it’s like that 
scene in Far From Heaven where Den- 
nis Quaid gets so angry and frustrated 
that he actually says “fuck” in public. 

I don’t think you could ask more 
from a biopic than what Condon 
accomplishes with Kinsey: he makes 
you understand the world that Kinsey 
entered, he makes you understand 


how he changed it, and he makes you 
understand why Kinsey and no one 
else could have accomplished the feat. 
Fascinatingly, it was Kinsey’s training 
as an entomologist that gave him the 
brainstorm that led to his sex research: 
he came to understand gall wasps by 
collecting hundreds of thousands of 
samples, and so he’d do the same 
thing in order to understand human 
sexuality—namely, interview as many 
people as he could. Kinsey's detached, 
scientific attitude was perfect for this 
task: he never thought of people as 
“normal” or “abnormal,” just people 
whose habits were relatively common 
or uncommon. And so, Kinsey's report 
was at once shocking and comforting: 
“Who knew there were so many freaks 


out there?” people said to themselves. | 


“And who knew there were so many 
people like me?” 

But it’s not Condon’s portrayal of 
Kinsey’s public accomplishments that 
you'll remember after Kinsey is over. 
Or the excellent supporting cast 
(which includes that sleepy-eyed 
charmer Peter Sarsgaard as Kinsey's 
assistant and sometime lover, William 
Sadler as a creepy sexual omnivore 
and Lynn Redgrave, wonderfully 
moving in her one scene as the last of 
Kinsey’s interviewees), or Frederick 
Elmes’s evocative cinematography or 
the fact that this film contains some 


of the subtlest, most convincing old- | 
| point, this is no longer a team deliber- 


age makeup I've ever seen. No, it’s all 
those scenes between Laura Linney 
and Liam Neeson as the Kinseys, the 
nerdiest, happiest sex experts in the 


entire universe. I can’t think of a | 


more romantic movie scene all year 
than the one where Alfred gives Clara 
a pair of ugly brown, flat-heeled clod- 
hoppers and she squeals with total 


delight, putting them on her hands | 


and patting him on the chest with 
them. Kinsey’s name is synonymous 
with sex: who would have imagined a 
film about him would be such a 


memorable salute to the humble joys | 


of matrimony? ® 


KINSEY 

Written and directed by Bill Condon * 
Starring Liam Neeson, Laura Linney, 
Peter Sarsgaard and John Lithgow * 
Opens Fri, Dec 17 


The heist so nice 
| they made it twice 


Ocean’s Twelve 
contains more heists 
than the original, but 
/ much less fun 


By STEPHEN NOTLEY 


Eleven was a slick, breezy heist 
movie revolving around an elab- 
orate, clockwork plan that required 
the specific talents of 11 guys like 
George Clooney and Brad Pitt and 
bendy Chinese 
dude Shaobo Qin 
to crack security 
around Andy Gar- 
cia’s Las Vegas casino, but which was 
actually a pretext for the guys to 
hang out together and act cool while 
we get to watch. Now we've got a 
sequel, Ocean’s Twelve, and one 
might easily assume that it’s more of 
the same—hefty cast, frothy banter, 
exacting heist-management, the big 
score—except in Europe. 

Kinda, but not quite. Ocean’s 
Twelve opens with Andy Garcia mak- 
ing good on his promise to track 
down George Clooney’s Danny Ocean 
and the rest of his team, and then 
informing them he wants his $180 
million back in two weeks or they're 
all dead. So where Ocean’s Eleven was a 
fun, leisurely little Las Vegas heist 
vacation, Ocean's Twelve is a desperate 
run-and-gun series of mini-heists to 
pay off a huge debt. More to the 


Gi: Soderbergh’s 2001 Ocean's 


ately constructed for a particular job, 
each of the 11 getting at least a scene 
or a bit to show off who they are and 
how they fit into the scam. Now it’s 
just Clooney and Pitt and Matt 
Damon throwing out robbery ideas 
while pretty much everybody else 
blurs into the background. 

It takes a while to warm up to 
Ocean's reconstituted Eleven, with 
the grimmer tone and smaller char- 
acter portions; it’s almost 30 minutes 
before a bit of fussy banter from Matt 
Damon prompts the first appreciative 
rumble from the audience. The one 
major addition to the cast is Cather- 
ine Zeta-Jones, who’s not a member 
of the team but a Europol inspector 
who used to date Brad Pitt's charac- 
ter. As always, she’s icily beautiful but 
mostly blank in the personality 
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department, no substitute for the 
reduced roles of Elliot Gould as the 
team’s financier or Carl Reiner as the 
turkey-throated old con artist. 
Clooney and Pitt soldier along with 
sparks of charm here and there, mak- 
ing the best of a messier plot, though 
Julia Roberts gets more to do this 
time with an audacious bit of con- 
nery that’s too amusing to spoil. 


OCEAN’S TWELVE STARTED OUT as 
a spec script—it was rewritten to 
become the Ocean's Eleven sequel, 
and it shows. Andy Garcia drops out 
of the picture almost immediately 
once the team 
finds itself drawn 
into a reputational 
turf-war between a 
French thief named the Night Fox 
and a mysterious Uber-thief known 
as LeMare. The movie may not have 
the fun and charm of its predecessor, 
but it’s certainly got plenty of enthu- 
siasm for big-score lore, as characters: » 
chat about heists of the past and toss 
around con strategies with names 
like Baker's Dozen, Hell in a Hand- 
basket, Looky Loo and Bundle of Joy. 
Ah, thieves... they have so many dif- 
ferent ways to take your stuff! 

Drained of the bubbly premise of 
Ocean's Eleven, Ocean’s Twelve strug- 
gles to find a purpose. Soderbergh’s 
style is still on display and the film 
boasts the same jazzy incidental 
music and fleet-footed editing as the 
original, but it’s all downshifted into 
a minor key. There are still the twists 
and reversals of a good caper, but it’s 
sloppier this time; everything will 
look bad, then bam! there's a twist 
and they're back on top and you're 
going “Huh? How did that work 
again?” No matter; we've still got a 
bunch more twists to get through 
before the end of the movie. 

And anyway, the point of the 
whole thing is to hang out with 
these stars and have fun. Except this 
time there’s just not as much fun, 
and it’s not as though the fun got 
ditched to make way for increased 
importance or meaning or inquiry 
into the human dilemma. It’s just 
less fun. @ 


OCEAN'S TWELVE 

Directed by Steven Soderbergh * Written 
by George Nolfi * Starring George 
Clooney, Brad Pitt, Catherine Zeta-Jones, 
Matt Damon and more * Now playing 
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Dennis Quaid 
rebuilds a downed 
airplane in the Gobi 
Desert in Flight of 
the Phoenix 


By COLLEEN ADDISON 


for Hollywood, whose remakes 

rise continuously out of their 
own ashes. Flight of the Phoenix is 
the latest example, a redone version 
of the 1966 film which remains so 
faithfu! to the original that even the 
plane looks as if it flew straight out 
of a time machine. And certainly 
“original” is not exactly the word to 
use about this film. But on the 
whole, the new Flight, even if it 
doesn’t take you places you've never 
been, isn’t all that bad. 

it begins with a bang: loud music 
and a CGI storm so monstrous it 
seems at first as if we're in the wrong 
movie; we should 
be back in The Day 
Afler Tomorrow with 
other disasters to 
come. Marlboro man lookalike Den- 
nis Quaid stars in the Jimmy Stewart 
role as Captain Frank Towns, a pilot 
helping his motley band, faced with 
shortages of everything but cigarettes, 
build another plane to get out of the 
acres and acres of nothing that is the 
Gobi Desert. And yeah, it’s a multicul- 
tural group, complete with Hispanics, 
blacks and even one Saudi, with a 
token woman (Miranda Otto of Lord 
of the Rings fame) thrown in for good 
measure. At the film’s climax, good 
old Captain Towns has five tries to 
make the makeshift plane start. Guess 


T° phoenix bird is a good image 


which one works? 

The film is definitely formulaic, 
but watchable. The aerial shots of 
vast fields of dunes are gorgeous, and 
the men take their shirts off whenev- 
er the plot drags—which is surpris- 
ingly not that often, The film 
doesn’t include too many of the Hol- 
lywood musts: Miranda Otto, for 
example, doesn’t get together with 
any of the men. Though it purports 
to be a character study, the film 
doesn’t descend into the usual moral 


ADVENTURE 


ie — 


plane relief 


hope”—is scornfully referred to 
throughout the film as “the hopes 
and dreams speech,” something to 
be avoided at all costs. 

Giovanni Ribisi is the typical sci- 
entist-type who is denigrated at the 
beginning as not likely to be any use 
but who, of course, proves to be 
essential to the group's survival. (He 
plans the plane.) This is a formula 
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A war widow 
refuses to sever her 
ties to her fiancé in 
A Very Long 
Engagement 


By STEPHEN NOTLEY 


rain, and five men are being escort- 
ed through the sloppy, muddy 
trenches to the front lines, freshly 
court-martialed for “intentional self- 
mutilation”—that is, capping their 
palms over the rifle muzzle, gritting 


I: 1914 wartime France, pissing 


| their teeth and pulling the trigger, 


blood and*fingers spraying into the 
mud, all to try to get a ticket home. 
Their punishment is execution by 
German firing squad, so over the top 
they go, and they’re killed. 

Or are they? One of the men was 


| a wide-eyed kid named Manech, and 


standard too, but Ribisi doesn’t have | 


a standard role: he’s totally unlikable 
and a little strange. Though ques- 


tions about why he’s there (he’s sup- | 
| 
he's still alive somewhere. And so, 


posedly backpacking through the 
Mongolian desert) go unanswered 
and his character never goes beyond 
“weirdo,” he lends an unpredictable 
element to the movie. 


THE FILM'S ONE MAJOR PROBLEM 
is its utter lack of contemporary 
issues, It starts out determinedly 
apolitical, even though it’s about a 
group of people whose job it is to 
find oil in a desert landscape. Its 
carefully multicultural cast almost 
never mentions nationality and, 
though many of 
the characters 
sport crosses, reli- 
gion is pointedly 
dismissed. “Religion separates peo- 
ple,” one character asserts as the 
camera pans back to show the plane 
they are all building, “but belief 
binds people.” This seems simplistic 
and, coming as it does from the 


group's only Arab-looking character | 


BAS heresy! 


(Kevork Malikyan), a bit too pointed. 

This nod toward political cor- 
rectness is completely ruined 
towards the middle of the movie by 
the appearance of the bad guys: gun 
smugglers, who, though Chinese, 
cover their heads in Arab-like tur- 
bans, thus covering both of Holly- 
wood’s current villains. The 
smugglers seem friendly but are 
quickly exposed as treacherous 
thieves, quick to shoot and slow to 
lend a hand. It’s never really clear 
why they’re there; surely the struggle 
to stay alive in the desert ought to 
provide enough tension for one 
screenplay? 

On the whole, though, Flight of 
the Phoenix rises a bit above the usual 
Hollywood pack and shouldn't be 
dismissed as just another remake. @ 


three years later his fiancée Mathilde 
refuses to believe he’s dead. She can 
feel it, the wire that connects them, 
her belief —no, her knowledge—that 


stiffly limping every step of the way, 
she sets out to find him. 
That's A Very Long Engage- 


| ment, the new film from the Amélie 
| team of director Jean-Pierre Jeunet 


| and star Audrey Tautou. Like Amélie, 


A Very Long Engagement is a kaleido- 
scopic film, relying on strings of 
details (one red mitten with white 
spots, repeated carvings of “MMM”) 
to tie its thoughts together. Watch- 
ing the film is like looking through a 
box of old memories and testi- 
monies, piecing together bits of the 
past. But where Amélie’s windings 


Every week in Heresy!, Vue Weekly 
invites its film writers either to champion 
a film that everyone else regards as 
trash, or to trash a film that everyone 
else regards as art. This week: Paul 
Matwychuk defends Popeye. 


In last week's Heresy!, Darren Zenko 
defended Toys, which is generally regard- 
ed as one of the more notable disasters 
on Robin Williams's résumé—and for an 
actor with What Dreams May Come, 
Jakob the Liar, Being Human, Patch Adams, 
Bicentennial Man, Death to Smoochy, 
Father's Day and Jack to his credit, that’s 
really saying something. But you'd have 
to go back right to the beginning of 
Williams's movie career to find the film of 


guide us through an elfin love letter 
to love and Paris, A Very Long Engage- 
ment threads its way through the 
First World War and the odd and 
sometimes shameful nooks and 
crannies of the lives of some people 
who went through it. 

Audrey Tautou is Mathilde. 
There’s little of Amélie’s impish 
gleam in her; Mathilde is quiet and 
determined in her circuitous search 
for Manech. She makes little deals 
with fate: “If I don’t break the peel 
on this apple, Manech is alive” or “If 
| make it to the bend before the car, 


Manech isn’t dead,” only to break 
the peel and miss the car again and 
again. But each time she reties the 
wire; it’s still there, he’s still alive. It’s 
an understated but effective perfor- 
mance; with her bold limp and iron 
resolve she guides us along the 
meandering byways of the story. 


THE SEARCH FOR THE TRUTH of 
the prisoners of Bingo Crépuscule 
(the often-commented-on odd name 
of the frontline trench in question) 
leads to oddnesses many and varied: 
death by mirror, Frenchmen shoot- 
ing Frenchmen, grenade ys. biplane 
battles, a hydrogen-filled surveil- 
lance balloon in an emergency field 
hospital, Jodie Foster enthusiastically 
trying to get pregnant by her hus- 
band’s buddy to get her husband out 
of the war. There are the recollected 
moments in the lighthouse when 
Mathilde blew out the candle for 
Manech. We meet wax-mustached 
detective Germain Pire, “Peerless 
Pry,” zipping about digging up clues 


for Mathilde, and then there’; { 
man with the wooden hand, ang { 
Corsican pimp advancing on 
German lines, and the gravel-s\ 
ding postman. Little details, |i, 
moments that pile up. 
Like all of Jeunet’s films, 4 yj 
Long Engagement is brilliantly sy 
full of autumn colours, golds a 
browns, but it isn’t pretty | 
Amélie. The shells and explosions 
the war blew mud, dirt, clothig 
pieces of person in all directioy 
be mixed together, plowed un 
and turned to field, and the fi 
roots through the soil to find fr 
ments everywhere. Even thoug 
Mathilde’s wire of conviction is, 
only thing that remains constq 
through the war, this is no exultd 
treatise on love, and it ends quiet 
A satisfying if elliptical little film. ¢ 
A VERY LONG ENGAGEME! 
Directed by Jean-Pierre Jeunet * Writl 


Opens Wed, Dec 


know why; they’re like those people 


who got bitten by a poodle when they. 


were three years old and now that 
they‘re all grown up, they still want to 
cross the street if they see a dog com- 
ing the other way. When Popeye was 
first released, Paramount Pictures 
aggressively marketed it as a colourful 
children’s film; it was their big attempt 
to move into the family market that the 
financially ailing Disney Studios had 
temporarily vacated. And with Robin 
Williams—the rainbow-suspendered 


star of TV’s Mork and Mindy—in the 


lead, interest in Popeye among the play- 
ground set couldn't have been higher. 
Of course, what those kids got 


instead was a surreal, alienating Robert 


Altman movie, full of mumbled, over- 
lapping dialogue and an almost willful- 
ly contrarian attitude toward the E.C. 


Segar comic strips that inspired it. (Alt- 
man’s Popeye doesn’t even like 
spinach!) Naturally, kids hated every 
moment of it, and Altman, his name 


now confirmed as box-office poison, 


spent the rest of the ‘80s unable to get 


a single studio project off the ground. 


those bulging forearms and th 
“squinky eye”—and Popeye's mutterg 
under-his-breath style of dialogue hd 
him keep his broader comic instincts 
check. Shelley Duvall’s performance 
Olive Oy! has been justly celebrated: 
only does she bear an almost spo9 
resemblance to the Olive of the \#* 
pages, but she also gives her a scatt 
brained uppitiness that’s quite ende 
ing—even sexy. (I love Olive’s line wh 
the Oyls sit down to dinner: “! do 
want this glass!” she says. “It's a. 
fat, ugly glass! | want a tall, thin, bea 
ful glass!) And Altman populates ' 
background of every scene W't 
colourful assortment of character act 
from Donald Moffat’s petty-min? 
Taxman to Bill Irvin's Ham Gravy, “ 
spends nearly the entire film tryind 
pick his hat up off the ground. 

Best of all, though, is Van DY 
Parks’s wonderful score, a masterP! 
of deadpan whimsy, from the to 
anthem (“Hail, Sweethaven! God m 
love us! Why else would he put 
here?”) to Olive’s half-hearted ode 
her fiancé Bluto (the mournful “! 


Large”) to “He Needs Me,” one ° 
sweetest, dizziest love songs ev! “Y 
ten, which P.T. Anderson later 
underscore a key sequence '" 
Drunk Love. With Popeye, Alt™2” 
one of his most big-hearted films. * 
he got kicked around unmercifully 
it. | say he deserves an apologeky ® 


But take another look at Popeye 
from an adult perspective (and listen 
closely to the grown-up wit in the script 
by cartoonist Jules Feiffer) and its off- 
beat charms quickly become evident. It 
contains one of Williams’s most physi- 
cally accomplished performances—he 
really inhabits that bowlegged walk, 


dilemmas (also thankfully, no char 
acter has any family issues) or 
rhe only 
dialogue that comes close—a 


his | most want to defend: Robert Alt- 
man’s 1980 flop Popeye. 

For a lot of people my age, Popeye 
is the first movie they can recall going 
to see and consciously hating. To this 
day, the mere mention of Popeye can 
cause folks to flinch. They don’t even 


FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX 

Directed by John Moore * Written by 
Scott Frank and Edward Burns Starring 
Dennis Quaid, Giovanni Ribisi, Tyrese 
Gibson, Miranda Otto and Hugh Laurie 
© Opens Fri, Dec 17 


cheesily rousing speeches 


moment where one character tells 
Captain Towns they should all build 
the plane because “people need 


‘WUEWEEKLY EQ DECEMBER 16-22, 2004 


Yasujiro Ozu 
JOSEF BRAUN 


Yasujiro Ozu 
Japan's most 
“pres in world cine- 
he singularity of his prolific 
mplishments in every aspect of 
medium, the universality of his 
and the influence of his dis- 
ive approach resonate through 
work of countless cinematic heirs 
nis day. The striking contrast 
een Kurosawa and Ozu is a testa- 
+ to the breadth of Japanese 
ernism: Kurosawa was a master 
ynamic epics of high drama, 
ture and heroism, while Ozu 
guably cinema's foremost inter- 
of the rituals of daily life and 
ary struggle, bringing nearly 
scendental profundity and rich- 
to tales that deliberately avoid 
pretense of conventional drama. 
# filmmakers broke away from 
ese traditions in radical ways, 
it is Ozu who wore his transgres- 
‘Ms more subtly and thus more 
ly bridged the gap between past 
‘B present in Japanese film. 
it is equally notable that while 
’s films are’ considered to be 
tessentially Japanese (more than 
of any major filmmaker of the 
od, Ozu’s films document the 
Ss in Japanese culture before and 
World War Il), I can’t help but 
vel at the diverse ways his 
oach has influenced key film- 
ers of the West, like Robert Alt- 
in his fascination with 
mble and incidental behaviour, 


Jim Jarmusch in his use of camera 
distance and pedestrian action and 
Mike Leigh in his rigourous explo- 
ration of realism in work and the 
family. And yet despite the distinc- 
tiveness of Ozu’s films and our abili- 
ty to spot their influence, they're 
marked by their utter simplicity and 
lack of bold style: Ozu exclusively 
used direct cuts, no wipes or dis- 
solves, and his camera always 
remained in its unusually low posi- 
tion and very rarely moved. While 
images of clotheslines, corridor shots 
and deeply staged scenes are ubiqui- 
tous in Ozu's work, it is perhaps 
most distinguished by restraint; by 
all the things it leaves out. 


ALL THESE QUALITIES are evident in 
the career-spanning quartet of films 
being shown this weekend in Metro 
Cinema’s The Cinema of Yasujiro 


Ozu. The selection is an ideal one for 
newcomers as it showcases both the 
details that set certain periods in his 
work apart from one another as well as 
the many, many shared traits that 
evolved over his career. 

I Was Born But... (1932) dates 
back to Ozu’s pre-sound period 
(Metro’s screening will. have live 
accompaniment by Edmonton 
musician-composer Paul Morgan 
Donald) and in comparison to his 
later work it’s faster and more visu- 
ally dynamic, opening with an 
introductory title card that reads “A 
Picture-book for Adults.” Setting up 
the parent-child struggles that 
would continue through Ozu’'s 
future films, I Was Born But... sets 
two rebellious and opinionated 
boys against their father, whom 
they resent after witnessing his 
strained efforts to ingratiate himself 


to his boss. Unsatisfied with his 
explanation for his submissive 
behaviour, the boys finally engage 
in a hunger strike to persuade their 
father to stand up for himself. The 
visceral sense of youthful rebellion 
evoked here makes a deep impres- 
sion while, typical of Ozu, being 
both funny and affecting. 

Late Spring (1949) and An 
Autumn Afternoon (1962) both 
deal with aging widowers and their 
efforts to encourage their daughters 
to marry and lead their own lives 
instead of staying home to look after 
their fathers. In each instance the 
father is portrayed by Chishu Ryu, 
who appears in nearly all of Ozu's 
films and has a deeply endearing 
ability to suddenly and convincingly 
shift from remoteness and false 
politeness to touching earnestness 
and emotional bravery. An Autumn 
Afternoon is among Ozu’s most loose- 
ly plotted films but is highlighted by 
his late embracing of colour (the 
film shares something of the look of 
Douglas Sirk’s contemporaneous 
films, though more muted), a sly cri- 
tique of American-influenced mate- 
rialism and numerous funny/sad 
scenes of the older characters drink- 
ing to considerable excess, reminisc- 
ing about the war and at one point 
even doing an extensive marching 
dance, with a cheerful waitress who 
strangely resembles Ryu’s deceased 
wife joining in on the saluting. 


THE MOST internationally 
renowned and crowd-friendly of 
these four films is, not accidentally, 
also the film that Ozu confessed as 
being his most melodramatic. How- 
ever you characterize it, Tokyo 
Story (1953) is a masterpiece, an 
emotionally devastating film that 


demonstrates the inevitability of , 


change in life and, more specifically, 
the breakdown of the multi-genera- 


SPEND THE HOLIDAYS 
WITH SOME OLD FRIENDS 


4047-106 St 
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‘tional rural family. Basically, it is the 


simple story of a retired couple from 
the country going to visit several of 
their grown children now scattered 
across the capital city, and slowly 
realizing along the way that what 
Separates them is far more vast than 
geographical distance. 

Tokyo Story demands much atten- 
tion to detail, yet is devoid of atten- 
tion-grabbing devices. J really 
hesitate to call the film slow because 
its pace seems consistently perfect 
once you get into it and never seems 
to needlessly linger on anything. 
Ozu emphasizes tone and (especial- 
ly) his diverse characters over plot, 
and the time it takes to watch each 
episode unfold seems appropriate for 
the ideas and feeling we are to gath- 
er from them. 


“The end of a film is the begin- 
ning,” Ozu once said and, like his 
films, his lifespan itself proved to be 
an expression of this notion of 
cycles. An Autumn Afternoon was to 
be his final film. Ozu died in Tokyo 
of cancer On his birthday, December’ 
12, 1963, after months of illness, at 
exactly 60 years of age, leaving 
behind more than 50 films. © 


THE CINEMA OF YASUJIRO OZU 
Directed by Yasujiro Ozu Featuring | 
Was Born But... (Fri, Dec 17, 7pm); 
Late Spring (Sat, Dec 18, 7pm; Sun; 
Dec 19, 9:30pm); Tokyo Story (Fri, Dec 


17, 9pm; Sun, Dec 19, 7pm; Mon, Dec 


20, 9:15pm); An Autumn Afternoon 
(Sat, Dec 18, 9pm; Mon, Dec 20, 7pm) 
* Zeidler Hall, The Citadel * Metro 
Cinema # 425-9212 
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| The 1920 silent German film 
with live musical acoompaniment by 


Dave Wall & Ken Read. 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 
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Andrew Lloyd Webber's The Phantom of 
the Opera Gerard Butler, Emmy Rossum, 
Alan Cumming and Minnie Driver star in Bat- 
man and Robin director Joel Schumacher’s big- 
screen version of the Broadway megamusical, 
based on Gaston Leroux’s classic novel about 
a disfigured, obsessed, half-mad composer 
who engineers the career of a beautiful young 
singer while living in the sewers beneath the 
Paris Opera House. (Opens Wednesday) 


The Aviator Leonardo DiCaprio, Cate 
Blanchett, Alan Alda, Kate Beckinsale and Alec 
Baldwin star in Goodfellas director Martin Scors- 
ese’s epic biography of high-flying tycoon 
Howard Hughes, especially his youthful infatua- 
tion with building airplanes, making movies and 
dating beautiful actresses, and his encroaching 
battle with obsessive-compulsive syndrome. 


ral) The Cinema of Yasujiro Ozu A selection 
of films by the Japanese master of the 
ede deliberately paced domestic drama. 
Featuring: / Was Born But... (Fri, Dec 17, 
7pm); Late Spring (Sat, Dec 18, 7pm and Sun, 
Dec 19, 9:30pm); Tokyo Story (Fri, Dec 17, 9pm; 
Sun, Dec 19, 7pm; and Mon, Dec 20, 9:15pm); 
and An Autumn Aftemoon (Sat, Dec 18, 9pm and 
Mon, Dec 20, 7pm). / Was Born But... features a 
live musical score by Paul Morgan Donald. In 
Japanese with English subtitles. Read Josef Braun’s 
review on page 39. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel 


Flight of the Phoenix Dennis Quaid, Tyrese 
Gibson, Miranda Otto and Giovanni Ribisi star 
in Behind Enemy Lines director John Moore's 

remake of Robert Aldrich’s 1965 action block- 
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Nightly 7:00 & 9:20 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinees 2:00 pm 
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buster about a planeful of oil company employ- 
ees who must fight to survive when their cargo 
plane crashes in the middle of the Gobi Desert. 
Read Colleen Addison’s review on page 38. 


The Golem Directors Carl Boese and 
Paul Wegener's 1920 German Expres- 
PICK sionist classic, a major visual and themat- 

ic influence on decades of horror films, 
about a 16th-century rabbi who magically 
brings a giant clay statue to life in order to pro- 
tect his village from a pogrom. With live musi- 
cal accompaniment by Dave Wall and Ken 
Read. Zeidler Hall, The Citadel; Sat, Dec 18 (2pm) 


9 Kinsey Liam Neeson, Laura Linney, Peter 
Sarsgaard and John Lithgow star in Gods 
rq and Monsters writer/director Bill Condon’s 
IS iopic about Alfred C. Kinsey, the mid- 
western entomologist who upended North 
American society's attitude toward sex and sex- 
uality with the publication of his explosive stud- 
ies Sexual Behavior in the Human Male (1948) 
and Sexual Behavior in the Human Female (1953). 
Read Paul Matwychuk’s review on page 37. 


Lemony Snicket's A Series of Unfortunate 
Events Jim Carrey, Liam Aiken, Emily Brown- 
ing, Meryl Streep and Jude Law star in Casper 
director Brad Silberling’s big-screen adaptation 
of the best-selling series of morbidly funny chil- 
dren‘s books about the three hapless Baudelaire 
orphans and their efforts to protect their inhen- 
tance from their guardian, the evil Count Olaf. 


Meet the Fockers Ben Stiller, Robert De 
Niro, Dustin Hoffman, Barbra Streisand and 


WHAT THE BLEEP DO WE KNOW!? 


Nightly 7:00 & 9:10 pm 
Sat & Sun Matinees 2:00 pm 
*18A¢ (disturbing content) ENDS THURSDAY! 


ry | \ \ 
THIS WEEK'S NEW Mov 


Blythe Danner star in director Jay Roach 
sequel to his 2000 comedy his Meet the Po 
ents, in which neurotic husband-to-be 
Focker introduces his stern, disapproving 
laws to his own wildly eccentric parents 
(Opens Wednesday) 


Spanglish Adam Sandler, Téa Leoni, Paz \ 
and Cloris Leachman star in As Good As /t 
writer/director James L. Brooks's romantic 
dramedy about a successful Los Angeles chef, 
his nightmarishly high-maintenance wife, his 
precocious daughter, his boozy mother and 
the beautiful Mexican single mother who 
comes to work in their house. 


The Story of the Weeping Camel Janchiv 
Ayurzana, Chimed Ohin and Amgaabazar Gon- 
son star in writer/directors Byambasuren Davaa 
and Luigi Falomi’s docudrama about a family of 
nomadic Mongolian shepherds who go to 
extraordinary lengths to save a newbom came! 
life whose mother rejects it and refuses to give il 
milk. In Mongolian with English subtitles 


[a A Very Long Engagement Audrey 
Tautou, Gaspard Ulliel, Dominique Pino 
Ef K and Jodie Foster star in Amélie director 
Jean-Pierre Jeunet’s visually stunning mix 
of whimsy and horror, about a young woman's 
tireless search for her fiancé, a WW! soldier 
who was supposedly court-martialed and killed 
but who she is convinced is still alive. Based on| 
the novel by Sebastien Japrisot. In French with 
English subtitles. Read Stephen Notley’s review) 
on page 38. (Opens Wednesday) 


Sat & Sun Matinees ONLY 3:00 p™ 
#14Ae (mature theme) LAST CHANCE! 
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heatre fe 


GARNEAU 


Dally 7-00 9:20 Sat Sun 2:00 
PRINCESS 


TORY OF THE WEEPING CAMEL PG. 
10900 Sat Sun 1:00 


rT EEP DO WE KNOW 14A 
" 7:90 9-10 Sat Sun 2:00 No 7pm show Dec 15 
ona saa 


theme. Sat Sun 3:00 
METRO CINEMA 
9628-101A Avo, Citade! Theatre, 425-9212 


| WAS BORN BUT... - cc) 
Fr 700 

TOKYO STORY G 
fi 9:00 Sun 7:00 Mon 9:15 

THE GOLEM PG 
Sat 200. 

LATE SPRING sTc 
Sat 7.00 Sun 9°30 

AN AUTUMN AFTERNOON PG 
Sat 9:00 Mon 7:00 

GRANDIN THEATRE 
Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, 
‘St. Albert, 458-9622." 

THE POLAR EXPRESS G 
Dally 12:10 
CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS PG 
Daty 12:00 

BLADE: TRINITY 18A 
F 12:30 3:00 5:15 7:30 9:40 

OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 
Coarse language. Daily 1:15 3:45 7:15 9:40 

FLIGHT OF THE PHOIENIX PG 
Soerse language, violence. 

Dety 12:45 2:55 5:;10 7:20 9:30 

3PANGLISH PG 
jonrse language, mature theme. 

Dally 2:00 4:30 7:00 9:25 

LEMONY SNICKET'S 
# SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
Oily 12:40 2:45 5:00 7:15 9:20 

NEET THE FOCKERS 14A 


Cude content, sexual language. 
Wed-Thu 2:30 3:00 5:15 7:30 9:40 


LEDUC CINEMAS 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 
LEMONY SNICKET'S 
‘A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
Daily 7:00 820 Sat Sun 1:15 3:35 
SPANGLISH PG 


Coarse language, mature theme. 
Daly 6:50 9:30 Sat Sun 1:10 3:40 


BLADE: TRINITY 18A 
Daily 7:05 9:25 Sat Sun 1:05 3:25 

THE POLAR EXPRESS 6 
Sal Sun 1:00 

OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 


Coarse tenguage. Daily 7:10 9:30 Sat Sun 3:40 


(1) 780-352-3922 
LEMONY SNICKET'S: 
A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
Oally 7:00 9:20 Sat Sun 1:15 3:35 
SPANGLISH PG 
aly 6:50 9:30 Sat Sun 1:10 3:40 
BLADE: TRINITY 180 
Daly 7:05 9:25 Sat Sun 1:05 3:25 
THE POLAR EXPRESS 6 
Sat Sun 1:00 
OCEAN'S TWELVE 
Coarse language. Daily 7:10 9:30 Sat Sun 3:40 
"£490,140 St Albert Rd, 40-1646 
Suggestive scanes. Daily 6:45 9:10 Sat-Sun 12:50 3:20 
mi” R 
18A 


Davy 7: ‘Sat S og 


\ . 14a 
Con ngage oy 710240 Gat an 110255 


En 


NAPOLEON DYNAMITE SG 


Daily 4:15 6:25 8:40 Sat Sun 12:15 2:15 

SHARK TALE 

Daily 6:30 8:45 Sat Sun 12:00 2:00 4:00 6:30 8:45 
TAXI PG 
Violence. 

Sat Sun 1:00 3:30 Daily 6:20 9:30 


TEAM AMERICA: WORLD POLICE 18A 
Grude sexual language, not recommended for children. 
‘Sat Sun 12:30 3:00 Daily 7:00 9:15 


CINEPLEX ODEON CINEMAS 


CINEMA GUIDE 


10200-102 Ave, 421-7020 
THE INCREDIBLES G 
Fri-Tue 1:00 4:00 7:00 9:50 
THE POLAR EXPRESS G 
Fri-Tue 12:15 
FINDING NEVERLAND G 
Fri-Tue 3:25 6:30 9:20 
NATIONAL TREASURE PG 
Fri-Tus 12:30 3:30 6:50 10:00 
BLADE: TRINITY 18A 
Daily 1:40 4:40 7:40 10:30 
CLOSER 18A 
Crude sexual language. Daily 1:10 4:10 6:45 9:20 
OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 
Coarse language. No passes. 
Daily 12:50 3:50 6:40 9:40 
SIDEWAYS 18A 
Sexual content. Daily 1:30 4:30 7:30 10:25 
SPANGLISH PG 


Coarse language, mature theme. No passes. 
Daily 12:40 3:40 7:10 10:20 


FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX PG 
Coarse language, violence. No passes. 
Daily 1:20 4:20 7:20 10:15 


MEET THE FOCKERS 140 
Crude content, sexual language. No passas. 

Wed-Thu 1:00 4:00 7:00 10:00. 

AVERY LONG ENGAGEMENT sTc 
Wed-Thu 12:30 3:35 6:50 10:10 

PHANTOM OF THE OPERA PG 


May frighten young children. No passes. 
Wed-Thu 12:15 3:25 6:30 9:50 


WEST MALL 


8882-170 St, 444-1829 

WITHOUT A PADDLE 140 
Daily 2:00 4:00 6:35 8:40 

SURVIVING CHRISTMAS PG 
Not recommended for young children. 

Daily 1:45 3:50 6:30 

SAW a 
Disturbing content. Daily 9:00 

SHARK TALE G 
Daily 2:20 4:40 6:40 8:50 
THE NOTEBOOK PG 
Suggestive sosnes. Daily 1-40 4:20 6:50 9:20 
TEAM AMERICA: WORLD POLICE 168A 


Crude sexual language, not recommended for children. 
Daily 2:10 4:15 7:20 9:40 


NAPOLEON DYNAMITE G 
Daily 1:50 4:25 7:00 9:10 
RAY PG 


Substance abuse, not recommended for young children. 
Dally 1:20 4:30 7:45 


ALFIE 
Daily 1:30 4:10 7:10 9:30 


AREVIEW 


144A 


™sa: Ma 


SPANGLISH PG 
Coarse language, mature theme. No passes. 

Daily 1:20 4:10 7:00 9:50 

FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX PG 
Coarse language, violence. No passes. 

Daily 1:50 4:30 7:30 10:05 

LEMONY SNICKET'S 

A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS. PG 
No passes. Daily 12:40 3:90 7:10 9.40 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 
1525-99 St, 496-8585 


THE INCREDIBLES Gc 
Fri-Tue 12:30 2:00 3:40 4:45 6:50 940 
Wed-Thu 12:30 3:40 6:50 9:40 


THE POLAR EXPRESS ce 
Fri-Tus 12:15 1:15 2:30 3:45 5:00 6:30 9:00 
Wed-Thu 12:15 1:15 2:30 345 6:30 9:00 


BRIDGET JONES: THE EDGE OF REASON 144 
Coarse language. Fri-Tue 1:00 3:30 6:45 9:15 
CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS PG 
Dally 12:45 1:45 3:10 4:10 7:20 9:50 

NATIONAL TREASURE PG 
Fri-Tue 12:50 3:50 7:10 8:30 10:20 

Wed-Thu 12:50 3:50 7:10 10:20 

CLOSER 18A 
Crude sexual language. 

Daily 1:30 4:30 6:40 7:45 9:20 10:40 

BLADE: TRINITY 184 


Fri-Sun Tue 12:10 1:50 2:50 4:00 4:50 5:50 7:00 7:50 
9:10 9:45 10:45 

Mon 12:10 1:50 2:50 4:00 4:50 7:00 7:50 9:45 10:45 
Wed-Thu 1:50 4:50 5:50 7:50 9:10 10:45 


OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 
Coarsa language. No passes, Fri-Tue 12:20 1:20 3:20 
4:20 6:30 7:40 8:15 9:30 10:30 Wed-Thu 12:20 1:20 
3:20 4:20 6:30 7:40 9:30 10:30 


SPANGLISH PG 
Coarse language, mature theme. 
No passes. THX Daily 1:10 4:15 7:16 10:15 


FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX PG 
Coarse language, Violence. No passes. 
Daily 1:40 4:40 7:30 10:10 


MEET THE FOCKERS 

Crude content, sexual lanquaga. No passes 

THX Wed-Thu 12:00 1:00 2:40 4:00 5:20 7:00 8:00 
9:45 10:45 


PHANTOM OF THE OPERA PG 
May frighten young children. No passes 
Wed-Thu 12:10 2:10 3:30 5:30 6:45 8:45 10:00 


14A 


GALAXY CINEMAS @ SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


THE INCREDIBLES 6 
Daily 1:00 3:50 6:45 9:40 

THE POLAR EXPRESS G 
Daily 12:30 3:20 

ALEXANDER 14A 
Gory scenes. Fri-Tue 8:00 

NATIONAL TREASURE PG 
Dally 12:50 3:40 6:50 9:50 

THE SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS MOVIE G 
Daily 12:10 3:10 

CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS PG 
Fri-Tue 1-20 4:20 6:40 9:00 Wed- Thu 6:40 9:00 
BLADE: TRINITY 18A 
Daily 1-20 4:30 7:40 10:20 

OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 


Coarse language. No passes. 
Dally 12:00 3:00 6:30 7:10. 9:15 10:00 


SPANGLISH PG 
Coarse language, mature theme. 
No passes. Daily 12:20 3:30 7:20 10:05 


LEMONY SNICKET'S 

A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
No passes. Daily 12:40 4:00 7:00 9:30 

FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX PG 


THE SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS MOVIE G 
Fri-Tue 12:10 2:15 4:30 6:30 

CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS PG 
Daily 2:00 4:45 7:05 9:25 

ALEXANDER 144 
Gory scenes. Fri-Tue 8:30 

CLOSER 184 
Crude sexual language. Daily 1:50 4:50 7:50 10:10 
BLADE: TRINITY 18A 


Fri-Tue 12:40 2:10 3:30 5:00 7:00 7:45 9:40 10:30 
Wed-Thu 2:10 8:00 7:45 10:30 

SPANGLISH PG 
Coarse language, mature theme. No pas: 
Daily 12:15 3:10 6:45 9:45 

OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 
Coarse language, No passes. 

Dally 12:30 1:40 3:20 4:40 6:40 7:30 9:30 10:15 
FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX PG 
Coarse language, violence, No passes. 

Dally 1:00 4:00 7:20 10:00 


LEMONY SNICKET'S 

A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
No passes. 

Daily 1:30 4:10 6:50 9:20 

MEET THE FOCKERS 

Crude content, sexual language. No passes 
Wed:Thu 12:40 1:45 3:20 4:30 6:30 7:40 9:15 10,20 


SSS 


GATEWAY 8 


14A 


2950 Calgary Trail, 496-6977 
LADDER 49 PG 
Coarsa language. 9:55 
THE SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS MOVIE G 
12:30 1:10 2:30 3:30 4:40 6:30 7:25 9:25 
ALEXANDER 14A 
Gory scenes. 1:00 4:30 8:15 
FINDING NEVERLAND C) 
12:55 3:35 7:10 9:35. 
THE GRUDGE 14A 


Frightening seanes. 1:20 4:05 7:15 9:46 


LEMONY SNICKET'S 

A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
No passes, 

12:45 1:16 3:45 4:15 6:50 7:20 9:30 10:00 


SILVERCITY WEST EDMONTON MALL 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 


THE INCREDIBLES G 
11:30 2:10 4:50 7:30 10:10 

THE POLAR EXPRESS ce 
12:00 2:20 4:45 715 9:40 

THE SPONGEBOB SQUAREPANTS MOVIE a 
12:45 2:55 5:10 

NATIONAL TREASURE PG 
1:30 4:20 7:20 10:20 

CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS PG 
11:35 2,05 4:35 7:10 9:40 

FINDING NEVERLAND G 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 11:46 2:00 4:25 7:05 9:35 
BLADE: TRINITY 168A 


Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue 12:30 3:30 6:55 7:45 9:46 10:30 
Wed Thu 12:30 3:30 6:55 9:45 


OCEAN'S TWELVE PG 
Coarse language. 

Fri Sat Sunt Mon Tue 12:00 1:15 3:00 4:15 6:30 7:25 
9:30 10:15 Wed Thu 12:00 3:00 6:30 7:25 9:30 10:15 
SPANGLISH PG 


Coarse language, mature thems. 
12:05 2:50 6:50 9:55 


PHANTOM OF THE OPERA PG 
No passes. May frighten young children. 
Wed Thu 11:55 3:05 6:40 10.05 


Coarse language, violenca. No passes LEMONY SNICKET'S 

4211-139 Ave, 472-7900 Daily 1:15 4:10 7:30 10:10 A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
THE INCREDIBLES G MEET THE FOCKERS Tan (he peeee. Ke 9:50 10:25 
Daily 1-10 4:00 6:45 9:20 Crude content, sexual language. No passes. 11:40 1:00 2:15 4:00 4:55 7:00 7:40 9:59 10:25 

; PG 
THE POLAR EXPRESS G Wed-Thu 1:20 4:20 7:35 10:15 FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX 
; ¥ No passes. Coarse language, Violence. 
Daily 12:30 3:20 6:40 9:00 12:15 3:15 7:15 10:00 
SETONAE THEAR EE ee NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS erimorni ite 118 
pins i eg 14231-1357 Avo, 732-2236 No passes. Crude content, sexual language. 
CHRISTMAS WITH THE KRANKS PG Wed Thu 1:15 4:15 7:25 10:30 
Fri-Tue 1:40 4:50 7:50 10:10 THE INCREDIBLES G 
qea (088 1:10.4:207:109:50 

Daily 2:00 4:40 7:40 10:15 THE POLAR EXPRESS a WESTMOUNT CENTRE 

j Fri-Tue 12:00 1:20 3:50 6:55 9:10 
pamal tolslsarr PQ Wed-Thu 1:20 3:50 6:55 9:10 LLLAve. Groat Bd. 466-8726 ¥ 

NATIONAL TREASURE 
Diag (1-00 1220 3:40 4-20 B20 7-20 9:15 10:00 BT no eo OT es Oss Fit Sat Sun Mon Tue 12:45 4:45 6:45 9:20 
MEET THE FOCKERS 14a sage 7 OCEAN'S TWELVE Pa 
Crude content, sexual No passes. NATIONAL TREASURE \ ey, meta 
Wed-Thu 1:40 4:50 7:35 10:10 Dally 12:50 3:40 7:15 10:05 FA Sat Sun Mon Tuo 12:20 3:30 6:60 10:00 
 wueweekiy §=@¥ DECEMBER 16-22, 2004 


Wed Thu 12:30 3:30 6:45 9:30 


LEMONY SNICKET'S 
A SERIES OF UNFORTUNATE EVENTS PG 
No passes, 1,00 4:00 7:00 9:40 


MEET THE FOCKERS 


140 
No passas. 

Grude content, saxual language, 

Wed Thu 12:45 3:45 7:20 10:00 

FLIGHT OF THE PHOENIX PG 


No passes 
2Oarse language, violence. 
15 4:15 7:10 9:50 


MMoOvIES 12 


130 AVE.-SOTH STREET 472-9779 
VERE Wena 


SHOWING AT BOTH CINEMAS 


ALFIE 14 
Sat Sun 11:10 
Daily 1:30 4:05 
Fri Sat lata show 1 
RAY PG 
Substance abuse, not recommended for young children 
Daily 12:00 3: 6:30 9:40 
No 12:00 show on Fri at Movies 12 
THE FORGOTTEN PG 
Frightening scene 
Sat Sun 11:20 
Dally 1:30 4:50 7:20 10:10 
Fri Sat late show 12:20 
CELLULAR 14A 
Sat Sun 11:90 
Dally 1:55 4:30 7:00 9:20 
« Fri Sat late show 11:50 
NAPOLEON DYNAMITE G 
Sat Sun 11:05 
Daily 1:20 415 7:10 9:25 
Fri Sat late show 11:35 
SAW R 
Disturbing content 
Dally 4:35 7:36 10:00 
Fri Sat late show 12:15 
SHARK TALE G 
sat Sun 11:15 
Dally 1:25 4:25 7:05 9:15 
Fri Sat late show 11:30 
TEAM AMERICA: WORLD POLICE 168A, 
Crude sexual language, not recommended for children. 
sat Sun 11:25 
Daily 1:50 4:85 7:40 10:05 
Fri Sat late show 12:15 
THE NOTEBOOK PG 
Suggestive scenes: 
sat Sun 11:00 
Daily 1:40 4:20 7,00 9:40 
Fri Sat late show 12:10 
SURVIVING CHRISTMAS PG 
Not recommended for J children 
sat Sun 11:45 
Dally 2:05 4:40 7:15 9:30 
Fri Sat late ar 11:40 
TAXI PG 
Violen 
Sat Sun 11:40 
Dally 2:16 4:45 7:20 9:35 
Fri Sat late show 12:00 
WITHOUT A PADDLE 14A 
Movies 1 
Sat Sun 11:15 
Daily 1:35 4:10 7:25 9:50 
Fri Sat late show 11:4 
THE BOURNE SUPREMACY 14A 


Cinema Clty 12 
Sal Sun 11:15 
Dally 1:35 4:10 7:25 9:5¢ 
w 12:10 


iri Sat late st 
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Penny Szmata repays the kindness of strangers 
by organizing a unique skateboarding art benefit 


By AGNIESZKA MATEJKO 


s I descended the dark staircase of a 
Pieesstcrn lounge, the last thing on 
y mind was that down there, in what 
seemed like the bowels of the urban bar 
scene, | would discover a true Christmas 
story. Not just any Christmas story, but a 
true-to-life Hollywood fable complete with 
an uplifting happy ending. 

Down there, sitting on a barstool and 
waiting for me, was a strikingly beautiful 
young woman: the curator and sole orga- 
nizer of Deck the Walls, a benefit show 
for the Old Strathcona Youth Co-Op. 
Penny Szmata smiled a little nervously 
when she saw me and went up to the long 
row of brightly painted skateboards lining 
the tables of the lounge. She was about to 
turn these skateboards into one of the 
most diverse art shows that I have ever 
seen. Never in a gallery have | run into a 
cute hare running across one painting, 
right next to an image of a slick action fig- 
ure, next to a “canvas” with a poem paint- 
ed onto it. What Szmata has assembled 
here is not your run-of-the-mill, polished, 
pompous and predictable art show. I was 
full of questions. Who were these artists? 
Where did Szmata find them? How did 
this unique show come about? 

Well, it all started two winters ago. 
Szmata was clearing the snow in front of 
Listen Records, where she often volun- 
teered in exchange for a CD. She was hap- 
pily shoveling away in anticipation of her 
new album when something unexpected 
happened: as she turned to throw a large 
pile of snow, she felt a sharp, sudden pain 
course through her spine. This was not just 
a minor muscle ache; it was a disaster. “I 
herniated a couple of discs and was unable 
to walk for two and a half months,” she 
recalls with shock. All she could do was lie 
in bed worrying how to pay rent, buy food 
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and even get to a doctor. “I had no way to 
work,” she recalls. “When you can’t walk 
or even put your own socks on, you realize 
how desperate situations can be.” 

Then one day, she got an unexpected 
call. It came from a friend and co-worker, 
and the owner of the Black Dog. “They told 
me that there was a band from Calgary 
playing,” she says. It was Szmata’s favorite 
band, but the effort of getting up and see- 
ing them was just too great—she could 


VISUAL ARTS 


hardly walk. But they insisted she come by 
anyway. “I showed up at the Dog and there 
was the benefit!” she exclaims. “The Black 
Dog Freehouse, where I was working, orga- 
nized a charity for me.” And this was no 
small, private fundraiser; this was a major 
charity event. All the local Whyte Avenue 
businesses had donated things for the silent 
auction: there were hoodies from a local 
clothing store, T-shirts, a gift basket with 
hair products, items from the guitar shop 
and countless others. And to top it all off, 
her favourite band from Calgary arrived to 
play for her. “With [the money raised] I was 
able to pay my bills, buy food, go to the 
doctor,” Szmata recalls with gratitude. 


AS SOON AS Szmata was back on her feet, 
she decided to express her gratitude with 
something more than a thank-you note. At 
first she thought of volunteering with the 
Old Strathcona Youth Co-Op (an organiza- 
tion dedicated to providing youth from 
Whyte Avenue with a supportive, safe 
place to go). “I realized I was too much of a 
wimp to do it,” she says. “I would do it in 
another way.” That’s when the idea for a 
fundraiser came to her. “I wanted to get a 


collaborative exhibition of emer, 
artists, to bring together what may b. ,,, 
sidered the lowbrow art communi, ; 
one big exhibition where it’s no; ,,, 
against artist, but artists all working ¢>.,, 
er for a cause. They are artists who ,, 
have their stuff in galleries, but may, 
cafés. They are underappreciated.” ' 
Szmata’s concept for the show \., 
invite those underappreciated artj.;, 
each decorate a skateboard deck, ), 
would then be auctioned off at the :},,, 
Once Farside and Olive Skateboards 2¢),,. 
ously donated the boards, all she had «, , 
was to find some artists. It wasn’t ditt, : 
“I have worked the bar scene for a |,, 
time and I meet a lot of people,” expjer 
Szmata, who works as a DJ under the ajj,| 
Dj Slipped Disc. “I checked at tattoo shop, 
for example, and asked random pe: sph 
who I knew were interested in art. What! 
been exciting about the tattoo articr 
that they do what other people want, , 
this is a chance for them to do their 
work. They have been very excited.” 
Another skateboard went to a 19-ye, 
old girl who designs clothes and cuts jyy 
for a living—Deck the Walls is her tir 
effort at painting. Another went « 
young man who used to come into ¢} 
Black Dog to draw pictures of the start 
demons and angels. There are also soy 
fine arts students and a few profession 
designers in the mix. “It will be an eclectj 
mix,” Szmata smiles. “I have some fab 
lous people. I wish that I could buy the 
all massive gifts—they’ve taken all #4 
time on something that won't benefi 
them financially. A work of art is a hug 
investment of time. They’re all going to b 
here to support their friends.” Even s: 
interest in participating in the show’ 
so high that Szmata ran out of skateboa 
and couldn’t even paint one herself. 


IT WAS NO PROBLEM finding a venu 
either, since Szmata DJs for the Victor 
Lounge on Sunday nights. “They gave m 
the license to do whatever | wanted wi 
the evenings,” she explains. “So I wanted ( 
put this show together.” The proceeds fro: 
the $10 entrance fee and the skateboar 
auction will go to the Co-Op—and Szma' 
says that money will make a big differenc 
In fact, it may mean the difference betwee 
street kids on Whyte Avenue having a plac 
to go this year or not. “We are trying ¢ 
raise enough money to keep the co-op ope 
for the next year,” says outreach work¢ 
Karen Leighton, who has been concerné 
about the Co-op’s future economic hei 
ever since their operational grants were cu 
by the city. Deck the Halls will buy time 
perhaps a month or two, when street kid 
still have a safe place to go. “I just hope w 
raise a lot,” Szmata says. “I don’t set a ml 
ber, so I don’t become disappointed.” 

Will anybody come? Will the skat 
boards sell out? Will the Co-op stay ope" 
Even if we don’t know the outcome © 
this story yet, it sure does have all th 
makings of a wonderful Christmas fabl 
don’t you think? It’s almost like a mini 
ture Edmonton version of It’s a Wonder/! 
Life: a pretty girl has an accident, becom 
destitute, a whole street comes to her r¢ 
cue and somehow, out of all this, stree" 
kids have a place to go on a cold wints 
day. But Szmata doesn’t pretend to } 
some kind of modern-day George Bailey 
in fact, she’s remarkably modest about ' 
whole thing. “This is my first time 0" 
nizing anything,” she says humbly 
let's hope it goes good!” © 


DECK THE W: 
The Victory Lounge (downsto” 
10030-102 St) # Sun, Dec 


DECEMBER 16-22, 2004 


y PAUL MATWYCHUK 
ing the fifth 


“7 ly, | attended the opening 
sht performance of the Citadel’s pro- 


of istmas Carol. |\t was a 
eling: this is the fifth consecu- 
at the Citadel has staged the 

, the fifth time that Tom Wood 
9 wrote the adaptation) has played 
sooge and the fifth time that I’ve sat in 
Maclab Theatre and watched him do 
io, wait—actually, it’s only the fourth 
ne I've seen Wood play Scrooge; once | 
d to shake things up and went to see 
Jeff Page, Wood's understudy that 

;, was doing with the role instead. 
But with each passing year, it gets 
der and harder for theatre critics to 
e out new ways of writing about A 
hristmas Carol. (And once you've 
ed the understudy, what else is 
ve to talk about?) You won't find a 
pger fan of the show than Edmonton 


ee 

Sun theatre critic Colin Maclean, to pick 
one example, but after four years, he 
bowed out of reviewing the show again 
and allowed a new writer to write about 
it in his place. “To sit down and write a 
review of it again would be very diffi- 
cult,” he admits. “What do you do? Do 
you go back to last year's review or the 
first year’s review and sit down and 
rewrite it? Because after all, [the stag- 
ing] hasn’t changed that much. You 
don’t want to repeat yourself, but on 
the other hand, the very things that 
made it work upon that first viewing are 
the things that make it work this year.” 

“I might write a little something 
about the show this year,” agrees 
Edmonton Journal theatre critic Liz 
Nicholls, “but it probably won't be a 
full-sized, formal review. Having a show 
that’s in effect a long-running show is 
not an experience we usually have in 
Edmonton. And so, you end up writing 
not so'much about the show but about 
the tradition of performing it—inter- 
viewing people who've done it before, 
or interviewing people who haven't and 
are coming up against that tradition. | 
don’t want to concoct something just 
for the sake of coming up with a story, 
but at the same time, when an excellent 
show like this one appears, you sort of 
want to tell people not to miss it.” 

As for me, I've decided—as you've 
probably already begun to suspect—to 
finesse the whole problem by talking to 


other theatre critics, thereby avoiding the 

task of re-reviewing the show completely. 

I will say that A Christmas Carol is as satis- 

fying and uplifting a production as it ever 
was; director Bob Baker brings a lot of 
spectacular stagecraft to bear on Wood's 
skillful adaptation, but neither of them 
ever loses sight of the surprisingly mov- 
ing human story at the centre of it. The 
show suffers from the absence of julien 
Amold, who year after year found such a 
poignant balance between Bob Cratchit’s 
cheerful demeanour and his nagging 
awareness of how little time his son Tim 
likely has left to live. Arnold’s replace- 
ment, Michael Simpson, is likable and 
hearty enough in the role, but it’s a more 
superficial take on a character Amold had 
four years to perfect. On the other hand, 
Kevin Kruchkywich fills Kevin Corey's 
shoes quite nicely as Young Scrooge. 
Scrooge's transformation from a carefree 
young suitor to a money-obsessed clerk 
is very abrupt, but somehow Kruchky- 
wich makes it believable—he makes you 
feel like you're seeing the dark side of a 
single character emerging instead of two 
completely different people. 

But otherwise, I’ve got to side with 
Nicholls and Maclean: after five years, 
it’s hard to notice enough new stuff in 
this production to cobble together a full 
review. | sat at the side of the theatre this 
year instead of the middle, and here's a 
complete list of all the things | saw in the 
show this time from my new vantage 


your free ae Bite 426-2889 or om 
t ings@vueweekly.com. 
i ‘ardaae at 3pm 


DANCE 


CE MOVES City Hall, Sir Winston Churchill 
(445-8834) * Class and performance of jazz, 
hk, hiphop, line dance, latin and swing dance * 
paket) * Free with food item for the 


(iE NUTCRACKER, A BALLET FANTASY 
adel Theatre, Shoctor Stage (425-1820) « 
irinian Shumka Dancers presented by 
jonton’s Sulyma Productions featuring the 
Ballet National of Ukraine * Until Dec. 
* Citadel Theatre office 425-1820 


poeira Academy, 
jasper Ave (709-3500) * Every Sat (3- 
Free ince of a Brazilian fusion of 
e, and music, invented by 


LLERIES/MUSEUMS 


IBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10186- 

‘St (488-661 1/4808-5900) * Open Mon-Sat 

m-Spm (closed all hols) * until Dec. 24: 
bn-Fri 9:3 m, Thu 9:30am-8pm, Sat 

Spm, Sun 12-5Spm, Fri, Dec. 2 Tas Faw 
ed Dec. 2 A HOLIDAY CELEBRATION 
F CRAFT: until Dec. 24 
D’ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 

03-95 Ave (461-3427) « DREAMING IN 


OUR: 
a lett L cle Biter eee Oa) and 
ih koa oy 
bs, Bee 22Feb 1 


rine until May 23 * BETWEEN BORDERS: Until 
June 19 © IMAGES OF EDMONTON; Until Feb. 20 * 
DRAW: Drawing by Edmonton artists; until Feb. 6 * 
COLLECTION HIGHLIGHTS: Until May 15 * 
PROTEAN PICASSO: Drawings and prints from the 
National Gallery of Canada; until Jan. 16 * Art for 
Lunch: Hands of History; Thu, Dec. 16 * Kitchen 
Gallery: IMAGINING HOME: Marc Siegner; until 
Feb. 6° Children’s = SPELLBOUND: until 
Jan. 2005 © $8 (adult)/$6 (student/senior)/$4 
(child 6-12)/free (member/child 5 and under) 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO 12419 Stony Plain 
Rd (482-1402) * Open Tue by appt. only, led- 
Fri 10am-5:30pm, Sat 10am-4pm, closed long 
weekends * 2004 RETROSPECTIVE YEAR END 
SHOW; Featuring artworks by various artists * 
Until Dec. 24 


FAB GALLERY Room 1-1, Fine Arts Building, 112 
St, 89 Ave, U of A Campus (492-2081) * Open 
Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 2pm-Spm * EDMONTON 
INSPIRES: A diverse selection of art, artifacts and 
specimens from the U of A Museums and a series 
of stories about the museum objects and their 
connection with Edmonton * Until Dec. 18 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave (432-7535) « Open: 

Mon-Wed, Sat 10am-6pm, Thu-Fri 10am-9pm, 

Sun 12-5pm * Eskimo soapstone carvings of 

otters by D. Inukpuk. Indian and Eskimo silver and 

ao jewellery by J. Sawyer. Por ine quill bas- 
‘ets by Ojibwa artists * Through December 


FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt 10516 Whyte Ave (432- 
0240) * Open Mon-Sat 9:30am-6pm * Staff 
shows Until Dec. 31 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave (488-2952) * 
SHERRY AND SHORTBREAD: A NIGHT BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS: Group exhibition, and an evening of 
art and appreciation for gallery patrons * Thu, 
Dec. 16 1), gallery in attendance 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * 
Open Mon-Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 12-4pm * TALES 
OF A LUCKY RABBIT: Artworks by Holly Newman; 
until Dec. 18 * DAY OF THE FOOL: Artworks by 


Jenika Sobolewska; Until Dec. 18 

ALLEN a 
Senior Centre, 10831 Uni Ave (433-5807) * 
Open Mon-Fri Jam-4pm * CHRISTMAS SHOW: 


JOHNSON GALLERY 7711-85 St (465-6171) * 
Cp ee eee Sat 9am-Spm * 
SIS ARDEA, par 
* Until Dec. 31 
JOHNSON GALLERY 11817-80 St (479-8424) « 
30am-S:. sat ) 


oTEDMONTON c § 1904-2004: 


and Noburo Kubo « Until Dec. 31 


LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave (990-1161) © 
ae Oe Artworks by gallery artists * Dec. 
-Jan. 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 
St (407-7152) * Open Mon-Fri 10am-8pm; Sat- 
Sun 1-8pm * TRANSFORMATIONS: WAVES OF FIRE, 
CLOUDS OF SNOW: Audio and visual art by 
Agnieszka Matejko, Adrienne Arlene Duffy, and 
Ryan Dorward 


MCPAG MULTICULTURAL PUBLIC ART 
GALLERY 5411-51 St, Stony Plain (963-2777) * 
Open Mon-Sat 10am-4pm, Sun 10am-6:30pm * 
THE FESTIVE FOREST: Winter installation of paint- 
ings by Jordanka Yaretz; until Jan, 3 


MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9526-960 St (496- 
2925) * CHRISTMAS 1904: Victorian Christmas 
with seasonal plants; until Jan. 5 * Christmas 
Sundays: Dec. 19 (1-4pm) 


PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 Ordze Rd, 
Gateway to Sherwood Park, Wye Rd (467-3038) * 
Featuring metal sculpture by Rogelio Menz, florals 
by Pam Vilesak, landscapes by Roger Arndt, 
seascapes by Jonn Einerssen and Brent Heighton, 
Soapstone carvings by Vance Theoret * Through 
December 


PLANET ZE DESIGN CENTER 10055-80 Ave 
(428-3499) * Open Tue-Fri 12-Spm, Sat 2-6pm * 
Featuring functional sculptures by Sandra Sing, 
paintings by various artists * New Year's Eve 
opening featuring Dj and performers: Dec. 31 
(pm2am); $40/$75 (couple) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron 
Street, St. Albert (460-4310) « nm Tue-Sat 10- 
Spm; Thu 10am-8pm * PRESENCE: Artworks by 
St. Albert Place Visual Arts Council (SAPVAC); until 
Dec. 31 * ArtVentures: Paper beads; Dec. 18 
(1-4pm); $2 (child 6-12yrs) 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 12845-102 
Ave (453-9100) * Open Mon-Sun Yam-Spm * A 
URY PAST: REFINED LIVING IN THE NEW ALBER- 
TA: Until sap 30, 2005 * SYNCRUDE CANADA ABO- 
RIGINAL PEOPLES ar ns ay years and 
500 generations, 1 past present, 
recordings, film, lights, artifacts and more. 
Permanent exhibit * FACES OF SALT: Until May 14, 
2005 we UGHT i AIA a i0~ = 
Alberta Pas 5 unl 
Jan. 9 * EDMONTON GRADS; Until May 1 * TED- 
DIES AND TOYS: until Feb. 27 * The Natural 
Gallery: » BUG ROOM: Live invertebrate 
display. Permanent exhibit * THE BIRD GALLERY: 
Mounted birds. Permanent exhibit « TREASURES OF 


Alberta weekend. 
and * Admission is half 
Mahe Torment BIG THINGS 3: scale sculp- 
ture; until 13, 2005 * NORTH (ONTON 
SCULPTURE Ps McCourt, Mark 
Bellows, Andrew French, Peter Hide, Ken Macklin 
mec] Nis ee aan 

tion of contemporary sculpture; until Mar. 29 


ROWLES AND COMPANY GALLERY 10130-103 
St (426-4035) * Open Mon-Fri 9am-Spm, Sat 12- 
5 Watercolours 


pm * Frances Alty-Arscott, 
Jeanne Findlay, Sigrid }, paintings by 


= 


point that I'd never noticed before: 

(1) When you watch him in profile 
against a dark background, you can 
really see how much spray comes out 
of Tom Wood's mouth when he speaks. 

(2) During the party scene at Fezzi- 
wig’s warehouse, Jan Alexandra Smith 
taps a wheezing old guy three times 
on the back right in time with the song 
Fezziwig sings with his wife. 

(3) The sign over the locksmith’s 
shop in the street set reads “Dickens’ 
Locks” and the poultry shop is called 
“Shoctor and Sons.” 

(4) The actor playing Marley really 
has to move fast to hook himself up to 
the machine that flies him out the win- 
dow at the end of his scene with Scrooge. 

(5) Even though I’ve figured out 
what makes Marley fly and how the 
switcheroo between Wood and his body 
double is accomplished, | still don’t 
know how Bob Baker gets Scrooge'’s bell 
to levitate. Neither can Maclean. “My 
grandson and | see it every year,” he 
says, “and we have a debate over what's 
magic and what isn’t. We're still stuck on 
that bell. The rest you can explain away 
as stagecraft, but that bell is real magic.” 


All the comforts of home 


Celina Stachow and Steven Greenfield 
were in a lonely frame of mind when 
they came up with the title for their 
holiday cabaret Home for Christmas, 


Audrey Pfannmuller, George Schwindt, Bruce 
Thompson, Steve Mitts, Elaine Tweedy, Angela 
Grootelaar, sculptural metal tables/stands by 
Rogelio Menz, blown glass a Darren Petersen, 
Chery! Takacs, Susan pinulgend Mark Gibeau « 
Hotel Macdonald: Acrylics by Steve Mitts « 
Westin Hotel (Pracera Room): Historical 
silkscreens by George Weber 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St (488-3619) « 
Open Tue-Sat 10am-5pm * CHRISTMAS TREA- 
SURES: New artworks by gallery artists Sean 
Caulfifeld, Douglas Haynes, Brenda Malkinson, 
Robert Sinclair, and Arlene Wasylynchuk and oth- 
ers * Until Dec. 24 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open 
Tue-Sat (12-Spm) * THE SHAPE OF SPACE/PRINT 
LAB; Printworks by Barbara Robertson, and julle 
Voyce * Until Dec. 23 


UPSTAIRS GALLERY Great Bear Framing, 2nd Fl, 
11631-105 Ave (452-8906) * GREAT BEAR 
CHRISTMAS SALON « ART IN YOUR STOCKING; 
Through December 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fi, Harcourt House, 10215- 
112 St (421-1731) * FIBRES AND THREADS: 
Featuring fibreworks by members of the Hand 
Weavers, Spinners and Dyers of Alberta * Until 
Dec. 18 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10183-112 St (452- 
0286) * Open: Tue-Sat 10am-5:30pm * 
CHRISTMAS GROUP SHOW: Featuring a selection 
of artworks by gallery artists * Until Dec. 30 


WINDJAMMER JAVA ROASTERS 122, 150 
Chippewa Rd, Sherwood Park (417-5282) « 
Open: Mon-Wed 10am-Spm, Thu 10am-6pm; Sat 
10am-4pm * SPLIT SECOND: Designs by Chloe 
Findlay * Through December 


WORKS GALLERY Commerce Place, 10150 
Jasper Ave (426-2122) * Open Mon-Fri noon- 
Spm, or by appointment * HAVE A HEART: 
Artworks by various artists « Until Dec. 19 


LITERARY 


NAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, 


, and performance art open stage hosted 
bye Naked Eclectic Electric Orchestra * Every 


ju (Bpm) 
O’MAILLE’S PUB Mission Hill Plaza, 398 St. 
Albert Road, St. Albert * Yule Be Welcomed To 
Read: Poetry open stage * Dec, 19 (6-9pm) 


ed 


THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway 
Boulevard (469-4999) * Lamont Ferguson; Dec. 
16-18 * Rob Pue; Dec. 30-31, Jan. 1 


THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Bourbon St, WEM, 


es (8pm); $12 * Headliner series; every 
Fri/Sat/Sun rks 8pm, Sat 10:30 mi $21° 


Su : Every Sunday (noon-1: }, inter- 
pe fg cana shows $5 (child tband 


but luckily that mood turned out to be 
unjustified. “We kind of put the show 
together thinking, ‘We’re home for 
Christmas but everyone else seems to 
be going away these days.’ But hilariox 
ously, it turns out that all sorts of peo- 
ple are, in fact, home for Christmas this 
year and we have guests a-plenty in the 
show every night, so the joke’s on us.” 

Those guests include such familiar 

Edmonton theatre personalities as Ash- 
ley Wright, Neon, Vanessa Sabourin and 
Ron Pederson as well as up-and-coming 
Grant MacEwan-trained performers like 
Farren Timoteo. The show is billed as a 
Christmas cabaret, but Stachow’s not 
exactly rigourous about sticking to tha 
theme. “I won't lie,” she says. “There's 
not a lot of Christmas songs in the 
show. The concept has more to do with 
the fact that even if people are going 
away and friends are getting jobs in dif- 
ferent places, this is the time of year 
when people can come home and 
touch base and that sort of thing.” 

Cole Porter, Burt Bacharach and 
Duke Ellington are all in the mix. Even 
better, so are free eggnog and cookies! 
“It's me,” says Stachow, who as Oh 
Susanna!’ s resident “griddle girl” feeds 
the Varscona audience every month. 
“Of course food is involved!” 4 

Home for Christmas runs from 
December 17-20 at the Varscona The- 
atre. (No show Sunday.) Admission is 
pay what you can. © 


under)/$7 (adult)/$20 (family: 2 adults, 3 chil- 
dren) * Family entertainment brunch featuring 
magicians, jugglers, clowns; every Sun (day) 
Industry night: Every Sun * Brian Green; Dec. 16- 
19 * Get hypnotized! with Sebastian Steel; Tue, 
Ded. 21 « in rov Extravaganza with Skit For 
Brains; Wed, Dec. 22 * Rob Pue and guests; Thu, 
Dec. 23 and Sun, Dec. 26 * Get Hypnotized! With 
Hypnotist Sheldon Fingler; Tue, Dec. 28 * Improv 
Extravaganza with The Second City Improv 
Players; Wed, Dec. 29 * Rick Bronson and guests; 
Dec, 30-Jan, 2 * New Year's Eve Extravaganza fea- 
turing Rick Bronson, Big Daddy Tazz, Three Dead 
Trolls in a Bagale; 7prn and 10pm; Fri, Dec. 31 


YUK YUK’S Londonderry Mall (481-9857) « 
Andrew Grose; until Dec. 16 * Andrew Grose; ( % 
Dec. 16-18 © Paul Sveen; Dec, 21-22 


THEATRE 


THE BRIDGE PCL Stage, Trans Alta Arts Barns, 
10330-84 Ave (420-1757) * A collectively created 
theatre piece and visual art exhibit by high-risk 
and street youth from Edmonton’s iHuman Youth 
Society presented by Azimuth Theatre * Until 
Dec. 19, Thu-Sat (8pm); Sun (om) * $18 
(adult)/$12 (student/sentor) * Tickets available at 
TIX on the Square 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL Citadel Theatre, Maclab 
Theatre 9828-101A Ave (425-1820) * 
Actor/plyawright Torn Wood returns as Ebenezer 
Scrooge for the fifth consecutive year in the 
Citadel's spectacular stage version of Charles 
Dicken’s classic seasonal tale of spiritual redemp- | 
tion * Until Dec. 24 Tickets available at Citadel | 
box office | 


DRAGNET SQUAD |ubilations Dinner Theatre, 
WEM (484-2424) « Until Jan, 23 


THE KING AND | Festival Place, Sherwood Park” = 
(449-3378.451-8000) * Richard Winnick directs 
Rodgers and Harnmerstein’s classic 1951 musical, 
set In mid-19th-century Thailand, about an 
Englishwoman whose strong-willed personality 
frequently clashes with the equally hard-headed 
King of Siam, who has hired her to give his chil- 
dren a modem, Western-style education * Dec. 
18-23, 26-28 * $20 (adult)/$15 (child) * Tickets 
available at Festival Place box office, TicketMaster 


OH SUSANNA! CHRISTMAS SPECIAL Varscona 
Theatre 10329-83 Ave. (433-3399) * A Yuletide 
edition of Edmonton’s live, Euro-style chat show, 
featuring music, comedy, games and celebrity 
interviews all presided over by international glam- 
our gal Susanna Patchouli and her special co-host, 
Mad TV star Ron Pederson * Sat, Dec. 18 (11pm) 
* Tickets available at the door 


ONLY IN CANADA, EH? * Mayfield Dinner 
Theatre, Mayfield Inn, 16615-109 Ave (483-4051), 
* Alfie Zappacosta stars in this high-energy trib- 
ute to Canadian singers, songwriters and comedi- 
ans * Until Feb. 13 (Tue-Sun) * $47-$94 


ROBIN HOOD: MEN WITH SWORDS 
Celebrations Dinner Theatre, Oasis Entertainment 
Hotel, 13103 Fort Rd (448-9339) * Acomic _ 
spoof of the legend of Robin Hood, Maid Marian 
and the Merry Men of Sherwood Forest * Until 
Feb. 5 (Tue-Sat 6:15pm; Sun 5:15pm) 
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‘ free 
will 
astrology 


By ROB BREZSNY 


In 1874, a fire broke out in an-underground 
coalfield in western China. It burned non- 
stop until 2004, when firefighters finally 
*squelched it. In the intervening 130 years, 
200 million tons of fuel went to waste, spew- 
ing out copious amounts of polluting gases. 
| nominate the denouement of this long-run- 
ning drama to serve as your personal 
metaphor for early 2005. In January and 
February, you will finally douse a smoidering 
inner fire that has been a poor use of your 
ambition. This will set the stage for a fresh 
start. No later than your birthday, you will 
ignite a new blaze that’s both more efficient 
and more worthy of you. 


TAURUS Age 20 - May 20 


Have you heard of the book Toxic Sludge Is 
“Good for youl: Lies, Damn Lies and the Public 
Relations Industry? How about George Orwell's 
science fiction novel 1984, in which the gov- 
ernment trumpets the slogan, “War is peace, 
freedorn is slavery, ignorance is strength"? If 
could, I'd give you these books as holiday 
gifts, Taurus. I’d also present you with an altar 
made of fine wood. With these foundation 
materials, I'd ask you to begin building a Truth 
Shrine in your home. This source of power 


Fax your free Lee to 426-2889 or e-mail 
them to Glenys at listings@vueweekly.com 
cd Bpadiine is Friday at 3pm 


CLUBS/LECTURES 


ACCOUNTING AND FINANCE FOR NON-PROFIT 
(TIONS Stanley Milner Library, Edmonton Room 
(448-1941) * Dec. 16 (1-4:30pm) * Free * Pre-register 


BOREAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM 7, 6328A-104 St; 
every Thu (6:30-8:30) « Organic Roots, 8225122 St; every 
third Thu (6:30pm) 


BUDDHIST MEDITATION RETREAT River lodge, Devon 
(412-1006) * Lead by Gen Kelsang Phuntsog * Dee. 17-21 


LET'S TALK ANIMALS Valley Zoo, 134 St, Buena Vista Rd, 
87 Ave * In the Danger Zone; lecture and demonstration; 
Dec. 19 © Primarily Primates; lecture and demonstration; 


Dec. 26 
MEDITATION * Garneau United Place, 1148-84 Ave 
(412-1006) Drop-in meditation with with Gen Kelsang 
Phuntsog; every Thu (7-9pm); $10 (donation) * Diamond 
Way Buddhist Centre, 4th Fl, 10314 Whyte Ave (455 
5488) free meditations every Wed (8pm) * City Arts 
Centre, 10943.84 Ave: The Woy of Life meditation; Tue 
Dec. 21 (7pm) Buddhist Meditation, 10762 Whyte Ave 
: 3.8463) Tibetan tradition meditation presented by the 
ma Tashi Ling Society every Wed (7pm); beginners wel 
come 
NASCENT Support group for late teens to early thirties 
those who feel lost, alone and confused or those who have 
wisdom to share * e-mail _didnt_knowéhotmail. com for 


info 


TOASTMASTERS * 4005-115 Ave 


Toastmasters, learn public speaking 


469-6183) N’orators 
ry Thu (7:30. 


9 30pm) * Baker Centre 10th FL, 10025-106 St (477-2613) 
Upward Bound Toastmasters; every Wed (7pm): Weekly 
meeting about public speaking, and how to improve your 
communication and leadership skills * Norwood Legion, 
11150-82 St (456-3934) Norwood Toastmasters Club 
WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION Capilano Mall 
MacDonalds, 55 St, 1017 Av 478-5622) * Free quided 


hike/ski, approx. 12 km at Blackfoot * Dec. 19 (10am) 


QUEER LISTINGS 


‘7RGAPE Faculty of Education, U of A 


gender differences in educat 
Contact Dr. Andre Grace (andre 
AXIOS (454-2449) * A support group, local « 
Intemational organiz ast 

Rite Catholic Gay and Lesbian Christian: 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 10242-106 St (423 


tavern with pool tables, restaurant 


ter of tive 
nodox and Eastern 


5014) « Large 
shows. Members onty 


BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725 jasper Ave (488-6636) * 
Open daily $-3, Fri 8pm * Mon: Amateur strip (12:30); Dj 


might help you: stay alert for and immune to 
the elevated levels of BS you'll be called on to 
fend off in 2005. Maybe it would also inspire 
you to be in service to us all as you earn the 
title of “Radical Truth-Teller.” 


CPLGEMING ay 21- se 20 


As | meditated about what would be the 
perfect holiday gift for you, | kept coming 
back to the fantasy of 1,000 doughnuts. 
Nothing pleased me more than the mental 
image of your living room floor covered with 
boxes of Bavarian cream, chocolate frosted, 
jelly-filled, glazed and apple crumb dough- 
nuts. Here’s the astrological explanation for 
my intuition: | think fate plans to blow your 
mind with sweet extravagance in 2005. 
Receiving 1,000 doughnuts would be a 
metaphorical rehearsal. 


Over the centuries, numerous ships carrying 
treasure have suffered mishaps and sunk to 
the bottom of the world’s oceans. Most have 
remained there undisturbed, their gold and 
jewels seemingly lost forever. in the last 
decade, though, teams of treasure hunters 
have developed high-tech recovery equip- 
ment that allows them to locate and extract 
the sunken riches, | believe that there will be 
a comparable development in your life in the 
coming months, Cancerian. You'll find ways 
to access valuables from the past-stuff you 
had always assumed was irretrievable. Your 
first project will become apparent soon. Here 
are a few symbolic holiday gifts you might 
consider buying yourself: sonar, a diving suit, 
a treasure chest. 


(ARYL nor maz 


Many spiritual teachers say you're most likely 
to succeed at meditation if you sit-quietly in 


Alvaro, Ashley Love * Tue: D] Arrowchaser, malebox night, 
free pool * Wed: Dj Eddy Toonflash; Drag shows (12:30) * 
Thu: Wet underwear contest 12:30 w/Connie Lingua and Dj) 
Squiggles * Fri; Dance party with DJ Alvaro * Sat: D) 
Arrowechaser, Pool Tournament * Sexy Sundays with Sean 
and Dj Mikee, all request dance party 


DIGNITY EDMONTON (482-6845) * Support community 
for lesbigay Catholics and friends 


DOWN UNDER 12224 jasper Ave (482-7960) * Steambath 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (422- 
6207) * An organization for gay men and lesbians in busi- 
ness and their non-gay friends to share business knowledge, 
learn, make friends and network in a positive, proud space 
where being yourself is the norm 


FREE-TO-BE-VOLLEYBALL Oliver School Gym, SE 
Entrance, 10227-118 St (444-5673) * Mixed recreational 
volleyball leaque catering to the GLBT * Wed (7:30- 
9:30pm) (Sept.-May) * $3 (drop-in)/$20 (term)/$40 (year) 


GAY MEN'S OUTREACH CREW (GMOC) 45, 9912-106 St 
(488-0564) * Peer education initiative for gay/bisexual men 
that works toward preventing the spread ‘a HIV by improv. 
ing self-esteem 


HIV NETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 105, 10550- 
102 St (488-5742) * Programs and support services for peo- 
ple affected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related illnesses. 
Counselling, referrals, support groups, harm reduction, edu- 
cation, advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


WCARE 702A, 10242-105 St (448-1768) * wwwicarealber- 
to.org * The Interfaith Centre for AIDS/HIV Resources and 
Education (formerty Interfaith Association on AIDS) provides 
spiritual support and connections for those affected by 
HIV/AIDS 


ALLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St « 
Meetings every second Thursday each month 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based organization 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) 
faculty, graduate stuclent, academic, straight allies and sup- 
port staff + Third Thu each month (fall/winter terms): 
Speakers Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) or 
Marjone (onham@ualberta.ca) for schedule 


LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH Gameau 
United Church, 1148-84 Ave (474-0753) « Every Sun 
(7pm): Worship services. Serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgendered community 


LIVING POSITIVE wow.connect.ab.ca/livepos (488-5768) 
* Edmonton Persons Living with HIV Society, Peer-facilitated 
support groups, peer counseling * Daily drop-in 


LUTHERANS CONCERNED www: icna.org (426-0905) * A 
spiritual community which gathers monthly for sharing, 
fnendship, individual support and @ safe space for our own 
spiritual questions 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. jean, 
8406 Marie-Anne Gaboury (91 St) Rn 3-18 (490-7332) « 
Program for HIV-AJDS prevention, treatment and harm 
reduction in French, English and other African languages © 
Every 3rd and 4th Sat (Qam-Spm) © Free (membery/$10 
(membership) * Pre-register 


a sanctuary. They believe you need to retreat 
from the world in order to develop compas- 
sionate objectivity about life. The 18th-cen- 
tury Zen Buddhist teacher Hakuin Ekaku had 
a different view. “Meditation in the midst of 
activity is a billion times superior to medita- 
tion in stillness” was his motto. | agree with 
him. But one of the reasons it’s superior is 
because it’s so much harder. Have you ever 
tried to see God in your boss while he or she 
is yelling at you about some trivial mistake? 
Are you able to remain open-hearted to a 
loved one when he or she isn’t being open- 
hearted to you? Believe it or not, Leo, you 
could go a long way towards mastering 
these skills in 2005. It'll be prime time to 
learn how to meditate in the midst of the 
daily chaos. 


Virgo rapper Xzibit was asked by an inter- 
viewer what he was hoping to get for Christ- 
mas. “All | want is a Hummer H2, a big-ass 
plasma TV and an AR1S5 assault rifle with a 
30-round clip.” Though your own holiday 
wish list may not include any of Xzibit's 
items, | do encourage you to fantasize 
extravagantly about what gifts might pump 
up your power in 2005. According to my 
analysis of the astrological omens, you 
should even let yourself entertain some 
rather macho trains of thought as you imag- 
ine the enhancements you'd like to bring 
with you into the new year. How about ses- 
sions with a hard-driving life coach, lessons 
in ashtanga yoga or a definite plan to under- 
take a brave outdoor adventure? 


In 2005, you should go to great lengths to 
put yourself in positions where you will be 
pleasantly surprised, profoundly taught and 
rigourously inspired. The coming months 
will be an excellent time to seek out experi- 


eS i 
ences that will change your mind about 
many things. You're finally ready to shed a 
slew of old attitudes and beliefs that 
worked well for you once upon a time, but 
which are now mostly dead weight. Here 
are some symbolic holiday gifts you might 
consider buying yourself: a blank slate, a 
bottle of baptismal water, an outfit of all- 
white clothes. 


This year the Boston Red Sox won baseball's 
World Series for the first time in 86 years. 
The team thereby dispelled the “Curse of the 
Bambino,” which had plagued the franchise 
since it traded away Hall-of-Famer Babe Ruth 
in 1918. Of the 25 players on the Red Sox 
roster in 2004, five were Scorpios and five 
were Geminis. The Scorpios included four 
premier talents who were instrumental in 
breaking the curse: Johnny Damon, David 
Ortiz, Curt Schilling and Pedro Martinez. | 
believe this vignette foreshadows your fate 
in 2005, Scorpio. You too will banish a jinx 
that has burdened you for far too long. And 
Geminis (like Boston’s star Manny Ramirez) 
may be valuable allies. Here’s a symbolic hol- 
iday gift you might consider buying yourself: 
a Boston Red Sox good luck charm. 


In 2005, | hope you seek out more demand- 
ing and rewarding alliances. I'd love you to 
align yourself with a network that spreads 
your highest values with maximum intensity. 
My heart will also sing with joy if you use bet- 
ter tools to express your generous urges and 
try more daring strategies to promote justice. 
To encourage these developments, consider 
getting yourself these holiday gifts: a device 
that enhances your ability to communicate, a 
pep talk from the most practical idealist you 
know and a talisman that symbolizes a 
promise you make to your future self. 


mind's eye, Capricorn. | would love to oe 
you as a holiday gift. It would be a), , 
symbol for the work you have ahead «+ , 
in 2005. P.S.: | expect to see you at the . 
by next October. 


ee AUS 


Last January, NASA landed two vehicle 
Mars. For months their solar panels prov 
them with just enough energy to explore :}y 
alien terrain. One of the rovers recent) 
experienced an inexplicable power boow 
however. It happened overnight, and Nsw’ 
team isn’t sure why. “We surmise that 
some reason dust is being removed from / 
solar panel,” said spokesman Jim Ericsoy 
“and that’s increasing the efficiency o \ 
sunlight being converted to electricity 
regard this as an apt metaphor for what |i 
in your future Aquarius. In 2005, you too wj 
enjoy mysterious rejuvenations as you recor 
noiter exotic territory. 


sy PISCES Fob 18 - Mar 20] 


In my imagination, I’m now handing you 
battle flag similar to those carried by th¢ 
armies of medieval Europe. It’s a windsock j 
the shape of a red, winged dragon wit 
black eagle claws and a long yellow tai 
Inside it is a device that unleashes a loud, 
raucous whistle whenever the wind blows 
through it. In presenting you with this sym- 
bolic gift, I’m exhorting you to pump up! 
your martial forces in 2005. I'm encouraging 
you to be wild-hearted and strong-willet'# 
you fight the good fight. © 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
wwny,geocities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational and 
peer swimming with coaching, beginners encour- 
aged to participate, Socializing after practices * Every Tue 
and Thu 


MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE (488-3234) * Every Sun 
(7pm): A safe, supportive, confidential discussion group talk 
ing about all gay related issues, for men at any stage of 
coming out * Free * talkingwithpride@hotmail.com 


METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF EDMON- 
TON (429-2321) * Weekly non-denominational church ser- 
vices 


PFLAG GLCCE, Suite 45, 9912-106 St (462-5958) * 
Meetings every third Tuesday of the month at 7:30pm * 
Support/education for parents, families and friends of les- 
bians/gays/bisexuals transgenders 


POLICE LIAISON COMMITTEE (421-2277/1-877-852- 
2011, ext. 2038) * Edmonton Police Service and the gay 
and lesbian community 


PRIDE CENTRE 45, 9912-106 St (488-3234) * (GLBTQ) 
Drop-in solution focused counselling ded by a char- 
tered psychologist and two regia workers; free © 
Check website for scheduled counselling times www.pride- 
centreofedmonton.org * GET OUT: The women’s coming 
out group; starts Tue, Jan. 11 (7:30-9:30pm) 


PRIME TIMERS (426-7019) * Meetings every second 
Sunday of the month at 3pm. A social group for gay/bisexu- 
al men over 40 and their friends 


PRISM BAR AND GRILL 10524-1011 St, back entrance 
(990-0038) * Lesbian and gay bar/restaurant 


THE ROOST 10345-104 St (426-3150) * Open Sun-Thu 
8pm-3am, Fri-Sat Bpm-4am * Wed: Amateur strip with 
Weerta Luy, Sticky Vicky, Dj Alvaro * Thu: Rotating shows: 
Sticky’s open ey and the Weakest Link game second and 
last Thursday D} jazzy * Fri: Upstairs: Euro Blitz: New 
European music with 0} Outtawak Downstairs: Dj jazzy * 
Sat: Every Sat like new years: : Monthly theme par- 
ties with D} jazzy Downstairs: New music with Dj Dan and 
Mike * Sun: Betty Ford Hai Clinic Show: Every long 
weekend with Dj Jazzy * Tue-Thu $1 (member)/$4 (non- 
member); Fri-Sat $4 (member)/$6 (non-member); Sun $2 


STEAMWORKS 11745 jasper Ave (451-5554) * 
Steambaths 


TRANSSEXUAL/TRANSGENDER SUPPORT GROUP 

egret@hotmail.com * Meetings every fourth Tuesday of the 
month * Information and mutual support for ia Gy Bian 
people in an open, friendly and safe environment. Open to 
transsexuals, (ransvestites, crossdressers, drag queens/kings 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Dal 
(neon) * Sat-Wed: Karaoke with Annie and Ken (7-1 2pm) 


YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH 45, 9912-106 St + 
wewmembers.shaw.ca/yuy * Every Sat (7-9pm) * An adult 
facilitated social/support group for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgendered, straight and youth under the age of 25 


1 So 


CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS WITH THE McDADES john 
Walter Museurn, Kinsmen Sports Centre (496-2925) « 
Concert, hot apple cider and ca t* Dec. 19-23, 26- 
28 (7:30pm) * $19 (adult)/$10 (14 and under) 


CELEBRATE THE SEASON Legiviature (427-7362) * 
ee aes See tebe? 


CHRISTMAS DINNER AT THE DINER 8's Diner, 10015-82 
Ave ¢ Free with a donation of mitts, gloves, toques, scarves 
tied with a ribbon for the less fortunate * Dec. 20 


A CHRISTMAS PAST Rutherford House * Experience an 
early 1900 Christmas * Dec. 19 (12pm and 4pm) * $10 
(family)/$4 (adult)/$3 (senior/youth 7-17)/child 6 and under 
free 


CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS Fort Edmonton Park, Fox Dr, 
Whitemud Dr (496-2925) * Carols, crafts, Victorian shop, a 
theatre performance of The Gift of the Magi and much more 
* Dec. 16-18, 20-23 (6-10pm); Dec. 19 (4-8pm) * $15 
(13+)/$10 (child up to 12 yrs) 


DECK THE WALLS Victory Lounge, 10030-102 St, down- 
stairs (428-1099) * A skateboard art benefit show for the 
Old Strathcona Youth Co-Op hosted by D] Slipped Disc * 
Sun, Dec. 19 (8pm) * No minors * $10 + Tickets available 
at Megatunes, Blackbyrd, Listen, FS (WEM), Propaganda 
and the Victory Lounge 


FAIRLY MERRILY FESTIVE FAIR TRADE SHOW 
Inglewood Christian Reform Church, 124 St, 113 Ave (451- 
8465) * Hand stitched cotton products made by women in 
Laos * Dec. 17 (4- 9pm), Dec. 18 (10am- Spm). 


HOURGLASS BALL (492-2116) * Performances, dinner 
and ballroom dancing with music by D) Jim Kent * Fri, Dec. 
3) (S:30pm-2am) * $60 (UADC member)/$80 (non-UADC 
member) 


JACK FROST MUNCH AND CRUNCH POPCORN john 
Janzen Nature Centre, Fox Dr, Whitemud Dr * Short nature 
films and outdoor excursion and craft * Dec. 29-31 (1- 
4pm) * $1.25 (2-12 yrs)/$1.50 (13-17 yrs/senior)/$1.75 
(edult)/$4.75 (amily) 


NUTCRACKER ON ICE Rexall Place (451-8000) = 
Presented by the St. Petersburg State Ballet on Ice choreo- 

aphed by Konstantin Rassadin * Sun, Dec. 19 (7:30pm) * 

55/$45/$40 © Tickets available at TicketMaster 451-8000 
RUBBERHEAD CHRISTMAS Jekyil and Hyde Pub, 10610- 
100 Ave (488-2772) * Christmas cabaret presented by 
SWAK * Until Dec. 18 * Nominors * $12.50 (adv)/S15 
(door) 


KARAOKE 


AVENUE PIZZA 8519-112 St (432-0536) * Every Thu 
(9:30pm) 

B-STREET 11818-1131 Ave (414-0545) * Every Wed-Sun 
(9pm): with Brad Scott 

BILLY BOB'S Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd (484- 
7751) * Every Thu (9pm); Music Trivia with Escapade 
Entertainment * Every Fri/Sat (9:30pm): with Escapade 
Entertainment 

BILLY BUDD'S 9839-63 Ave (438-1148) * Karaoke idol 
contest * Every Sat (8:30pm) 

BLUE QUILL 326 Saddleback Ra (434-3124) * Every 
Fri/Sat (10pm) 

BORDERLINE PUB 3226-82 St (462-1888) * Every Thu- 
Sat (9:30pm) 

BOSTON PIZZA (WHYTE AVE) 10854-82 Ave (433-3151) 
* Karaoke Thursdays with host Khadija | 

CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 10231-95 St (425-4298) * Every 
Sun (8pm): Hosted by Jeannie 

CLAREVIEW PUB Victoria Trail, 132 Ave (414-1111) * 
Every Tue (9:30pm-2am) 


CLIFF CLAYVIN’S 9710-105 St (424-1614) * Every 
Fri/Sat (10pm) 
DOYLE'S PUB 2619-151 Ave (473-1961) * Every Fri/Sat 
(9:30pm): with Dee Dee 

DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave (454-9928) * Every Wed 


FRANCO'S 14059 Victoria Trail (467-4636) * Every 
Thu-Sat (9pm): with Woody 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) * Every Tue Wed 


HILLVIEW PUB 311 Woodvale Rd. W, Millwoods (462 
0468) © Every Fri/Sat (9:30-1am) 


INGLEWOOD PUB 12402-118 Ave (451-1390) * Every 
Fri-Sat (9:30pm) 
JIMMY RAY’S 15211-111 Ave (486-3390) * Every Sat 
(9pm) 
KELLY’S 11540 Jasper Ave (451-8825) * Every Sun/Wed 
(9pm) 


L.B.’S 23 Akins Dr, St. Albert (460-9100) * Every Tue/Thu 
(9pm) 
LEGENDS 6104-162 St (481-2786) * Every Wed (9pm) 
MARK’S BACK PUB 13403 Fort Rd (406-5152) * Every, 
Fri/Sat (9pm): with Shawn the Bomb 
MICHAEL'S 11730 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * Every Mon 
with jammin’ Jamie 


NIKKI DIAMONDS 8130 Gateway Blvd, Bsmt (439-8006) * 
Every ie (9pm-2am): Karaoke with Howard from 
Audio Stars 


ORLANDO’S I 15163-121 St (457-1195) * Every Sun 
(9pm)/Wed (10pm) 

ORLANDO'S Ht 135 09-127 St (451-7799) * Every 
Wed/Thu (9pm) 


OVERLAND RESTAURANT 12960 St. Albert Tr (454-007 
* Every Fri/Sat (9pm): with Big Time Entertainment 


RATTLESNAKE SALOON (438-8878) * Karaoke 


RICHARD’S PUB 12150-161 Ave (457-3117) * Every ™ 
(9pm-1am): Karaoke hosted by fimmy Love 
ROSARIO’S PUB 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Dally 
(pm) 

ROSEBOWL PIZZA 10111-117 st (482-5152) * Every 
Wed/Sat (9pm) 
ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL DOWNTOWN 1060410! ©: 
(423-3499) © Every Tue-Sat (9pm-lam): with Ruth 
ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL HIGHSTREET 10315-1245! 
(482-1600) * Daily (9:30pm) 
ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL OLD STRATHCONA 100175" 
Ave (439-7211) * Thu, Fri, Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) 
SHERLOCK HOLMES 10341-82 Ave (433-9676) * ©" 
STRATHEARN PUB 9514-87 st (465-5478) * Every 
Wed/Fni (9pm) , 
TODAY'S 5224-86 St (465-6223) * Every Fri/Sat (P" 
Jam); every Tue (8pm-midnighty > 


WINSTONS PUB 9016-132 Ave (457-4883) * Every 
Fri, Sat (9:30-m-1am): with Dj Centaur SID 


WOODY'S 11725 Jasper Ave, (4886636) * E> 
sere epee ca en om 
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antiques and collectibles 


JUCTION OF ANTI 
SCome See Our Scletio 
ir Selection 
963-3919 


appliance repair 


AMIGO APPLIANCES . 1984) 
service by licensed techs. Maytag & 
warranty service. Friendly service & quality 
pa 


iis, 7256-101 Ave, 466-9744. 
business opportunity 


Want home based income? _ 
egetic individuals with leadership skills needed 
}» advance international company in Alberta. 
www.incomeforu2.com 
www.deregulationnow.com 


ANGOSTEEN JUICE: Powerful antioxidant, anti- 
snflammatory and antibacterial for prevention of 

sase. #1 natural supplement for arthritis, seis 
jon, falique, eczema, fibromyalgia, high choles- 

| heart disease, asthma, diabetes, cancer, irrita- 
fle bowel and more. For free CD, call Roberta 
(780/962-3058 or www.myxango.conV/Canada 

Distributors needed ASAP, will train. 


christmas idea! 


Fleece lined moccasins and mukluks. 
Handcrafted locally. Order early. 435-1769. 


clothing 

2-MEN'S large Italian, black, leather winter 
coals paid $1200/e. sacrifice $300/ea or 
$500/both. Both never worn. 456-9298. 


ows 
ym- MENS long mink coat 
For sale 
ty 462-6605. 
lin 
t ft 


eam to paint the figure. For Aviat classes and 
workshops call Tessa Nunn at 461-1028. Visit 
wwww.tessanunn.com for a full winter schedule, 


Yol¥rea-hd fel a] 


Thinking of a career 
in MASSAGE 
THERAPY? 


Check out the 
distance-learning alternative. 
mhvicarsschool.com 
or call us at 491-0574 
6924 Roper Road Edmonton 


’ Turn your dreams into a career! 
€gister for the 6 Month Dramatic Arts Program! 
Vancouver Academy of Dramatic Arts 
1-866-231-8232 
www.vadastudios.com 


furniture for sale 


Bed, Queen extra thick orthopedic pillowtop 
boxspring & matt. New cost $950, sacrifice 
250. King avail. at $450. Can deliver 453-3077. 


100% leather sofa, loveseat, and chair 
never used. Cost $4,200. $1,795. 
Free delivery, Can deliver 453-3755. 


, [0 place your ad in Vue Weekly Classifieds 
“hone Carol at 426-1996 for more information 


It's easy to sign up and start bidding 


s for sale 


85 Dodge Caravan lo kms, EXC cond. Brakes, frt 

tires, ignition module, pis & alt belts all new last 

year. Very well maint'd. Must see, $900 obo. Ph 
988-6746. 


2002 Chev. Cavalier 


ca Edmonton Motors 482-5771 


2003 Olds. Alero 


1.41 V6, 180HP, Loaded!, 23,980Km 


14,995 


cat Edmonton Motors 482-5771 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 
incl. Somatics, Emotions, Shiatsu, Yoga therapy. 
Appts call 965-4278. 


WELLNESS INDUSTRY: Individuals to introduce 
Xanthone rich anti-oxide, anti-inflammatory 
product. Phone 455-8956. 


helicopter flight training 


Available in Whitecourt, Alberta at Rotorworks 
Inc. Oil/Gas Plant operating and farm back- 
ground an asset for em, isyment in the pilot and 
operator field. 1-780-778-6600. 
info@Rotorworks.com 


SUPPORT YOUR 
LOCAL FOOD BANK 


help wanted 


SNEAK PREVIEW, Edmonton's premier movie store 

is looking for a flexible daytime clerk. Apply in per- 

son with resume to 4047-106 St. Outgoing person 
ality and extensive movie knowledge a necessity. 


PAID WEEKLY! Company needs ptt help pro- 
cessing unclaimed bank accounts. Call “Re: 
883-0780 24 hrs. 


| 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night) and Thu 
(day), perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck 
Looking for reliable, responsible person 
Ph 907-0570. 


, EXCITING CAREERS: 

Computer Programming/Internet WEBSITE 
Designer, Home Study Diploma, Computers 
provided. For free enrollment kit (24hrs) 
1-800-477-9578 CMS TRAINING 


AVON Reps Needed, 
Home Business Career, Law Start-Up Fee, Training 
Provided, It's A Great Time To Join, It's Fun, It's Simple 
Call Today 471-9181 Corinne 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around 


eters 
OPPORTUNITY 


° 3 Shifts Available 
* Guaranteed Wage + 
* Training Provided 


702-5519 


FREE JOB SEARCH ASSISTANCE 
Unemployed and Have a Disability? 


ou are over 18 


WECAN HELP YOU FIND A,JOB! 
Solutions for work 
and Career Trends 


428-7989 
Chrysalis 87 


seach English Oversea., 


TESOL Certified 5 days In-class 
Or Online Or By Correspondence. 
* All ages * No Experience * No Degree 


FREE Info Pack: 


1-888-270-2941 
FREE Info Seminar: 


Monday & Tuesday, 7pm 
10762-82 Ave. 


Next Class: December 27-30 


R http://auction.edmonton24hourrelay.com or 
www. Siiaedhourrelay.com and click on the AUCTION link. 


. A chance to get some great items at some amazing prices. 


= 


We are also looking for donated items which can be placed on the site. : 


Call CARMEN at 429-0137 ext. 233 to donate today. 


PTH 


rooms WUEWEEKLY 24 HOUR RELAY istic.» 


the world: Next inéclass!or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed 
10762-82 Ave. 


Call for Free info pack 1-888-270-2941 GW Te 
home improvement 
2 | workshops 


* CARPET * VINYL * CERAMIC TILE * LAMINATE 


Special Christmas sale starting at $0.99 Conquer your fear of public speaking. Join City 
Wwww.malhicarpet.com Lights Toastmasters! Meetings downtown every» 
MALHI CARPET & TILES 3308-99 St (Parsons Rd) Tuesday at noon. Call Perry at 426-5882 for details. 


www. floorfirst.con/malhicarpet 
> & SAV! 780-469- 
Free Estimate Call & SAVE 24 hr 780-469-1188 Voice cartoons, write and voice commercials and 


More. Daily workshops available—auditions to fol 
Intemational Model and Talent agency requires extras, i i 

actors and models ofall ages. Mease calf 430-4001 artist to artist 
shared accommodation FREE* FREE* FREE*® FREE* FREE 


ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
Someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE 
providing the ad is non-profit. Ads of more than 20 


RIVERBEND, Unfurnished bedroom. Direct bus 
to U of A. No-smoking. References. $350/Mo; 
$200/DD. Includes utilities. 438-3982 


words will be subject to regular price or cruel edit- 
ing. Free ads run for four weeks depending on 
available space. For more info please phon 


Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426 1889/1 office@ vue 


weekly,com or drop it off at 10303-108 Si 
MODAL MUSIC INC. Deadline’is noon the tuesday betore publication 


Music Instruction for guitar, bass, drums, 5 
atl percussion Photographer w/studio seeks local 
Private instruction: focus on individual! arist/band/musicians for portfolio dey, Free for the 
Professional, caring instructors rest of 2004 966-FILM www.davenoel.com 
with music degrees, 


—————— 
quality music instruction since 1981 


Dancers/Gymnasts meet 1/wk to work with 

choreographer on new movement involving 

Place your Classified ad in Vue Weekly, ante Mute es Lee 
Phone 426-1996 for more info. tactme123@care2.com 


Start Your Prog m Today fo Jo fomorvow 


PAE AUDIO VISUAL INSTITUT 


FILM & MUSIC BUSINESS 
FILM & DIGITAL ARTS - DIGITAL GRAPHIC ARTS 
AUDIO ENGINEERING & PRODUCTION 


Analog-Digital Recording Film Production Photoshop - Illustrator 
Pro Tools - Logic - Beats Industry Contracts Quark - Web Design 
Sequencing - Sampling Artist Management HTML - Flash - Java 
Marketing & Promotion _ Final Cut Pro 


- Classes starting soon 


-$cholarships & Travel 
Funds Available for 


ry 
Alberta Students ( Ss 
‘Up to 100% Financing TOLL FREE 
- Student Loans and Grants PPSEC 1.800.601.PAVI 
Vancouver, BC ACCREDITED pacificav.com 


G ALBERTA EASTER SEALS. 


| 4 Full Day : 
Lift Tickets! 
Shi ple | 
BANFF | 
I 

I 
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EASTER SEALS j Current @NORQUAY 
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By ANDREA NEMERSON 


Step into my office, baby 


Dear Andrea: 

Where could a middle-aged guy experi- 
ence working nude? Also where could 
this guy could experience office sex? | 
have not found any place that would 
allow this. | am super horny. It’s been 20 
years. 

Love, Horny Toad 


Dear Toad: 

My sweetie, K, has a practical solution 
to every problem. As we were about to 
get off the phone just now, | went, 
“Wait—what should | tell this guy who 
wants to know where he can experi- 
ence working in the nude?” “Tell him 
to work at home,” said K. Duh! 

As for “office sex,” you'd have to 

»bave an office, not to mention a willing 
partner, and few workplaces are going 
to encourage you. That's not to say 
that people don’t do it, but understand 
that across-the-desk or supply-closet 
sex is not generally considered a perk 
or part of office culture, unless it’s the 
office of a stroke mag or a porn movie 
produ—Hey! There’s your answer! if 
you don’t already live somewhere 
around L.A., you're going to have to 
relocate, but what the heck, right? It’s 
not like things are so great where you 
are now. 

Seriously, guy, you're not going to 
get any of this stuff. The few places 
which do allow nudity (nudist resorts, 

yppretty much) are not interested in hir- 
ing horny toads, and the office thing is 
best left to fantasy or indulged in after- 
hours with a partner. The best solution 
for a horny guy in a 20-year drought? 
Hire a professional, and leave the nud- 
ists and the admins alone. Please. 

Love, Andrea 


An exercise in fertility 


Dear Andrea: 
I’ve been married for 20 years and we 
have great sex. | don’t want to get preg- 
nant. We use condoms, but | want to 
know—when is the best time of the 
month to have unprotected sex? Can | 
have it the days following right after my 
period? 

Love, Which Ones Were the Birds 
Again? 


Dear Birds: 

You've really been married 20 years 
and you're only just wondering about 
this now, at the age of, oh, 38 or so? 
Sorry, but most people who ask the 
“What's the safe time?” question are 
approximately 15 years old and usual- 
ly haven’t even had sex yet; they’re 
just planning ahead. Either you're 
extremely behind the curve or you 
really are 15 years old and a boy and 
just pretending to be a grown-up 
married lady so I'll answer your ques- 
tion. Which one is it? 

If you're going to have unprotect- 
ed sex, do it during your period (or her 
period if you really are a 15-year-old 
boy) and a few days after, no more. 
The truth is that you (assuming that 
you really are a grown-up female and 
not a sneaky teen with a peach-fuzz 
mustache) are only fertile a few days a 
month, i.e., when you're ovulating and 
a couple days on either side. But do 
you know when you're ovulating? No, 
you do not. It'll be somewhere in the 
middle of your cycle (between peri- 
ods), days 12 to 16 or so. Ovulation is 
sneaky, though, and you never quite 
know what's happening unless you're 
willing to undertake an extensive pro- 
gram of charting and graphing and 
poking yourself in various orifices with 
various instruments at regular intervals. 
So just take my word for it: if you must 
go bareback, do it during your period 
and just after or not at all. 

| guess there must some impor- 
tant ecological niche for people who 
know less about how their own bodies 
work than my cat does about hers, so 
I'm going to shut up now despite my 
instinctive need to scold you while 
shaking my head in sorrowful disbe- 
lief. Just one thing, though: that deci- 
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sion not to propagate your genes? 
Good idea. 
Love, Andrea 


Assorted nuts 


Dear Andrea: 

| thoroughly enjoy your column. | have a 
question though: putting all political cor 
rectness aside, do you ever receive a let- 
ter and think “What a fuckin’ weirdo!”? | 


can’t help but think that must pop into | 
your head at times as it does mine about 


every other letter. 
Love, Curious Fan 


Dear Fan: 
It may or may not always be obvious, 
but every column has a theme, and 
this week’s is, “Duh! You should 
already know the answer to this!” 
Think about it: isn’t it obvious that 
the longer you work in a field like sex 
education (or emergency medicine or, 
for that matter, retail or food service) 
the less likely you are to be surprised 
by anything your fellow humans get 
up to? | may be startled into laughter 
now and then by something like the 
Taffeta Fancier letter (“Do the ladies 
who work in the fabric store get turned 
on by the rustle of the bolts as they 
slide them on and off the shelves?”) 
but most of the time... eh. Taffeta or 


big tits, blowup suits or blowjobs, it’s | 


all the same to me. 

Love, Andrea 

(P.S.: How'd | do? Did you believe 
me?) @ 


Andrea Nemerson writes and teaches in 
San Francisco. You can e-mail her a 
question at andrea@altsexcolumn.com. 


Sculptors’ Association of Alberta: Looking for new 
members, to network with ane to learn 
to sculpt ice. www.sda.ca, ph Laurie 232-1886 
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Screenwriters wanted. Seeking committed, 
enthusiastic screenwriters for Edmonton screen- 
writing group. E-m rditzian@yahoo.ca. 


————— 
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ears, open mind, and soul. Infl. by ev: 

444-4670 or e-m: royor3 @hotmai 


SCREENWRITERS circle. First Tues of ea. Month 
© 7:30pm, Call 429-1671 or visit FAVA.ca 


WANTED: Comedy Writer/Director 
Born to write direct Comedy? Sketch Comedy 
writer/producer seeks collaborative partner for 
major television project. Exp. req. Bill: 437-5893. 
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TEXAS BLOOD MONEY is auditioning fo; . | 
vocalist, interested? Call 920-0438 or * 


ArtsHab Studio Gallery/is now featuring guest 

artists for monthly exhibifs. Incl: * Proposal (incl. 
piysical desc./special r¢q) * 10 slides/photos * 
CV © artist statement. Info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


Tired of the same ole Xmas crap? Come out for 
SANTACON - the Rampage of the Cheap Suit 
Santas! Info - edmonton@burningman.com 


3rd Busker’s Ball seeks buskers, street perform- 
ers, street artists to host a benefit concert for the 


Parkland Institude. Bill 433-5159. 


Needed guitarist for country/rock/blues. Full time 
touring. Call Rob @ 720-7032. 
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